
SENATE No. 353.

[Substituted for House, No. 603.]

rESOLvE

Relative to the Appointment of a Commission to Report to
the next Legislature a Plan for the Utilizationof the Hoosac
Tunnel, and for other purposes.

Resolved, That the governor, with the advice and consent
of the council, appoint five able and discreet persons to
examine and report to the next legislature a plan for the
utilization of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac
Tunnel, and for the organization and perfection of one or
more continuous consolidated lines of railroad from Boston to
the Hudson River by way of the Hoosac Tunnel, with a view
of promoting the establishment of one or more competing
lines of railroads to the west.

This commission shall, in a report to be made to the next
legislature, during the first week of the session, furnish full
and specific information on the following points :

First. What combination, consolidations or running ar-
rangements can be made by and between the Commonwealth,
as owner of the Hoosac Tunnel, and Troy and Greenfield
Railroad, and any other railroad corporation of this state,
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with a view to organizing a through railroad route between
Boston and Lake Ontario or the west.

Second. What connections or arrangements can be made
between the Iloosac Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield
Railroad and any persons or corporations without the Com-
monwealth, with a view to establishing such through route,
and the terms and conditions on which the same can be
effected.

Third. To ascertain what legal rights have been reserved
at any time to the Commonwealth in respect to taking pos-
session of the roads of any corporation connecting with said
Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and through
what process and at what probable cost such rights could be
exercised.

Fourth. On what terms the railroads connecting with the
Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, as a
through line from Boston to the west, could be purchased or
leased by the Commonwealth.

Fifth. What contracts have been entered into between the
Commonwealth and corporations operating any roads con-
nected with said Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield
Railroad, together with their opinions as to the purport, value
and binding effect of such contracts.

Sixth. In addition to the foregoing, the said commission-
ers shall further give such other information and offer such
suggestions and recommendations in regard to the manage-
ment, development or disposition to be made of such railroad
and tunnel as they may deem expedient and for the interest
of the Commonwealth.


