
SENATE No. 219.

In Senate, May 1, 1874.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the memo-
rial of George M. Weston, praying for compensation for ser-
vices rendered, and for re-imbursement of expenses incurred
in the prosecution of the Massachusetts claim against the
general government, report that they are unanimously of
the opinion, formed upon the examination of such documents
as were at hand, and such other evidence as has been pre-
sented to them, that Mr. Weston did perform valuable ser-
vices and incur considerable expense in the prosecution of this
large claim, which did, in a great degree contribute to the re-
covery by the Commonwealth of a large sum of money, with-
out which it seems extremely doubtful that it would have
been recovered. For this service and expenditure, it does
not appear that he has in any manner been compensated or
re-imbursed by the Commonwealth, and common justice
would seem to require that he should be remunerated.

But having in view the dangerous precedent which the pay-
ing of an unauthorized agent would create, they believe the
utmost caution should be exercised; and that the legislature
should have the most ample and perfect understanding pos-
sible of all the facts and circumstances connected with a mat-
ter involving, as this does, so many important and delicate
considerations, before being called upon to pass final judgment
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upon it, that justice may be secured to the claimant, and the
dignity and honor of the Commonwealth be maintained.

Not possessing the means of obtaining all the information
and evidence deemed necessary, in the judgment of the Com-
mittee they are not the proper tribunal to consider it, and
report the accompanying Resolve.

Per order of the Committee,

N. L. JOHNSON.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

RESOLVE

In relation to the Claim of George M. Weston.

(Commonrocaltl) of ittassactyusetts.

Resolved, That the governor and council be, and are here-
by authorized, to examine alone, or in concurrence with the
governor and council of Maine, all and every claim that may
be presented to them by George M. Weston, late of Maine,
for services rendered and moneys expended by him in aiding
the collection of the claim of Massachusetts against the gen-
eral government, for services of her soldiers and moneys ex-
pended in the last war with Great Britain; and they are here-
by empowered, in furtherance of this subject, to sendfor per-
sons and papers, and to report to the next general court, what
sum, if any, said Weston is entitled to receive from the
Commonwealth.




