
SENATE No. 172.

[Mr. Brown proposes the following as a substitute for House, No. 126.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
To divide the Town of Adams, and incorporate the

Town of North Adams.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and bp the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now within the town
2 of Adams, in the county of Berkshire, comprised
3 within the following limits, that is to say, begin-
-4 ning at the north-west corner of said town of
5 Adams ; thence south seventy-seven degrees fifteen
6 minutes east on the line of the town of Clarksburg,

o'

7 sixteen hundred and thirty-three rods to the west
8 line of the town of Florida; thence south twelve
9 degrees forty-five minutes west on said line of

(Eommomucaitl) of illassacljusetts.
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10 Florida, twelve hundred and four rods to the “ Old
11 Military lane,” so called;, thence north seventy-
-12 seven degrees fifteen minutes west near said Mili-
-13 tary Line, and parallel with the south line of
14 Clarksburg, sixteen hundred and thirty-three rods to
15 the east line of the town of Williamstown; thence
16 north twelve degrees forty-five minutes east on the
17 line of the town of Williamstown, twelve hunched
18 and four rods to the place of beginning, —is hereby
19 incorporated into a town by the name of North
20 Adams ; and said town of North Adams is hereby

21 invested with all the powers, privileges, rights, and
22 immunities, and is subject to all the duties and re-

-23 quisitions, to which other towns are entitled and
24 subjected by the constitution and laws of this Com-
-25 monwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of North
2 Adams shall pay all taxes which have been legally
3 assessed upon them by said town of Adams ; and
4 all taxes heretofore assessed as aforesaid upon them,
5 and upon property within the limits of North Adams,
6 and not collected, shall be collected and paid over by
7 the collector of taxes of said town of North Adams
8 to the treasurer of the town of North Adams in the
9 manner provided by law. The assessors of North

10 Adams shall have power to abate any of said un-

-11 paid taxes for any of the causes for which the assess-
-12 ors of towns may now abate taxes. Until the next
13 state valuation, the proportion of state and county
14 taxes to be assessed upon the towns of Adams and
15 North Adams shall be ascertained and determined
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16 by the valuation of said town of Adams in the year
17 one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five. The
18 assessors of North Adams shall make return of such
19 valuation and of the proportion thereof in each of the
20 towns of Adams and North Adams to the secretary of
21 Commonwealth and to the county commissioners for
22 the county of Berkshire.

1 Sect. 3. The towns of Adams and North Adams
2 shall be respectively liable for the support of all
3 persons who do now or shall hereafter stand in need
4 of relief as paupers, whose settlements were gained,
5 whether by original acquisition or derivation, within
6 their respective limits. Said town of Adams shall
7 pay annually to the town of North Adams one-third
8 of the cost paid by the last-named town for the
9 support or relief of paupers whose settlements were

10 acquired in said town of Adams as heretofore con-
-11 stituted, or were derived from a settlement acquired
12 therein in consequence of military services in the
13 war of the rebellion; provided that the person who
14 rendered such military service was not, at the time
15 of his enlistment, an inhabitant of said town of
16 Adams as hereby constituted.

1 Sect. 4. The corporate property belonging to
2 said town of Adams at the time this act takes
3 effect, including unpaid taxes, and the public debts
4 of said town existing at said date, shall be divided
5 between the towns of Adams and North Adams,
6 according to the valuation of the property within
7 their respective limits as assessed May first, one thou-



8 sand eight hundred and seventy-seven; and the town’s
9 of Adams and North Adams shall receive the same
9 proportionate part of whatever amount may hereafter

11 be refunded to the town of Adams from the state or
12 the United States to reimburse said town of Adams
13 for bounties to soldiers, or state aid paid to soldiers
14 or their families, after deducting all reasonable ex-
15 penses. Provided that all debts and liabilities which
16 the town of Adams has incurred for and on account
17 of the North Adams fire district shall, upon the ac-
-18 ceptance of this act, be assumed by the town of
19 North Adams; and all debts and liabilities which

20 the town of Adams has incurred for and on accoimt
21 of the South Adams fire district shall, in like event,
22 be assumed by the town of Adams as then consti-
-23 tuted. And provided , further, that the town of
24 North Adams may, at its option, pay its proportion
25 of the indebtedness of the town of Adams, as hcrcto-
26 fore constituted, directly to the owners or holders of
27 the said town’s bonds or script.

