
HOUSE No. 361.

House X II

In the Year One Thousand Ei<>ht Hundred and Seventy-nine

AN ACT
To abolish the State Detective Force, and to provide for

the Licensing of Private Detectives.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. So much of chapter fifteen of the acts
2 of the year eighteen hundred seventy-five as pro-
-3 vides for the establishment and maintenance of a

4 state detective force is hereby repealed, and the
5 offices created thereby are abolished.

1 Sect. 2. All property seized under warrants by
2 state detectives in the execution of any law or pro-

€ommomucaltl) of iHasoadjusctto.



■>

cess, and remaining in tlieir custody, or in the cus
4 tody of the chief of the state detective force, shall
5 be delivered by them to the sheriff of the county in
6 which it was seized; and said sheriff or his deputies

ict to the final order of the
all proceedings in relation

7 shall hold the same snbj
8 court, and may complete
9 to the same in the same
10 or said chief would have

manner as said detectives
been authorized to do.

1 Sect. 3. All the property of the Commonwealth
2 now in the keeping of said chief or of said detec-
-3 fives, including all books and records, shall, upon

be transferred to such state
hall designate, and shall be
mor and council. Such offi-

4 the passage of this act,
5 officer as the governor si
6 disposed of by the govei

7 cer shall also have all the powers, and perform all
8 the duties, conferred on the chief of the state detec-
9 tive force by section nine of chapter one hundred

10 and sixty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hun-

-11 dred and seventy-six.
12 And if any liquors shall, when this act takes

13 effect, remain in the hands of the state detectives,
14 or of the chief, they shall be delivered to such offi-
-15 ccr so designated, who shall sell them, and pay over

16 the net proceeds to the treasurer of the Common-

-17 wealth.

1 Sect. 4. For the performance of the duties re-
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2 quired of the chief of the state detective force and
3 his deputies, and the exercise of the powers con-

hem by chapter two hundred and fourteen

5 of the acts of the year- eighteen hundred and seventy-



187 1 HOUSI No, 361

6 seven, the governor, w th the advic consent of
i rne council, shall appoint three inspectors of facto:f factoric
8 who sh nive three dollars for each day of actual
9 service, and their necessary travelling expense

1 Sect. 5. Upon the requisition of the selectmen
2 of any town, it shall be lawful for the mayor of any
3 city to furnish one or more Dolice-officevs tn sptvpmore police-officers to serve
4 the authorities of such town; and, while in the dis-
-5 charge of the duty required by such selectmen, such
6 police-officers shall have all the authority of consta-
7 bles and police-officers within the limits of such towns,
8 except the service of civil process ; and such city so
9 furnishing said police-officers shall be entitled to re-

-10 ceive from such town the amount of money paid to
11 said police-officers by said city for their services dur-
-12 ing said term, including the necessary travelling cx-
-13 penses incurred by said officers in discharge of such
14 duty.

15 The mayor and aldermen of any city shall have
16 like authority to employ the police-officers of any

17 other city in manner aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. The police commissioners of the city of
2 Boston, and the mayor and aldermen of any city, and

iv town, may lie ny citizen of

their respective cities or towns to act as a private
five, for the detection, prevention, and punish

the term of one year, unless his
revoked for cause. The fee foi

n dollars, to be paid into thes

1 city or town treasury ; and each person so licensed



10 shall give bond with two sureties to the city or town
11 treasurer, to be approved by the board giving such
12 license, in the sum of three thousand dollars, with
13 conditions for the proper discharge of the services
14 which he may perform by virtue of such license ;

15 but nothing herein contained shall be construed to
16 confer on any person licensed as aforesaid any of the
17 power and authority of constables or police-officers.

1 Sect. 7. Whoever, not being licensed as provided
2 in section five of this act, shall engage in the gen-
-3 eral business of a private detective, or advertise, or
4 hold himself out as a private detective for the de-
-5 tection, prevention, and punishment of crime, or for
6 any other purpose, shall be punished by fine not
7 exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment in
8 the house of correction not exceeding six months,
9 or by both such fine and imprisonment; provided

10 that nothing herein contained shall be held to apply
11 to any detective of another state coming within this
12 Commonwealth in the performance of his duties.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and
3 seventy-nine.

House of Representatives, April 18, 1879.

Fassed to be engrossed

Sent up for concurrence

GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.
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