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The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
re Order concerning “the expediency of amending that
ortion of the Charter of the City of Boston by which the
iministration of the Police Department is vested in the
hard of Aldermen,” and the petition of the Mayor of Bos-

ton for the passage of an Act a ithorizing the City Council to
)f Police Commissioners, hay-
lered the matter, a majority
;ompanying Bill.

tablish by ordinance a Board
ing heard the parties and con
f the Committee report the a

For the Committee,

C. H. MERRIAM.

Mr. Russell and Mr. Blown dissent.

Commonwraltl) of illassacljusette.

In Senate, April 10, 1878.



9 [Apr.POLICE DEPARTMENT.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
Tn relation to the Police Department of the City of

Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The mayor of the city of Boston may
2 appoint, subject to the approval of the city council,
3 three able and discreet persons to constitute a hoard
4 of police commissioners in said city. The terms of
5 office of said commissioners shall be so arranged at
6 the time of their appointment, that the term of one

7 shall expire on the first Monday in May in each year
8 after the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight;
9 and the vacancy so created, as- well as all vacancies

10 occurring otherwise, shall be tilled by the mayor,
11 with the approval of the city council. Any member
12 of said board may be removed at any time by the
13 mayor for cause, or he may be removed by vote of
14 two-thirds of the whole of each branch of the city
15 council by vote taken by yea and nay.

€ommouu3caltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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1 Sect. 2. All the powers vested by the statutes of
2 the Commonwealth in the board of aldermen of the
3 city of Boston in relation to the administration of
■4 police and the appointment of watchmen and police-
-5 men in said city, and all the powers and duties con-

-6 ferred upon the board of license commissioners
7 appointed under the provisions of section twenty,
8 chapter ninety-nine, of the acts of the year eighteen
9 hundred and seventy-five, shall be, and hereby are,

10 vested in the said board of police commissioners;
11 and said board may also be empowered by the city
12 council to exercise all or any of the powers conferred
13 by the statutes of the Commonwealth upon the
14 board of aldermen, the city council, or the city of
15 Boston, in relation to licensing, regulating, and
16 restraining theatrical exhibitions, public shows and
17 public amusements, billiard-tables, bowling-alleys,
18 innholders and victuallers, auctioneers, hawkers and
19 peddlers, carriages, wagons, and other vehicles, in-

-20 telligence-offices, itinerant musicians, pawnbrokers,
21 and dealers in second-hand articles and old junk.

1 Sect. 3. The said board of police commissioners
*

2 shall appoint a superintendent of police, a deputy-
-3 superintendent of police, and such number of cap-
-4 tains, inspectors, sergeants, patrolmen, clerks, and
5 other officers, as the citv council mav from time to
6 time by ordinance prescribe ; provided, however , that
7 the appointment of the superindentent of police, the
8 deputy-superintendent of police, and the captains of
9 police, shall be subject to approval by the mayor of

10 the c ty. Any of said officers or members of the
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11 department may be removed by tbe board for cause.
12 Tbe compensation of the commissioners and tbe
13 officers of each grade shall be fixed from time to
14 time by ordinances of tbe city council.

1 Sect. 4. The government and discipline of the
2 police department shall be such as the said board of
3 police commissioners may from time to time by rules
4 and regulations prescribe. The superintendent of
5 police, appointed as hereinbefore provided, shall
6 have and exercise all the powers and duties which
7 by the laws now in force are held and exercised by
8 the chief of police of the city of Boston; and the
9 other officers and patrol policemen, appointed as

10 hereinbefore provided, shall have and exercise all the
11 powers and duties Avhich by the law's now in force
12 are held and exercised by the watch of the city of
13 Boston, or by the police of said city.

