
SENATE No. 358.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was recom-
mitted the Resolve (House Doc. No. 421) iu favor of James
Kelley, George Hayes, Daniel O’Grady and Thomas Plunkett,
granting them $5OO each, and an annuity of $lOO each from
January 1, 1874, during their natural lives, iu consideration
of their mutilation and great sufferings iu the late war; which
Resolve was amended in the Senate hy including iu its pro-
visions George C. Buckman, —report that, in addition to the
soldiers above named, your Committee were requested to
consider the claims of Joseph Simpson and Charles J. Cox,
and also a Resolve subsequently introduced in favor of Charles
E. Barnard, granting him the same aid; these last named
being all as claimed equally entitled, by reason of their muti-
lation and sufferings, to the extra gift and annuity named iu
this Act.

Your Committee had hardly begun to investigate these
cases when they were informed there were other parties desir-
inrr to put in an appearance and have a hearing, for either the
same extra state aid, or for such as their cases might seem to
demand, and at once we were impressed with the conviction
that this Act, prompted by a generous impulse to do some-
thing extraordinary for bravo men who had endured extraor-
dinary sacrifices and sufferings, was likely to result iu a
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general feeling on the part of those receiving state aid, that
there was partiality shown in these cases, which was not just
to others, and might constrain us to consider a large number

O O

of cases on their individual needs, or oblige us to revise our
entire scale of state aid to conform to the precedent here
established.

While considering how best to meet these difficulties, and
treat with due consideration these permanently and totally
disabled soldiers who deserve of their country tender sym-
pathy and generous aid, your Committee learned that by
recent Act of Congress, the present month, this class of pen-
sioners, who have heretofore received from the United States
$31.25 per month, shall in lieu thereof bo entitled to receive
$5O per month, or $6OO per annum; an increase of $225 per
year. In addition to this is our state aid of not less than six
dollars per month. This state aid, however, in the case of
George C. Buckman is $l4 per month, so that he now
receives as follows :

United States pension, $31.25 a month,
State aid, $l4 a mouth,

$375 00
168 00

Total, $543 00

And by the new United States
he will hereafter receive,

Act, in addition,
225 00

Making a total, under present laws, of $768 00

Wo herewith submit the Act covering these cases, together
with other Acts providing for other cases, passed at the same
time.

An Act to increase the Pensions of Soldiers and Sailors who have been totally
Disabled.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section four
of the act entitled “ An Act to revise, consolidate and amend the
laws relating to pensions,” and approved March 3, 1873, be so
amended that all persons who, while in the military or naval service
of the United States and in the line of dut}', have been so per-
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manently and totally disabled as to require the regular personal aid
and attendance of another person, by the loss of the sight of both

e 3 es 5 or by the loss of the sight of one eye, the sight of the other
having been previously lost, or by the loss of both hands, or by the
loss of both feet, or by any other injury resulting in total and per-
manent helplessness, shall be entitled to a pension of fifty dollars
per month; and this shall be in lieu of a pension of thirty-one dol-
lars and twenty-five cents per month granted to such persons by said
section ; provided , that the increase of pension shall not be granted
by reason of an} - of the injuries herein specified unless the same have
resulted in permanent total helplessness, requiring the regular per-
sonal aid and attendance of another person.

“ Provided , further , That all persons who, under like circum-
stances, have lost either an arm at or above the elbow, or a leg at
or above the knee, shall be rated in the second class, and shall
receive twenty-four dollars per month.”

An Act to equalize Pensions in certain Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That all persons
entitled to pensions under special acts fixing the rate of such pen-
sions, and now receiving or entitled to receive a less pension than
that allowed by the general pension laws under like circumstances,
are, in lieu of their present rate of pension, hereby declared to be
entitled to the benefits and subject to the limitations of the general
pension laws entitled “An Act to revise, consolidate and amend
the laws relating to pensions,” approved March 3, 1873 ; and that
this act shall go into effect from and after its passage: provided ,

that this act shall not be construed to reduce any pension granted
by special act. Approved June 6, 1874.

We arc informed that some of the friends of these
soldiers in this legislature, have know of this action of Con-
gress and were instrumental in securing it. Such may be the
fact, but we are satisfied that it is not generally known that
such extra provision for them has been made, and are con-
strained to believe that if it were, the action of this legislature

Another Act passed has the following provision :

Another act is as follows :
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might have been different. Certainly no announcement of this
legislation at Washington appeared in the public print until
within a few days.

It is evidently the duty of the country for whom these men
have suffered to care for them wholly. Whatever Massa-
chusetts docs more than this should be without prefer-
ence or partiality, and so far as we have facts in the cases
submitted, it would not bo just to confine the substantial
benefits of this Act to the four (4) persons first named in the
Resolve, to the exclusion of the others, nor do wo feel satis-
fied to embrace them all in its provisions without such an
investigation of each and the number and needs of others
similar, together with the true purpose and policy of the
Commonwealth in regard to the whole subject, as we find our-
selves unable to make at this last hour of the session.

We therefore feel obliged reluctantly to report against the
passage of the Resolve, and to recommend that the whole
thing bo referred to the next General Court.

For the Committee,

JONA. A. LANE.


