
SENATE No. m

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the Order and Bill relating to the discipline of
the State Reform School, have made an exhaustive examina-
tion of the subject, by the means of public hearings, a verba-
tim report of which is herewith presented.

As stated in our report made in March (Senate, No. 65),
the difficulties of a reformatory system of discipline have
greatly increased since the school ships were given up, and a
change made in the laws of commitment, by which older and
more incorrigible boys were sent to this institution ; and the
evidence shows conclusively that the experiment of trying to
reform boys of all ages and degrees of crime by the same
means and in one institution, has proved to be impracticable,
as well as contrary to the original intentions of the founders
of this school.

The lack of means for a proper classification, by keeping
the older and more incorrigible separated from the others, has
rendered it difficult to maintain good order and discipline by
ordinary means, or what might have been practicable under
other circumstances, and has imposed upon the officers diffi-
culties and responsibilities, such as do not exist in any other
penal institution in the State, according to the testimony of offi-
cers of such institutions who appeared before us. The new
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wing of the building, now completed, is intended to provide
for the better classification of the boys, and as stated in our
previous report, we believe salutary changes in the mode and
degree of punishment may and will be made, which will con-
tribute to a more healthy discipline and marked improvement
in the entire morale of this institution.

All will admit that discipline must be maintained, and that
punishments in some form are necessary to enforce it. There
is a wide difference of opinion about the proper methods to
be used, as varying circumstances require different methods.
There are those who hold that what is termed corporal pun-
ishment, or punishment which inflicts bodily pain, is never
justifiable, causing only feelings of anger, producing no good
result.

It is apparent, however, that the means suited to a well-
ordered family of children would not, either in form or degree
of severity, answer in a penal institution or a reform school
for obstinate, hardened boys. Therefore, just the best form
and severity necessary must depend upon the characters to be
disciplined and all the circumstances surrounding the case;
but no one would justify cruelty or brutal treatment, no mat-
ter what the offence or the character of the offender might be.

It is therefore of the first importance, to ascertain whether
or not the discipline of the Westborough Reform School
could be justly characterized as brutal and cruel, or only what
might be considered by some persons as unnecessarily severe.

The trustees of the Westborough School are well known in
the community as men of high character, humane in their
instincts, and some of them with large experience as teachers
and managers of boys and young men.

The superintendent, Col. A. G. Shepherd, is highly
esteemed as a kind-hearted, faithful officer, resolute and firm,
but not severe or excitable in temperament.

He has obtained and now has the entire confidence of the
trustees, and both they and the boys themselves express only
the kindest feelings towards him. As the executive officer, he
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has, in the discipline of the boys, carried out what he believed
to be the wishes of the trustees, concealing nothing from
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them; and the responsibility of whatever in mode or degree
in punishment may be considered as objectionable should



31877.1 SENATE—No. 193.

rest upon them rather than him, and, with few exceptions,
they do not seek to avoid it.

It is the opinion of your Committee, that corporal punish-
ment has been too frequently resorted to, and subordinate
officers have been allowed too much discretion in administering
all punishments, and the methods have been frequently objec-
tionable in form, and used without proper judgment.

All the forms of punishment sound harsh and cruel when
effort is made to make them appear so, especially by the use
of expressions evidently intended to inflame and excite the
public mind and convey exaggerated and erroneous impres-
sions of the real facts.

The statements (page 74) first made public by an officer
at the time in the institution, of grossly cruel treatment, and
which were given wide circulation through the press, were
not, on examination, supported by the evidence, and were
mainly what he had learned from the boys themselves; and
his source of information, in one case, was a boy named
Crowley, whom he testified he had himself flogged for lying.

Both Mr. Hinckley and Mr. Phillips, the two officers who
were witnesses against the institution, administered the same
punishments as others, and testified that at the time they
did not consider it either unnecessarily severe or beyond what
circumstances required.

Their connection with the institution having ceased, their
views respecting the discipline had also changed, but for what
especial reason did not appear.

The other evidences of brutal or cruel treatment came
directly from the boys, mainly those now in the institution.
Such testimony should be received with great care and allow-
ance. On this point, General Sprague, sheriff of Worcester
County, testified (page 745) :

“ I should not act on any information I received in that way ; it
would be dangerous to take the testimon}7 of that class and believe
them telling the truth. There might possibly be a little truth, but
most of it will not be true.”