1 Sect. 5. The said board of police commissioners
2 may, by the affirmative vote of all the members, and
3 with the approval of the mayor, retire from office in
4 said police department any captain, inspector, ser-
-5 geant, or patrolman, who has become disabled while
6 in the actual performance of duty, or who has per-
-7 formed faithful service in the department for a period
8 of not less than fifteen consecutive years, and place
9 the officer so retired upon a pension-roll, and allow

10 him an amount not exceeding one-third the annual
11 salary or compensation of the office from which he
12 is so retired; but no such officer shall be placed on

13 the pension-roll unless it shall be certified to the
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14 board in writing, by the city physician, that the offi-
-15 cer is permanently incapacitated, either mentally or

16 physically, from performing his duty as a member of
17 the department, nor unless due notice is given to the
18 officer of the intention to place him on the retired
19 list. And said commissioners may, with the approval
20 of the mayor, expend such sums as may be specially
21 appropriated therefor by the city council for the
22 relief of widows of police-officers who have been
23 killed, or have died from the effect of injuries re-
-24 ceived, in the execution of then- duty. For the pay-
-25 ment of the pensions herein authorized, the commis-
-26 sioners may draw from time to time upon the trustees
27 of the fund for the relief of disabled police-officers,
28 established by an ordinance of the city council the
29 seventeenth day of June, in the year eighteen hun-
30 dred and seventy; and may also apply, if necessary,
31 in addition to the income from said fund, any sums
32 which may be specially appropriated therefor by the
33 city council.

1 Sect. 6. The appointment of railroad police in
2 the city of Boston, as authorized under the provisions
3 of chapter three hundred and seventy-two of the
4 acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four,
5 shall be made by the said policq commissioners ; and
6 said commissioners may, if they deem it expedient,
7 upon the written application of any responsible cor-
-8 poration or pei’son, appoint, for a term not exceed-
-9 ing one year, suitable persons to be special police-

10 officers, to serve without pay from the city, under
11 such rules and regulations as the commissioners deem
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12 expedient, with the power of police-officers, to
13 preserve order, and to enforce the laws and the
14 ordinances of the city, in and about any place of
15 amusement, place of public worship, wharf, manu-
-16 factory, or other locality specified in the application:
17 provided that such corporations or persons shall give
18 bond to the city treasurer, satisfactory to the city
19 solicitor, to be liable to parties aggrieved by any
20 official misconduct of such police-officer to the same

21 extent as for the torts of agents and servants in their
22 employment; and proceedings may be had upon
23 said bonds in the same manner as upon the bonds of
24 constables. A record of such appointments shall be
25 kept in the office of the commissioners, and any
26 appointments so made may be revoked by the said
27 commissioners at any time.

1 Sect. 7. The said board of police commissioners
2 may, upon an emergency, or apprehension of riot,
3 tumult, mob, insurrection, pestilence, or invasion,
4 appoint as many special patrolmen, without pay,
5 from among the citizens, as they may deem desi-
-6 rahle. During the service of any special patrolman
7 authorized as aforesaid, he shall possess • all the
8 powers and privileges, and perform all the duties,
9 that may be, by orders, rules, and regulations, from

10 time to time prescribed.

1 Sect. 8. The mayor of the city of Boston shall
2 have power at all times, in any emergency, of which
3 he shall be the judge, to assume command of the
4 whole or any part of the police force in said city.
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1 Sect. 9. The city council of Boston shall have
2 power to pass such ordinances, not inconsistent here-
-3 with, or repugnant to other laws of this Common-
-4 wealth, as to the duties and authority of said board
5 of police commissioners, as it may from time to time
6 deem expedient and necessary.

1 Sect. 10. The members of the Boston police
2 force in office when the said police commissioners
3 are first appointed shall continue to hold their sev-
-4 eral offices until removed or placed on the retired
5 list by the said commissioners; and the present rules
6 and regulations of the board of aldermen for the
7 government of the police shall continue in force
8 until otherwise ordered by the said commissioners.

1 Sect, 11. All acts, or parts of acts, inconsistent
2 herewith, are hereby repealed.

2 sage.
1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon its pas-




