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The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whc
r as referred the House Bill concerning the settlement
aupers, report that the same ought to pass in a new dr
erewith submitted.

i

For the Committee,

CHARLES L. GARDNEI

In Senate, April 1, 1878.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
Concerning the Settlement of Paupers.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same,

as follows:
1 Sect. 1. Legal settlements may be acquired in
2 any city or town, so as to oblige such place to
3 relieve and support the persons acquiring the same,
4 in case they are poor, and stand in need of relief, in
5 the manner following, and not otherwise; namely:
6 First. A married woman shall follow and have
7 the settlement of her husband, if he has any within
8 the state : otherwise her own at the time of the
9 marriage, if she then had any, shall not be lost or

10 suspended by the marriage.
11 Second. Legitimate children shall follow and
12 have the settlement of their father, if he has any
13 within the state, until they gain a settlement ot
14 their own; but, if he has none, they shall in like
15 manner follow and have the settlement of their
16 mother, if she has any.
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17 Third. Illegitimate children shall follow and
18 have the settlement of their mother at the time of
19 then- birth, if she then has any within the state ; hut
20 neither legitimate nor illegitimate children shall gain
21a settlement by birth in the place where they may
22 be born, if neither of their parents then has a set-
-23 tlement therein.
21 Fourth. Any person of the age of twenty-one
25 years, having an estate of inheritance or freehold in
26 any place within the State, and living on the same

27 three years successively, shall thereby gain a settle
28 ment in such place.
29 Fifth. Any person of the age of twenty-one
30 years, who resides in any place within this state for
31 five years together, and pays all state, county, city,
32 or town taxes, duly assessed on his poll or estate,
33 for anv three years within that time, shall thereby

gain a settlement in such place.34
Sixth. Any woman of the age of twenty-one

years, who resides in any place within this state
for five years together, without receiving relief as
a pauper, shall thereby gain a settlement in such

35
36
37
38

39 place.
Seventh. Any person being chosen, and actually

serving one whole year in the office of clerk, treas-
40
41
42 urer, selectman, overseer of the poor, assessor, con-

stable, or collector of taxes, in any place, shall
thereby gain a settlement therein. For this pur-
pose, a year shall be considered as including the
time between the choice of such officers at one
annual meeting and the choice at the next annual
meeting, whether more or less than a calendar year.
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49 Eighth. Every settled ordained minister of the
50 gospel shall be deemed to have acquired a legal
51 settlement in the place wherein he is or may be
52 settled as a minister.
53 Ninth. A minor who serves an apprenticeship
54 to a lawful trade for the space of four years in any
55 place, and actually sets up such trade therein within
56 one year after the expiration of said term, being
57 then twenty-one years old, and continues there to
58 carry on the same for five years, shall thereby gain

59 a settlement in such place; but being hired as a

60 journeyman shall not be
61 trade.

considered as setting up a

who shall have been duly62 Tenth. Any person
63 enlisted and mustered into the military or naval
64 service of the United States, as a part of the quota
65 of any city or town in this Commonwealth, under
66 any call of the President of the United States during
67 the late civil war, or duly assigned as a part of the
(58 quota thereof, after having been enlisted and mus-

-69 tered into said service, and shall have duly served
70 for not less than one year, or shall have died, or be-
-71 come disabled from wounds or disease received or

72 contracted while engaged in such service, or while a

73 prisoner in the hands of the enemy, and the wife or

74 widow and minor children of such person, shall be
75 deemed thereby to have acquired a settlement in
76 such place ; and any person who would otherwise
77 be entitled to a settlement under this clause, but
78 who was not a part of the quota of any city or town,

79 shall, if he served as a part of the quota of this
80 Commonwealth, be deemed to have acquired a set-
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tlement in the place where he actually resided at the
time of his enlistment. But these provisions shall
not apply to any person who shall have enlisted and
received a bounty for such enlistment in more than
one place, unless the second enlistment was made
after an honorable discharge from the first term of
service, nor to any person who shall have been
proved guilty of wilful desertion, or to have left the
service otherwise than by reason of disability or an

81
82
83
81
85

86

87
ss
89

honorable discharge90

Eleventh. Upon the division of a city or town,91

every person having a le
hein°- absent at the time

ml settlement therein, hut92

of such division, and not93
94 having acquired a legal
95 have his lesral settlemer

ettlement elsewhere, shall
have his legal settlement in that place wherein his
last dwelling-place or home happens to fall upon
such division; and when a new city or town is

96
97

incorporated, composed of a part of one or more

incorporated places, every person legally settled in
the places of which such new city or town is so
composed, and who actually dwells and has his
home within the bounds of such new city or town

98
99

100
101
102
103 at the time of its incorporation, and any person

duly qualified as provided in the tenth clause of
this section, who, at the time of his enlistment,

104
105
106 dwelt and had his home within such bounds, shall

thereby acquire a legal settlement in such new
place: provided that no persons residing in that
part of a place, which, upon such division, shall be
incorporated into a new city or town, having then
no legal settlement therein, shall acquire any by
force of such incorporation only; nor shall such
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1
1
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1

13 incorporation prevent his acquiring a settlement
14 therein within the time and by the means by
15 which he would have gained it there if no such
16 division had been made.

1 Sect. 2. No person who has begun to acquire a
2 settlement by the laws in force at and before the
3 time when this act takes effect, in any of the ways
4 in which any time is prescribed for a residence, or
5 for the continuance or succession of any other act,

6 shall be prevented or delayed by the provisions of
7 this act; but he shall acquire a settlement by a con-
-8 tinuance or succession of the same residence or

9 other act, in the same time and manner as if the
10 former laws had continued in force.

1 Sect. 3. Except as hereinafter provided, every
2 legal settlement shall continue till it is lost or

3 defeated by acquiring a new one within this State;
4 and, upon acquiring such new settlement, all former
5 settlements shall be defeated and lost.

1 Sect. 4. All settlements acquired by virtue of
2 any provision of law in force prior to the eleventh
3 day of February, in the year one thousand seven
4 hundred and ninety-four, are hereby defeated and
5 lost; provided this shall not apply where the ex-

-6 istencc of such settlement prevented a subsequent
7 acquisition of settlement in the same place under
8 the provisions of clauses fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
9 eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh of the first section

10 of this act, or under the same provisions in other



1878.] 1SENATE —No. 165.

11 statutes existing prior to the passage of this act;
T 2 and provided further , that, whenever a settlement
13 acquired by marriage has been thus defeated, the
11 former settlement of the wife, if not defeated by the
15 same provision, shall be deemed to have been there-
-16 by revived.

1 Sect. 5. Chapter sixty-nine of the General Stat-
-2 utes, chapter two hundred and eighty-eight of the
3 acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and
1 sixty-six, section one of chapter three hundred and
5 twenty-eight of the acts of the year one thousand
6 eight hundred and sixty-eight, chapter three hun-
T dred and ninety-two of the acts of the year one
8 thousand eight hundred and seventy, chapter three
9 hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of the year

10 one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, chap-
-11 ter two hundred and eighty of the acts of the year
12 one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, and
13 chapter two hundred and seventy-four of the acts
11 of the year one thousand eight hundred and sevcntv-
-15 four, are hereby repealed, saving all acts done, ox-
-16 rights accruing, accrued, or established, or proceed-
-17 ings, doings, or acts ratified or confirmed, or suits
18 or proceedings had or commenced, before the repeal
19 takes effect.