1 Sect. 5. In case the towns of Adams and North
2 Adams shall not agree in respect to a division of
3 property, unpaid taxes, debts, state or county taxes,
4 or the support of paupers, the superior court for the
5 county of Berkshire shall, upon the petition of
6 either town, appoint three competent and disinter-
-7 ested persons to hear the parties, and award thereon;
8 and their award, or the award of any two ot them,
9 being accepted by said court, shall be final. In

10 making said award, said commissioners shall assign
11 the real estate belonging to said town of Adams at
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12 the time this act takes effect to the town in which
13 said estate is situated, so far as such provision shall
1-1 be practicable.
15 The expense of surveying and establishing the
16 line between Adams and North Adams shall be borne
IT equally by said towns.

1 Sect. 6. The said town of North Adams, until
2 otherwise provided by law, shall continue to be a

3 part of the eleventh congressional district, of the
4 eighth councillor district, of the north Berkshire
5 senatorial district, and of the second Berkshire
6 representative district; and the voters of said town
T of North Adams shall vote for state and countv
8 officers, for members of the council, for represen-
-9 tatives to congress, and for senators and representa-

-10 tives to the general court, in said town of North
11 Adams, at meetings to be legally called for that
12 purpose; and the clerks of the towns of Adams and
13 North Adams shall make returns, and shall meet at
14 the office of the town-clerk in the town of Adams
15 for the purpose of ascertaining the result of the
16 election of representatives to the general court in
IT said second Berkshire district, and making certifi-
-18 cates of the same, according to the provisions of
19 chapter eight of the General Statutes, and the acts
20 in amendment thereof.

1 Sect. T. Any justice of the peace within and
2 for the county of Berkshire, as soon as this act

3 shall take effect, may issue his warrant, directed to
4 any inhabitant of said town of North Adams
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5 requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants
6 of such town, qualified to vote in town affairs, to
7 meet at the time and place appointed therein, for
8 the purpose of choosing all such town officers as

9 towns are by law authorized and required to choose
10 at their annual meetings ; and said warrant shall
11 be served by publishing a copy thereof in some
12 newspaper published in the town of North Adams,
13 four days at least prior to said meeting, and by
Id posting up copies thereof, attested by the person to
15 whom the same is directed, in three public places
16 in said town of North Adams, seven days at least
17 before the time of meeting. The selectmen of the
18 town of Adams shall, before said meeting, prepare
19 a list of voters in said town of North Adams quali-

-20 tied to vote in town affairs, and deliver the same

21 to the person presiding at said meeting before the
22 choice of a moderator thereof. Such justice, or, in
23 his absence, such inhabitant, required to notify the
2d meetings, shall preside until the choice of a mode-
-25 rator in said town.

1 Sect. 8. The records, files, and papers of said
2 town of Adams as heretofore constituted, severally
3 required to be kept in the offices of the town-clerk,
d selectmen, assessors, or treasurer, shall hereafter be
5 deposited and kept in the respective offices of town-
-6 clerk, selectmen, treasurer, and assessors of the
7 town of North Adams, and shall at all proper times
8 be open to the inspection of the officers of the town
9 of Adams ; and certified copies of any such records,

10 files, and papers in the office of the town-clerk of
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11 North Adams, under the hand of the town-clerk of

12 the town of North Adams, shall have the same force
13 and effect, and be entitled to the same credit, as

14 though certified and under the hand of the clerk
15 of the town of Adams.

