
SENATE .... No. *240.

Mr. Wikst offers the following as a substitute for Senate, No. 212

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in the

State of Vermont, otherwise known as the Southern
Vermont Railroad, and Certain Railroads in Vermont,
to be constructed, to connect with the Troy and
Greenfield Railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Whereas the Troy and Boston Railroad
2 Company, a corporation established under the lawsstablished under the laws

CommcmtDcaltl) of ittasoadjusctts.

8 of Yew York, claim to hold a lease of that portion
4 of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad lying in the
5 state of Vermont, and otherwise known as the Sonth-
-6 ern Vermont Railroad, by the terms of which lease
7 an annual rental is paid to this Commonwealth ; and
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8 whereas said railroad is of value as affording access
9 to that part of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad

10 lying in this Commonwealth, and to the lloosac
state of New York: Now,
ng access to said Troy and
lloosac Tunnel, the said
iad Company are hereby

12 for the purpose of affbrdi
13 Greenfield Railroad and
14 Troy and Boston Railrc
15 authorized and permittc
16 this Commonwealth; an

to assign said lease to
nd thereupon said corpora-
ind discharged from all ob-17 tion shall be released

18 ligations, not already ncurred to the Common-
19 wealth, arising from said lease ; but all future obli-
-20 gations of the said corporation under the same shall
21 be assumed by this Commonwealth; and the said
22 Troy and Boston Railroad, and all other railroads,
23 shall be allowed to connect with said railroad in
24 Vermont at the line of
25 with the same facilities
26 and Greenfield Railroad
27 the transportation of frc

the state of New York,
for the use of the Troy

' and for connection for
ight and passengers, sub-

28 ject to the laws of Vermont, as would be granted
29 to the several railroads if connecting at the state
30 line of Massachusetts : provided, however , that if
31 the Troy and Boston Railroad Company shall not.
32 within forty days from and after the passage of this
33 act, deliver to the governor and council, for the
14 benefit of the Commonwealth, a full assignment of
15 said lease, satisfactory in form to the attorney-
-36 general, said corporation shall have no authority
17 under this act to make such assignment.

1 Sect. 2. If the said Troy and Boston Railroad

11 Tunnel, to and from the
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2 Company shall assign
3 Massachusetts said lea*
4 the same, within forty
5 impartial commission

to the Commonwealth of
e, and all their rights under-
days as above provided, an
if three able and discreet

6 men shall be appointed, one by the governor,
7 with the advice and consent of the council, one
8 by the Troy and Boston Railroad Company, and
9 the third by the commissioners so selected; and.

10 on the failure to appoint the third commissioner
11 for the space of sixty days after the choice of
12 the first two commissioners, then the said third
13 commissioner may be appointed by the supreme
14 court of the state of Vermont, or the judges of
15 said court acting as individuals. When said com-
16 mission shall have been appointed, they shall pro
17 ceed to assess and determine the value of the said
18 lease, subject to its rental, and of the rights of the
19 Troy and Boston Railroad Company under the
20 same ; but, in such assessment and determination, it
21 shall be presumed that free charters for additional
22 railroads may be granted by the state of Vermont
23 to connect the Troy and Greenfield Railroad with
24 the railroads of the state of New York; and the
25 decision of a majority of such commission shall be
26 final. The value of the said lease, and of the rights
27 of said corporation under the same, determined as pro-
-28 vided, shall be paid to the Troy and Boston Railroad
29 Company by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Sect. 3. If said Troy and Boston Railroad Com
2 pany shall not assign said hove provided

the consent of this Commonwealth is hereby given
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4 So far as the same may be lawful, to the Boston
5 Hoosac Tunnel, and Western Railway Company.
6 a corporation duly established under the laws of
T the state of Vermont, to enter upon, and use and
8 locate, construct and maintain, under the laws of
9 the state of Vermont, a railroad upon the rights of

10 way and railroad lands of said Troy and Greenfield
11 Railroad in the state of Vermont, otherwise called
12 the Southern Vermont Railroad, and upon such
13 parts and portions of the same as may be necessary
14 to construct their railroad through the state of Ver-
-15 mont, hut not interfering with the main tracks of
16 the present road, nor entering within one rod of said
IT tracks, except as may be necessary for connection
18 with the Troy and Greenfield Railroad at the state
19 line of Massachusetts

1 Sect. 4. The consent of this Commonwealth re-
-2 ferred to in section three shall not be construed to

3 release the Troy and Boston Railroad Company from
4 any obligations they may be under by virtue of
5 said lease, nor to permit the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel,
6 and Western Railway Company, or any person, to
T enter upon, use, locate, construct, or maintain a rail-
-8 road upon the rights of way or railroad lands of
9 said Troy and Greenfield Railroad, in the state of

10 Vermont, without payment to the said Troy and
11 Boston Railroad Company of all damages caused
12 thereby to said corporation, and to any rights they
13 may have under said lease, as the same may be as-

-14 sessed under the laws of Vermont for the taking
15 of land and other property for such purposes; but
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16 nothing in this act shall be construed to confirm.
O

17 ratify, or validate said lease.