The testimony of thirty boys was taken at the institution
(pages 437-58(5) ; and their statements respecting the slight
causes for which they were flogged,—and in some cases, they
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stated, without any cause,—also their statements respecting
the effect of the sweat-box punishment,—stand unsupported
by other evidence, and was contradicted in many cases by the
testimony of the officers who, when called upon, gave an
entirely different version of the same facts. Several of the
boys were overheard, the same night, to boast of the lies they
had told, and how they had fooled the Committee by their
statements. (Page 814.)

In nearly every instance the boys, after detailing the
icverity of their treatment, said they did not think they

were punished more severely than they deserved for the
offence committed ; they also almost universally expressed
kind feelings towards the superintendent, but in some cases
expressed dislike for some other officer whom they thought
was "down upon them,” which is a common complaint.

A significant fact, however, was, that while they every day
had free access to the superintendent, and frequently to the
trustees, whom they all appeared to know, they in every
instance said they never had made a complaint of harsh treat-
ment, although they knew they had the opportunity to do so.

Father Eagan, of Westborough, a Catholic priest, testified
(page 427) that for nearly three years he has visited the
school about twice a month, and talked privately with the
boys without restriction. He sa3’s no complaints were ever
made to him by the boys of any of their punishments, and
his judgment was that they were kindly treated. In our pre-
vious Report (Senate, No. 65), we stated that punishments by
some of the subordinate officers and employes of the institu-
tion have been at times injudicious and unnecessarily severe.
This was the case with that of Rawson, since discharged
(page 496), which no one justified; and there have been
undoubtedly other cases too severe for the offence, and objec-
tionable in the method in which it was applied; but that the
discipline of the institution is generally unnecessarily harsh,
amounting to brutality, was not sustained by the evidence,
and we do not believe to be true.

There are those whose sympathy for criminals amounts to
sympathy for crime,—ever ready to believe all reports of
abuses, however improbable; and there are others who seem
to find satisfaction in holding up all our institutions in an
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unfavorable light by exaggerating their defects, harshly and
unfairly criticising the officers in charge, boards who super-
vise, and every one else whose opinions may be different
from their own. Such reckless fault-finding and denun-
ciation not only does great injury to our institutions, but tar-
nishes the reputation and brings discredit upon the Common-
wealth throughout the whole
the people, would soon make
character and ability willing
supervising our charitable or

: country; and if supported by
it impossible to obtain men of
to assume the responsibility of
reformatory institutions.

Our conclusions respecting
are as follows :

the discipline of this institution

First. Corporal punishme
sorted to. and in some case,

nt has been too frequently re-
s unnecessarily severe, and the

manner of its application in may instances objectionable.
Second. The use of what has been called the sweat-box

we consider an objectionable form of punishment, liable to
abuse, and had better be abandoned, although no boy appears
ever to have been injured by its use.

Third. The application of water as a punishment for an
offence has been used but a very few times, and then not in
a manner to do any bodily harm to the boys. We advise its
use only to quell insubordination existing at the moment, and
for such a purpose we should consider it a most efficient and
proper remedy.

Fourth. Too much power and discretion have been allowed
to subordinate officers, and we advise that only such officers
as are particularly authorized by the trustees should ever
administer punishments, and only in such a manner as they
shall direct.

Finally, we believe the institution is in most respects in
excellent condition, and the superintendent conscientiously
endeavoring, under very trying circumstances, to promote the
welfare of those under his charge ; and although the discipline
is strict, as the law requires, and in some cases unnecessarily
severe, we do not consider that it has been or that it will be
cither brutal or cruel.

A change in the discipline of this institution was contem-
plated as soon as the new building should be occupied, and
wo believe the suggestions herein offered will render any
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special legislation unnecessary. We therefore report that

accompanying Bill ought not to pass.

GEORGE P. DENNY,
LEWIS N. GILBERT,

Of the Senate

R. M. REYNOLDS
DEXTER A. TOMPKINS,
W. G. TRAIN,
GEO. IV. SANDERSON

Of the House

Senator Swett, by vote of the Committee, was excu

from serving, being one of the Board ot Trustees ot
Reform School.
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The undersigned respectfully dissent from the views ex-
pressed by a majority of the Committee, and beg leave to
present the following Report:

The subject under consideration by the Committee has
been the matter of discipline and the modes of punishment
resorted to at the Westborough Reform School.