1 Sect. 9. In case this act is accepted as herein
2 provided, after the annual town meeting of the town
3 of Adams for the current year has been held, and
4 town officers elected, then the provisions of section
5 seven of this act shall apply to the town of Adams
6 as constituted after such acceptance, with the omis-
-7 sion of the word “North ” wherever it occurs therein;
8 and the election and legal qualification of the town
9 officers of the town of Adams, after such acceptance,

10 and under the provisions of this section, shall vacate
11 the office of each of the officers of the town of Adams
12 as heretofore constituted.

1 Sect. 10. In case this act is not accepted until
2 after the first day of Mav next, the assessors chosen
3 by said town of Adams as at present constituted,
4 at its annual town meeting of this present year, are
5 hereby authorized and required to complete the as-
-6 sessment of taxes (voted to be raised by said town
T at said meeting) both in Adams and North Adams,
8 any thing in this act, or in the place of residence of
9 either of said assessors, to the contrary notwithstand-

-10 ing; and the town of Adams as heretofore consti-
11 tuted shall collect said taxes, and pay over to tin
12 town of North Adams its share thereof; to wit, the
13 taxes that would or could have been assessed bv the



8 [Apr.TOWN OF NORTH ADAMS.

14 town of North Adams if this act had been accepted
15 prior to the first day of May next. Provided, incase
16 this act shall he accepted before the first day of July
17 next, the tax-collectors of the towns of Adams and
18 North Adams shall severally collect the taxes so as-

-19 sessed, each collecting: the taxes due his own town.
20 The assessors aforesaid and tax - collectors shall
21 be suitably compensated by the town of North
22 Adams for the services rendered in its behalf under
23 the provisions of this section.

1 Sect. 11. All money now in the treasury of
2 said town of Adams, or which may, after the pas-
-3 sage of this act, be received into the treasury of
4 the town of Adams or North Adams respectively,
5 from taxes assessed, or directed to be assessed,
6 shall be applied by each town to the purposes for
7 which it was raised and assessed; provided, how-
-8 ever, that all expenses incurred for improvements
9 by virtue of any special appropriations made by

10 said town of Adams at its annual meeting of this
11 present year, or which may be made by said town
12 at any meeting before this act shall take effect,
13 shall be paid by the town for whose benefit such
14 appropriations were or may be made.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall not take full effect
2 unless accepted by two-thirds of the legal voters
3 of said town of Adams present and voting thereon.
4 The selectmen of said town of Adams shall, within
5 ten days after this act shall be approved by the
6 governor, issue their warrant to one of the consta-
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7 bles of said town of
8 warn the inhabitants of

kdams, directing him to
said Adams, qualified to
meet at some convenient9 vote in town affairs, to

10 place in the north village of said Adams within ten
11 days thereafter, to give in their votes on the ques-
-12 tion whether they will accept the provisions of
13 this act; and such warrant shall be served by

14 causing a copy thereof to be published in some
15 newspaper printed in said town of Adams four
16 days at least prior to said meeting, and by posting
17 up at least three copies thereof in public places
18 within said town seven days at least before the time
19 of holding said meeting. The selectmen shall
20 preside at said meeting. The ballots shall have
21 the word Yea or Nay written or printed thereon
22 in answer to the question, “ Shall the act of, the
23 legislature, entitled ‘ An Act to divide the Town of
24 Adams, and incorporate the Town of North Adams,’
25 be accepted ?

” and, in receiving said ballots, the
26 check-list shall be used in the same manner as in
27 the election of state officers.
28 It shall be the duty of the selectmen and town-
-29 clerk of said Adams, as soon as may be, to certify
30 the number of ballots cast in said town, and the
31 number of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance
32 of the act, and the number of ballots cast against
33 said acceptance, to the secretary of the Common-
-34 wealth.
35 If it shall appear that two-thirds of the votes cast
j 6 in said town are in favor of the acceptance of the

->7 act, the said secretary shall immediately issue and
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38 publish his certificate declaring this act to have been
39 duly accepted.

1 Sect. 13. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs the submission of the question of the accept-
-3 ance of this act to the legal voters of said town,
4 provided for in section twelve of this act, shall take
5 effect upon its passage.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall take full effect upon its
2 acceptance as herein provided.