1 Skct. 5. The Boston, lloosac Tunnel, and West-
2 eru Railway Company of Vermont, shall, upon the
3 completion of its road, file in the office of the
4 auditor of this Commonwealth a full, accurate, and
5 detailed statement of the cost of its road, the same

6 to be duly verified by the oaths of its president and
7 treasurer.

1 Sect. 6. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
2 may at any time purchase the railroads and their
3 appurtenances lying in Vermont, located or con-
-4 structed now or hereafter by the said Boston. Hoosac
5 Tunnel, and Western Railway Company, to connect
6 with the Trov and Greenfield Railroad in this Com-
7 monwealth, free of all liens, mortgages, leases, and
8 conveyances, with all the rights of said corporation
9 and all others to use the same, and all the fran-

-10 chises of said corporation, by paying to said cor-
-11 poration the full cost of said railroads, and ten per
12 cent interest thereon, deducting all dividends paid
13 to stockholders thereon, and net earnings thereof
14 undivided; and thereafter said railroads so pur-
-15 chased shall be operated and controlled, so far as

16 the laws of Vermont will permit, in like manner as
17 the Troy and Greenfield Railroad in this Common-
-18 wealth now is, or hereafter may be.

1 Sect. 7. If at any time the Commonwealth of
2 Massachusetts shall become possessed of the said Troy
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and Greenfield Railroad in the state of Vermont,
4 and shall not have purchased the Boston, Hoosac
) Tunnel, and Western Railway in the state of Ver-

6 mont, as provided in this act, and said roads shall
7 be operated as independent parallel roads, while the
8 said Troy and Greenfh Id Railroad in the state of

ssed by this Commonwealth,
;ers which shall be received

9 Vermont shall be posses
10 the freight and passens
11 at the state line of thi
12 Boston. Hoosac Tunnel,
13 which shall .be carried
14 field Railroad in this C(

15 from all tolls and chart
16 upon and for the carri;
17 gers upon the said Tn
18 in the state of Vermont
19 or upon such carriage sin
20 of delivery at the state 1:

Commonwealth from the
, and Western Railway, and
upon the Troy and Green-
mimonwealth, shall be free
ges which may be imposed
age of freight and passen-
oy and Greenfield Railroad
; but tolls and charges for
all be exacted from its place
ine of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 8. Whenever the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel
2 and Western Railway Company of New York, and
3 the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and Western' Railway

4 Company of Vermont, have completed a continuous
5 line of railroad, either by constructing an independ-
-6 ent road, or by using in part existing roads, from
7 the Hudson River, near Mechanicsville, to the Troy
8 and Greenfield Railroad at the state line of Vermont
9 and Massachusetts, the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and

10 Western Railway Company of Vermont, shall be
11 entitled to all the rights and privileges of connect-
-12 ing railroads under chapter seventy-seven of the
13 acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five,
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14 and all acts of this Commonwealth relating to con-

-15 necting roads, until said acts shall be changed by
16 the general court.o

1 Sect. 9. Unless the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and
2 Western Railway Company of New York, and the
3 Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and Western Railway Com-
-4 pany of Vermont, shall have completed and opened
5 for use a continuous line of their railroad from
6 Mechanicsville, in the state of New York, to the
7 Troy and Greenfield Railroad at the state line of
8 Vermont and Massachusetts, before the first day of
9 May, eighteen hundred and eighty, all the rights

10 of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel, and Western Railway
11 Company of Vermont under this act shall cease and
12 determine, and all titles of said corporation acquired
13 under the same shall become void, except as saved
14 bv further laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 10.' The first and second sections of this act
2 shall take effect upon its passage ; and the remain-
-3 ing sections shall take effect whenever the Boston,
4 Hoosac Tunnel, and Western Railway Company of
5 Vermont, shall file in the office of the secretary of
6 this Commonwealth a valid and effective agreement,
7 ratified by a vote of its stockholders, and satis-
-8 factory to the attorney-general, to accept the same,
9 and that all the terms and conditions therein named

10 shall be complied with; provided such agreement
11 shall be so filed within sixty days of the passage of
12 this act, and said agreement shall be recorded in the
13 town of Pownal, in the State of Vermont.