This school, according to the report submitted to the Legis-
lature in January last, numbered 349 boys and is provided
for in one main building and three outside buildings, known
as the Farm House, the Garden House and the Peters House
respectively. The latter houses are called trust houses, each
accommodating a family of twenty-five to thirty boys, and
are intended for only such as meritorious conduct has pro-
moted to the higher grades of the school and who are
thereby considered deserving of the extra privileges allowed
in these family houses.

Boys are sent to the institution up to the age of seventeen
years and the usual term of their commitment is during their
minority. The records of the school during the past four
years, however, show that only in a single case has a boy
been retained in the institution until he reached his majority.
Large numbers are discharged each year ; the records of the
last school year showing that 175 boys were discharged,
mostly "on probation” and "on trial”; 21 boys, however,
are recorded as discharged by elopment, six of whom were
returned.

The avera f the boys now in the school is probably
about two years in excess of the age of the boys in the
school ten years ago. The offences, however, for which they
were then committed are clearly shown in the report of the
investigation (page 605) to be identical with the class of
offences resulting in commitment at the present time.

MINORITY REPORT.
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school, we come now to con-
investigation : viz., the raan-

With this brief outline of the
sider the subject-matter of the
ageraent and discipline of thi.
are the modes of punishment

reformatory school. What
resorted to ; by whom and

with what frequency and severity have they been inflicted;
and what has been the effect, whether salutary or otherwise,
upon the school, are the all-important questions here.

The undersigned unhesitatingly assert that in mode, degree
and effect many of them have been not only unwarrantable,
but deserving of severe censure and condemnation. More
than twenty persons connected with the school have been
unrestrained in their power to inflict punishment by the
strap, by the sweat-box, by the lodge, by the hose, and in
some other recognized forms, as their caprice might seem to
dictate, without reference to or knowledge of the superin-
tendent. In the appendix to the testimony (House Doc.
285, pages 831 to 851) are the reports of upwards of five
hundred cases of punishment by .the strap, covering a period
of about fourteen months.

These reports, however, are incomplete, as the testimony
of some of the officers clearly shows. It may be truthfully
said, no correct records of punishment by the strap have been
kept, and no records of punishment in other forms have ever
pretended to have been kept. The superintendent, assistant
iuperinteudent and clerk (the latter a young man who ha
lerved as clerk nearly four years and is now only twenty

five years of age) have punished ad libitum and have never
made any record of the same.

The Stem
The weapon called the strap has been of such a size, shape

and thickness as any officer might select. There has been no
specification of offences for which this and other punishments
might be resorted to ; no limit to the number of blows or
severity of them ; no restraint whatever as to the part of the
body (whether naked or clothed) to which the strap could be
applied. Boys even in the trust houses have not been
exempt from this severe and degrading punishment. On the
contrary, the report of Mr. Dudley, master of the Farm
House, last year, with an average of 30 boys, shows that in
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eight months there were 69 cases of this form of punishment;
the number of blows ranging from 10 to 50, in every case
severe, and aggregating 1,525 blows in all. Boys not only
young in years, but those almost men grown in size, and from
17 to 20 years of age, have alike been subjected to this form
of so-called discipline, in many cases upon the naked back,
and in some cases the Committee have seen marks of their
cruel and brutal punishment, to fitly speak of which the un-
dersigned are unable to find sufficiently strong parliamentary
language.

The Sweat-Box.
The sweat-box (which is fully described on page 482) has

been frequently resorted to as a mode of punishment. The
late assistant superintendent of the institution testified under
oath that probably a hundred boys had been put into it during
the nine months preceding January last, and there appears no
other evidence to materially impair this statement.

The Committee, on their first visit to the institution, in
January last, a few days subsequent to the riot, asked in
regard to the modes of punishment in vogue, and in response
to their inquiry no mention was made of thispeculiar method.
Some days later they heard of the sweat-box, and, though it
has been frequently used for two years, we have good reason
to believe that more than one of the trustees first learned of
its existence from this Committee.

Punishment by confinement in this box (which the resident
trustee, Dr. E. B. Harvey, is pleased to call a wooden strait-
jacket !!) is at the option of the same persons, over twenty in
number, who apply the "strap.” For any offence any officer
may confine any boy for any length of time or any number
of days, in this box, that he may see fit, with these restric-
tions : that the boy is to be fed upon bread and water morn-
ing and night (no dinner) ; that he is to be taken out a few
moments at noon, and at night he is allowed to go to bed.
Punishment by this method, as appears by the testimony,
varies in duration from a few hours to several days.

