
SENATE No. 29.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Bill relating to district courts, have duly considered the
same and report the Bill in a new draft, and that the same
ought to pass.

GEORGE F. VERRY.

QTommomuealU) of illassacljusctts.

In Senate, January 31, 1874.



2 FJan.DISTRICT COURTS.

AN ACT
Relating to District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The fees for attending as jurors in
2 the district courts shall be three dollars and fifty
8 cents a day for attendance, and eight cents a mile
4 for travel out and home.

1 Sect. 2. Deputy-sheriffs shall be paid for at-
-2 tendance upon said courts, at the sessions thereof
8 for trials by jury, four dollars and fifty cents a day,
4 and for travel out and home once a week during
5 the attendance five cents a mile, to be paid out of
6 the county treasury.

tfommomuealtt) of Massachusetts.
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1 Sect. 3. Parties recovering costs in civil ac-
-2 tions in said courts, shall be allowed a term fee
3 of five dollars instead of the term fee now allowed
4 by law.
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1 Sect. 4. Said courts may, at any time before
2 judgment in a civil action, set aside the verdict
3 and order a new trial, for any cause for which a

4 new trial may be granted, or after verdict may re-
-5 port the case for the determination of the supreme
6 judicial court.

1 Sect. 5. Decisions of the justices of said
2 courts upon pleas in abatement or motions to dis-
-3 miss for defect of form in process, shall be final
4 on the question raised.

1 Sect. 6. All provisions of law applicable to
2 the superior court, relating to the taking, filing,
3 and allowing exceptions and taking appeals in
4 matters of law, shall apply to said district courts
5 when trial by jury is had or claimed.

1 Sect. 7. Said courts may, in their discretion,
2 appoint one or more auditors to hear the parties,
3 and all provisions of law applicable to auditors
4 appointed under the provisions of section forty-six
5 of chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the
6 General Statutes, shall be applicable in case of
7 auditors so appointed.

1 Sect. 8. Copies of papers relating to a ques-
-2 tion of law arising in said courts upon appeal, bill
3 of exceptions, reserved case or otherwise, shall be
4 transmitted to, and be entered in, the law docket of
5 the supreme judicial court for the proper county,
6 but the entry thereof shall not transfer the case,
7 but only the questions to be determined.

1 Sect. 9. Said courts shall receive, examine and
2 allow accounts for services and expenses incident
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3 to and arising; at the sessions thereof held for trials
4 by jury, and order the payment thereof out of the
5 treasury of the county in which they are respec-
-6 tively located. .

1 Sect. 10. Said courts may, in all cases upon
2 motioii, order the defendant to file an answer to
3 the declaration.

2 court may appoint a clerk, pro tempore,
who shall

3 be duly sworn, and shall perform the duties of the
4 office. The compensation of the clerk pro tempore
5 shall be fixed by the court at a sum not exceeding
6 the salary of the clerk, for the time he shall serve,
7 and shall be paid by the clerk.

1 Sect. 12. The assistant clerks may perform
2 such of the duties of the clerk as are not per-
-3 formed by him, and upon the absence, resignation,
4 death or removal of the clerk, the assistant clerk
5 shall perform his duties, under the direction of
6 the court, until he resumes his duties or a clerk is
7 elected or appointed and qualified, and his compen-
-8 sation for such service shall be paid by the clerk.
9 In case ofthe death, resignation or removal of the

10 clerk, the assistant clerk shall account Avith and
11 pay over the money in his hands to the officer with
12 whom the clerk is required by laAv to account.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect upon its

1 Sect. 11. In the absence of the clerk, the

2 passage.


