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Boston, January 7, 1878.

To Hon. J. B. D. Cogswell, President of Massachusetts Senate.

Sir : I have the honor to forward you herewith the
Annual Report of the Commissioners on Contagious Diseases
among Cattle, for the use of the Legislature.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE,
Chairman.

I am, sir, respectfully yours,

Commomucaltl) of iHnssad)iisctto.



[Jan.) CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
Me

The undersigned, Commissionefs on Contagious Diseases
,mong Cattle, are able to report that no specific disease has

been prevalent in the herds of the State during the year past
The law of 1876, to prevent the recurrence of Spanish fever

by the importation of cattle direct from the plains of Texas,
and the measures instituted by the Commissioners to give
information respecting the same, and for its enforcement,
resulted that year in their exclusion, and, as was believed,
with the ready acquiescence or co-operation of both cattle-
dealers and transporte

The good effect of the law was so apparent, and its
provisions were supposed to be so generally understood
and approved, that the Board did not deem it necessary
the present year, to again call public attention to it, or
warn individual parties against its infringement. But

ral disregard of the enact-through ignorance, or intenti
ment, sundry persons have b night small numbers of the

State; though the fact wasinterdicted animals within the
not ascertained until after th had been slaughtered, and

nviction under the law notsuch proof as was desirabl
believe that cattle of thisattainable. We have re

he Union Stock Yards inkind were transported by car t
Watertown, and driven tl y public road to Brighton ;

because native cows, driven to pasture over that route, con-
tracted and died of Spanish fev

Texans were taken from the f the Boston & Albany
Railroad in Worcester, and dr n thence two miles to the
place of slaughter; and a native herd, which was driven on
the same roac uently, or grazed on a field which the
Texans invaded, were attacked by this disease, toto the number
of tiventy, eleven of whom died. A citizen of Upton, in
Worcester County, procured a few of the same for beef; and

REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS On CONTAGIOUS
DISEASES AMONG CATTLE.



31878.] SENATE - No. 4.

they communicated the disease to his home stock, which
resulted in the loss of eight animals.

The transactions in this class of stock during the warm
season have been small indeed ; but they have resulted in
the loss of more than twenty choice natives, and the entire
damage has been more than twenty-five hundred dollars, a
sum which, though comparatively small, should serve as a
danger-signal to all interested in the cattle-trade, and stimu-
late the Board to be more alert in future.

Spanish fever has caused suffering and immense loss in
the Western States during the summer; and for a time it
was hazardous for our dealers to purchase the native animals
of those States, lest they might have been exposed to the
disease while in transit, and loss caused by its subsequent
development. The attention of the Board was called to a
case of this character. . A farmer of Great Barrington, in
Berkshire County, purchased a drove of cattle, natives of
Ohio, and transported them to his home over the route
usually taken by Texans. Most of them contracted the
fever, which afterwards developed, causing the owner much
loss, and creating public alarm, though the disease was con-
fined to that herd.

The operations of this disease at the West, and our slight
observation of it during the year, have served to confirm the
Commissioners in their oft-repeated opinion of its peculiar
mode of transmission and dangerous character, and justify
the legal enactments of the Legislature to prevent its intro-
duction to the State. Of the sum of $5OO appropriated by
the Legislature of 1876 for the purposes of the Commission,
145.35 was expended in defraying the expenses of 1875, and
$62.60 was expended in 1876. The remaining sum of
1392.05, by law now reverts to the general treasury. If,
during the present year, an exigency should occur requiring
action and expenditure by the Commission, they would be
powerless. Therefore, as a measure of precaution and safety,
they recommend to the Legislature tq make a small appro-
priation, to be used by them in accordance with the pro-
visions of the law.

Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle.
Boston, Jan. 5,1878.

LEVI STOCK BRIDGE,
E. F. THAYER,




