
SENATE No. 32.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of the 28th iust., containing the following imper-
ative order of the Senate:-

"Whereas, There is contained in the annual report of the
police commissioners for the year ending December 28th,
1873, the following statement:
"'The open [liquor] traffic is driven from many of the

counties
"Therefore, Ordered, That

port further, by designating the
annual report.”

the police commissioners re-
counties so referred to in said

When the report was written, the writer had in his mind
particularly the counties of Norfolk, Plymouth and Darn-
stable.

Perhaps the term many was not as carefully considered as
it should have been, for it was hardly proper to apply it to a
part of a number no greater than fourteen, —the whole num-
ber of counties in the State; while, at the same time, the
same proportion of towns to the wholenumber might properly
be called many.

What is meant by the term open traffic, is a traffic where
no means are taken to conceal it, like the traffic in beef,
grains, or any other commodity not prohibited by law. That
traffic cannot be called open that is driven to back rooms, cel-
lars and other hidden places. In places where there are no
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legal restrictions upon the sale of intoxicating liquors, or
where a license law prevails, may be seen elegant saloons, the
whole fronts of which are lighted during the day by large
windows of tine clear plate-glass, and at night jets of gas
illuminate them with a perfect blaze of splendor, with a bar in
lull view to all outside, a temptation for young and old. But
we challenge any one to show such an establishment in any
county in this Commonwealth. Here, covers of ground-glass,
curtains and screens are so arranged that no stranger would
mistrust the character of the establishment unless he passed
inside.

No attempt is made to show that liquors are not sold in
every county in the State. It is known and deplored; but,
like everything else which the law makes a crime, the more
closely it is looked after the more secret it becomes, finding:7 O

its only protection in concealment.
Even in the city of Boston, in a tour made during an even-

ing of the present week, the writer was agreeably surprised
to find how much pains are taken by the vendors to conceal
their business from outside evidence. Not a place was found
where efforts had not been successfully made to screen from
outside view the nature of the transactions within.

It is proper that it should be stated that the Chairman of
the Police Commissioners is alone responsible for the remark
referred to. It might not have been noticed particularly by
the other member of the Board who signed the report, and
who is not now a member. And the recently appointed
member never saw it until after it was printed.

All of which is respectfully submitted

JAMES. L. BATES,
Chairman Police Commissioners

S. N. Gifford, Clerk of the Senate.

Boston, January 31, 1874.


