
SENATE No. 289.

Executive Department, Boston, May 19, 1874.

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives:

Herewith I have the honor to inclose certain Resolves of
the General Assembly of Connecticut, this clay received from
His Excellency Charles R. Ingersoll, Governor of that Com-
monwealth. His Excellency advises us that these Resolves,
in expression of the sympathy of the people of Connecticut
with the sufferers by the recent calamity in the valley of Mill
River, were adopted by a unanimous vote. He also advises
me that he will at once send a committee to the locality of the
disaster, for the purpose of carrying into effect the vote of the
General Assembly, and, in behalf of his Commonwealth, he
cordially tenders any further assistance it may have in its
power to bestow. This expression of sympathy on the part
of the legislature of Connecticut, so feelingly communicated
by Governor Ingersoll, is at once so unexpected and so touch-
ingly generous, that.it must affect our people most deeply.

We cannot doubt that it will carry gladness to the hearts
of hundreds who are bowed down with grief, and strengthen
the ties whereby we are bound to our sister State. That our
gratitude may be fully embodied, I communicate the Resolves
for the response of the General Court.

THOMAS TALBOT.

CommontDmlll) of illassacljusetts.
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State of (Jonneetimt.

General Assembly, May Session, A. D. 1874.

Whereas, A calamity unparalleled in New England in its
suddenness and in its destructiveness to life and property has
occurred in our sister State of Massachusetts, whereby the
once prosperous villages of Williamsburg, Haydensville,
Leeds and Florence have become the scene of utter desola-
tion and a heavy woe ; therefore,

Be it resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be here-
by authorized and requested to tender to the state of Massa-
chusetts au expression of our profoundest sympathies in this
overwhelming calamity.

And be it further resolved, That the sum of ten thousand
dollars be appropriated from the treasury of this state, and
made subject to the draft of His Excellency the Governor, to
be applied by him in such manner as he shall deem best for
the relief of the sufferers by the aforesaid calamity.

THIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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Commontotaltfj of Iftassadjusetts.

Ordered, That Messrs. Norcross, Aiken and Hayes, with
such as the House may join, be a committee to consider what
disposition shall be made of the resolutions from the State of
Connecticut relating to the disaster at Williamsburg.

Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk.

House of Representatives, May 19, 1874.

Concurred.

GEO. A. MARDEN, Clerk.

House op Representatives, May 20, 1874.

Messrs. Codman of Boston, Adams of Quincy, Slade of
Somerset, Sprague of Framingham, Reed of Weymouth,
Davol of Fall River, Harris of Wrentham and Pratt of Graf-
ton, are joined on the part of the House.

GEO. A. MARDEN, Clerk.

In Senate, May 19, 1874.



4 [MayDISASTER AT WILLIAMSBURG.

(ffontraontociiltl; of |passax(msctfs.

The Joint Special Committee, to Avhom was referred the
Resolutions of the State of Connecticut relating to the disas-
ter at Williamsburg, and who were instructed by joint order
of the two Houses to consider what action should be taken
thereon, report the accompanying Resolutions.

A. NORCROSS,
D. AIKEN,
FRANCIS B. HAYES,

mmittee on the part of the Sena(

C. R. CODMAN,
J. Q. ADAMS,
WM. L. SLADE,
F. H. SPRAGUE,
D. F. REED,
JOHN DAYOL, Jr.
A. W. HARRIS,
CHAS. L. PRATT,

Connmitl.ee.: on the nn.rt of themmittee on the part of the House

In Senate, May 20, 1874.
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RESOLUTIONS

In response to the Action of the General Assembly of the
State of Connecticut relative to the Disaster at Williams-
burg.

Whereas, A copy of resolutions adopted by unanimous
vote of the general assembly of the state of Connecticut,
expressive of the deep interest and solicitude of her people,
awakened by the overwhelming calamity which has over-taken
the residents of the valley of Mill River, and making a
munificent appropriation for their relief, has been transmitted
by His Excellency Charles R. Ingersoll, governor of said
state, to His Honor the lieutenant-governor of this Common-
wealth, and by him communicated to the legislature ; there-
fore

Resolved, That we welcome with tender sensibility and
profound gratitude this noble utterance of the people of a
sister state who, in an hour of great loss and bereavement to
so many of our people, and while a sudden and appalling
disaster has brought sorrow to all our hearts, have hastened
to share our affliction and alleviate our suffering by their cor-
dial expression of deep sympathy and fraternal regard.

Resolved, That a copy of the resolutions transmited to us
be extended upon the records of the general court of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as a memorial of the charity

(Hommonroealtl) of Jttassadjusettß.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.
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bestowed thereby, and the grateful friendship therein ex
pressed.

Resolved, That His Honor the lieutenant-governor be re-
quested to forward a copy of these resolutions to His Excel-
lency the governor of the state of Connecticut.

Senate, May 21, 1874.

Passed.
Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.

House op Representatives, May 21, 1874.

Passed in concurrence.

Geo. A. Maeden, Clerk.