No proper records have beem kept or required. If the
object of this mode of punishment has been to produce phys-
ical suffering its purpose has not been defeated. It is a bar-
barous mode of discipline and should not longer be tolerated.
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The Lodge.

The lodge, so called, is situated in the basement of the
main building, and contains nineteen cells, and punishment
by confinement therein varies from a few days to several
weeks in duration. This seems to be a reasonable mode of
discipline for aggravated offences, if used with discretion. Its
occupancy has been very frequent; more than half of the
cells appear to be in constant use, and at times they appear to
have been all occupied. In rare cases some boys have been
confined in these cells for several weeks in succession, and
allowed no other clothing than their woollen shirts; bed-
clothing and blankets were furnished them in such cases, but
the boys had not the privilege of dressing themselves for
more than a month. Why punishment by confinement in the
cell was not sufficient, without such inhuman severity is not
satisfactorily explained, and the undersigned do not believe
that any reasonable excuse can be offered therefor.

The Hose.
Another mode of punishment sometimes resorted to is the

drenching of boys with cold water. For this purpose, some-
times a small hose, at other times the large hose (used in
extinguishing fires) has been brought into requisition, with
the steam-pump attached. Its application, in the cases which
have been brought to the attention of the Committee, has all
been during the cold season. This form of torture (for it
deserves no other name) has doubtless, in some cases, extorted
confessions, but it is a relic of barbarism worthy only of the
days of the Inquisition.

The Strait-Jacket and the Gag.

The strait-jacket and the gag have also been a severe
but not frequent mode of punishment. Their use, under any
circumstances, we believe deserving of severe condemnation.

Having thus given a detailed statement of the modes of
punishment at the State Reform School, their effects should
now be carefully considered. We unhesitatingly assert that,
in our judgment, these frequent, severe, indiscriminate, and,
iu many cases brutal punishments, have been the fruitful
cause of much of the disorder, turbulence and rioting iu the
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school, which have, at times culminated in assaults upon its
officers. Obstinacy, hatred and revenge have been the natural
result. Force has appealed to the baser passions and been a
stimulant to antagonism.

It appeared, unmistakably, in the investigation, that severe
corporal punishment had been unusually frequent in Decem-
ber and early in January last. The riot occurred on the 12th
of January. The ringleader had been struck in the face a day
or two previous by a subordinate officer, who was universally
unpopular with the boys. This same officer had been per-
emptorily discharged by a former superintendent for improper
punishment of a boy. After the riot, fifteen boys were in-
dicted for participation therein, and thirteen were sent to the
house of correction at Worcester for terms of imprisonment
from one year and three months to three years.

During the entire investigation, great stress has been laidoO 7 o

upon the fact, that boys of a too-mature age are sent to the
Reform School, and this has been repeatedly urged in exten-
uation both of the modes of punishment and as an excuse for
the disorderly condition of the school. It is said that boys
should not be sent to the school over fifteen years of age.
A careful investigation shows, that the fifteen boys who were
indicted for participation in the riot, were originally com-
mitted to the Reform School at an average of but thirteen
years and four months. Of the two boys (Jones and Fitz-
Gibbons) who committed an assault upon one of the attend-
ants, in order to escape from the institution, the former was
sent to the school at the age of ten, and the latter at the age
of thirteen.

That the trustees and superintendent of the institution have
not had proper means at their disposal to classify the boys,
and have labored under disadvantages, cannot be reasonably
denied. But that such lack of means and such disadvantages
have made it necessary or justifiable to resort to such physical
force as this investigation discloses, cannot for a moment be
maintained. It cannot be defended in Massachusetts. It can
be defended nowhere. It is contrary to the dictates of
humanity, and has recoiled with redoubled force upon the
success and reputation of the school.

The discipline of ten years ago was of a different type.
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During the administration of Governor Andrew, from 1861
to 1867, we are led to believe that the administration of the
school was as beneficent and judicious as was that of the
State wise aud patriotic. Corporal punishment was then
seldom resorted to, and never in its degrading forms ; under
no circumstances was it allowed in the trust houses. For
three successive months the lodge was without an occupant;
during a whole year no boy was kept in the lodge over night;
no riots, assaults, combinations or outbreaks marred the har-
mony of the school; the sweat box, the strap, the hose, the
strait-jacket, the gag were unknown; elopements from the
school in six years were but a fraction of what they have
been during the past four years.

