
SENATE No. 241.

Harbor Commissioners’ Office, 8 Pemberton Square, /

Boston, May 7, 1874. $

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Board of Harbor Commissioners respectfully submit
herewith to the legislature the forms of two Acts, one for the
establishment of a harbor hue on the southerly shore of the
south channel of Mystic River in the city of Boston, and the
other for a modification of the harbor line on the north shore
of Gloucester Harbor.

The line proposed for the south channel of Mystic River
was recommended by the Board in its seventh annual report
to the legislature, after a public hearing upon the subject, at
which all parties interested, who appeared, assented to the
line as a satisfactory one.

No objection was made to it before the harbor committee
of the last legislature, to which it was referred for considera-
tion. So far as the Board can ascertain, it was merely from
accident that the committee did not report this line for enact-
ment. All parties interested approve it, and there are
wharves to be extended on this shore, as soon as the general
line of occupation has been fixed by law.

The modified line on the north shore of Gloucester Harbor,
is proposed, after a full hearing of all parties interested, and
after the public notice required by law, whenever the Board

(ftommonujcoltl) of illassadjusctts.



[May,2 HARBOR LINES

gives a hearing upon the question of the establishment or
change of harbor lines. There is no opposition to the line
proposed. On the contrary, it has been petitioned for by the
parties owning the shore along which it is proposed to establish
it. The change is desired for the additional wharf and dock
room which it will make possible. The peculiar business
interests of Gloucester, with its large and increasing fleet of
fishing vessels, call for a discriminating adjustment of the
wharf-frontage to the basin of the harbor, which, although
excellent, is not large and should not be unduly encroached
upon. At the same time, however, consideration should be
given to the fact that the shores are abrupt and rocky, and
give less than the usual opportunity for increasing the area of
wharves and docks.

The
t

portion of the shore affected by the proposed change,
is at the widest part of the upper or inner harbor.

Care has been taken not to extend the new line beyond the
limit of shoal ground, and also to describe a line more con-
formable to the general trend of the shore, more even and
ymmetrical than the line now established
The new line will at no point run more than sixty feet be-

yond the existing line, or encroach upon the practicable an-
chorage ground or the area of the harbor required for common
navigation.

The Board has already presented in its report to the legis-
lature the form of an Act which embodies a portion of the
change here recommended, and is now under consideration by
the harbor committee.

The demand for an additional change was brought to the
attention of the Board but a few weeks ago.

The Board would not submit these recommendations so late
in the session, were it not confidently assured, from the public
hearings it has had upon these subjects, that no controversy
could arise in regard to the expediency of adopting them.

For the Board of Harbor Commissioners,

JOSIAH QUINCY, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To establish a Harbor Line on the South Channel of

Mystic River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Represen-
tatives. in General Court assembled,, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Ho wharf, pier or other structure
2 shall be extended into or over tide-water in the
3 south channel of Mystic River, between the north-
-4 westerly corner of the sea-wall of the United
5 States navy yard and the present harbor line at
6 the westerly end of said channel from the south-
-7 erly bank of said river beyond the line hereinafter
8 defined.
9 The line on the southerly side of the south

10 channel of Mystic River begins at the north-west-
-11 erly corner of the sea-wall of the United States
12 navy yard and runs westerly in a straight line to
13 the present north-westerly corner of Holmes’
14 wharf; thence continues westerly in a straight
15 line to the present north-easterly corner of

Cmnmomccaltl) of iitassad)Uoctto.



[May,4 HARBOR LINES.

16 Stone’s wharf- thence continues westerly follow-
-17 mg and coinciding with the northerly face of said
18 Stone’s wharf and continues in the same direction
19 to the present north-easterly corner of Clark and
20 Smith’s wharf; thence continues westerly in a
21 straight line to a point in the present harbor line
22 at the westerly end of said south channel and dis-
-23 tant one hundred and fifty feet southerly from the
24 north-westerly corner of said channel as said chan-
-25 nel is defined in chapter four hundred and eighty-
-26 one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
27 fifty-five.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

To change a portion of the Harbor Line in Gloucester
Harbor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. So much of the one hundred and
2 twenty-fourth chapter of the acts of the year
3 eighteen hundred and sixty-six as establishes a
4 harbor line beyond which, in Gloucester Harbor,
5 no wharf, pier or other structure shall ever here-
-6 after be extended into or over tide-waters in the
7 harbor of Gloucester, from a point in the line
8 established by said act, three hundred and eight
9 feet distant from the centre of the gasometer,

10 which point is near the south-easterly corner of
11 the railway wharf of Burnham Brothers, to the
12 south-east corner of a wharf then of S. W. Brown,
13 is hereby repealed; and in place of such portion of
14 said harbor line, a harbor line is hereby estab-
-15 lished, beginning at said point in the line estab-
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16 lished by said act of the year eighteen hundred
17 and sixty-six, distant three hundred and eight feet
18 from the centre of the gasometer and near the
19 south-easterly corner of said railway wharf of
20 Burnham Brothers, and running thence in a
21 straight line north-easterly to a point distant fifty
22 feet south-easterly from the south-easterly corner
23 of the present wharf of Leighton and Company;
24 thence running north-easterly again in a straight
25 line to a point distant sixty feet south-easterly
26 from the south-westerly corner of the present
27 wharf of Dennis and Ayer, formerly of J. Low,

28 junior; thence running north-easterly again in a
29 straight line to a point ten feet southerly from the
30 south-easterly corner of the present middle wharf
31 of John Pew, formerly of Charles Friend and Com-
-32 pany; thence running north-easterly again in a

33 straight line to the south-easterly corner of the
34 present easterly wharf of said John Pew; thence
35 running north-easterly again in a straight line to
36 the, south-easterly corner of the present wharf of
37 Brown Brothers, formerly of S. W. Brown. Be-
-38 yond said last described line hereby established,
39 no wharf, pier or other structure shall ever here-
-40 after be extended, into or over tide-waters in said
41 harbor of Gloucester.

1 Sect. 2. The fourth and fifth sections of the
2 one hundred and twenty-fourth chapter of the acts
3 of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six shall
4 apply to this act.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take etfect on its pas-
-2 sage.