But it will be said that the class of boys then in the school
was entirely different from the boys now in the school. As
is stated early in this Report, the class of offences for which
they were then committed is identical with the class of
offences for which they are now committed ; but the average
age of the boys is about two years in excess now. The
present governor of the Commonwealth was one of nine dis-
tinguished gentlemen who visited the school at that time, and
appended his name to a letter highly complimentary to the
school, from which we quote the following:—

“We spent the entire day in a thorough examination of the man-
ner in which this institution is managed. It was no holiday occa-
sion. Nothing seemed ‘ fixed up ’ for our coming. The trustees
and the superintendent allowed us to see the school, not in its
Sunday clothes, but in its every-day and working garb. No parent
who has a son here need have a moment’s anxious thought lest the
physical, mental or moral culture of his child should be neglected.
They seem rather to be children gathered in what is realty to them
a happy home. They have a cheerful air, their faces have the ruddy
glow of high health, they move to their various duties with a quick
and willing step, they are neatly clad, clean, and appear generally as
do the sons of a well-regulated family. These results evidently
sprang not from any slavish fear. Nothing of the kind can be
detected. They dread not the haughty frown or the cruel lash.
While corporal punishment is not strictly interdicted, its practice is
almost unknown. It is as clear as noon-day that there is a mightier
influence at work here than fear can exert, and that the hand which
guides the , various movements of this complicated organism is a
gentle hand.”
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The school has indeed changed, and so has its mode of dis-
cipline. If the character of some of its inmates has made it
more of a penal institution, there should have been increased
caution in regard to its punishments. A fatal mistake has
been made in increasing the severity and inhumanity of its
discipline because larger and more vicious boys have been
dealt with.

Truly has it been said, "that there is no greater mistake
in the whole compass of penal discipline, than its studied
imposition of degradation as a part of punishment. Such
imposition destroys every better impulse and aspiration. It
crushes the weak, irritates the strong, and indisposes all to
submission and reform. It is trampling where we ought to
raise, and is therefore as unchristian in principle as it is
unwise in policy.”

We cannot concur with the majority of the Committee, who,
though not approving all the modes of punishment that have
been resorted to in the Westborough Reform School, are yet
willing to report that no " legislation is necessary,” especially
when we consider that the chairman of the board of trustees
and the trustee resident in the town of Westborough (the
latter also physician of the institution) are the only trustees
who have given testimony before the Committee, and they
approve all the forms of punishment, and think they have been
justifiable. That such is the unanimous opinion of the mem-
bers of the board, we will not believe, for it is only too evi-
dent that this investigation has for the first time disclosed to
some cruelty and severity which their well-known humanita-
rian views would most severely condemn.

We believe that the disease which threatens to destroy the
reformatory influence of the school has become chronic and
deep-seated, which no mere palliative treatment can effectually
cure. We indorse the legislation proposed by the Chairman
of the Committee on the part of the House (Mr. Washburn
of Worcester), annexed to his report, and have presented
our views thus fully and thus plainly, actuated solely by a
sense of public duty.

CHARLES J. PRESCOTT.
LEWIS G. LOWE.
CHARLES W. DAVIS.
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The undersigned, a minority of the Joint Committee
on Public Charitable Institutions, is of the opinion that the
evidence submitted to the Committee at their hearings, and
herewith transmitted, leads to the following conclusions :

First. That the power to inflict corporal punishment is
one, the exercise of which is attended by many possible
dangers, and should be carefully guarded against abuses.
While it would be probably unsafe to prohibit it absolutely,
and under all circumstances in this institution, its use should
be closely restricted, and the power to direct its infliction
placed only in the most responsible hands. To this end he
recommends the passage of the accompanying bill, entitled
"An Act relating to the discipline in the Westborough Re-
form School.”

Second. While recognizing the difficulties which have
existed in the way of complete success in the administration
of the affairs of the Reform School, not unaware of the
danger, in seasons of popular excitement, of doing injustice
to men who may honestly feel that, in the discharge of an
important public trust, they have acted in good faith and
according to their sense of duty, the undersigned is yet of
opinion that, after a full and dispassionate consideration of
the whole subject, the public interest will be subserved by
a reorganization of the board of trustees and a reduction in
the number of its members.

The testimony herewith reported shows that modes of
discipline and punishment have been in use in this institution
which the good-sense and conscience of this community can-
not sanction. The trustees are its managers, and responsible
for its methods and success. The testimony further shows
that these modes of punishment have been approved by some
of the existing board who still believe in their propriety and

DISSENTING REPORT.
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necessity, while on the other hand some members of the
board are eager to disclaim any knowledge of their existence.
It is not unreasonable to say of the former that they are not
likely to be the most efficient advisers are supporters of the
superintendent in the attempt to initiate a new and better sys-
tem of discipline ; and of the latter, that their past record as
trustees is not an earnest of great future usefulness. And of
the Board, as a whole, it seems to the undersigned necessary
to say, in all kindness and personal respect, that the public
confidence in this institution, which is so essential to its com-
plete success and usefulness, would not be strengthened by
their continuation in office.

Moreover, it is believed that more frequent meetings of this
board should be held than are now i-equired by law, and that
in a board consisting of a somewhat smaller number there is
likely to exist a fuller sense of individual responsibility, and
as a reduction in the present number would probably be im-
practicable without a reorganization of the board, he finds
additional reason for recommending the passage of the accom-
panying bill "in relation to the Westborough Reform School.”

These conclusions are stated calmly and judicially, with
no disposition to be harsh in judgment or too severe in criti-
cism ; or, least of all, to join in a popular cry of denunciation.
But in the effort to fully re-establish this institution in the
regard aud confidence of the public, to make most available
its new resources, to give the superintendent that aid and
strong support which will be indispensable to his success, it is,
in the judgment of the undersigned, expedient and necessary
that men shall be appointed to this trust who shall not only be
able and discreet, but who shall attend diligently to its duties,
make the highest good of the inmates a study, and cooperate
in the adoption of better methods with energy and faith in
their success.

Third. Much was said before the Committee on the subject
of a change in the law of commitments to this institution in
order to relieve it of many of the older inmates. The weight
of argument was not wholly on one side, though it is probable,
were this question a new one, a different system of commit-
ment would be adapted. But in view of the fact that the
State has recently expended a large sum of money in the
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erection of new buildings for the single purpose of providing
for the reception and treatment of the more refractory in-
mates, and that many enlightened persons believe that the
result of this change will be in a high degree beneficial, the
undersigned is of opinion that the experiment should be
tried for the present and that no change in the law relating
to commitment should now be made.

JOHN D. WASHBURN.
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AN ACT
Relating to Discipline in the Westborough Reform

School.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows: •

1 Sect. 1. Corporal punishment shall only be
2 permitted in the Westborough Reform School
3 under such rules and regulations and by such
4 modes as shall be prescribed by the trustees. No
5 such punishment shall be inflicted, except by the
6 direction of the superintendent or assistant super-
-7 intendent in charge, to whom the offence shall be
8 reported, and who shall designate the nature and
9 extent of punishment to be inflicted.

1 Sect. 2. In every case of such punishment, a
2 record of the offence and the mode and extent of
3 the punishment shall be made and presented to
4 the trustees at their next meeting.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

(Eommomoealtl) of ittassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The governor, Avith the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall, before the fifteenth
3 day of June next, appoint five competent persons,
4 who shall constitute the board of trustees at the
5 Westborough Reform School, in whom the gov-
-6 eminent of said reform school shall be vested.
7 They shall hold their offices for the term of one,
8 two, three, four and five years respectively, from
9 the fifteenth day of June next. The governor

10 shall in like manner before the fifteenth day of
11 June in each year appoint a trustee to continue in
12 office for the term of five years from said day, and
13 in case of any vacancy occurring in the board, by
14 resignation or otherwise, shall in the same manner
15 appoint a trustee for the residue of the term, and
16 may in like manner remove any trustee. The
17 trustees shall receive no compensation for their

(tfommcmroealtl) of iWassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
In relation to the Westborough Reform School.
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18 services, but shall be allowed all expenses incurred
19 by them in the discharge of their duties.

1 Sect. 2. The powers and duties of the board
2 established by this act shall be the same as those
3 of the board of trustees established by chapter
4 seventy-six of the General Statutes, and chapter
5 sixty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and
6 seventy-two.

1 Sect. 3. Section four of chapter seventy-six of
2 the General Statutes is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out the word " five ” in the thirteenth line and
4 inserting the word " three,” and section seven by
5 striking out the words " three months ” in the fifth
6 line, and inserting the word " month.” Section
7 one of said chapter is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act, so far as it relates to the
2 appointment of trustees, shall take effect upon its
3 passage, and for all other purposes on the fifteenth
4 day of June next.




