
SENATE No. 56.

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred the petition of the town of Westborough for an
Act to supply said town with pure water, have duly consid-
ered the petition, and beg leave to report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

GEO. D. WHITTLE.

Commomomitl) of iftassacljusrtts.

In Senate, February 25, 1873.



Feb.11 TOWN OF WESTBOROUGH.

AN ACT
To provide the Town of Westborough with pure

Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

Commomxicaiti) of iflassactyusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three

1 Sect. 1. The town of Westborough is hereby
2 authorized to supply itself and its inhabitants with
3 pure water to extinguish fires, generate steam, and
4 for domestic and other uses; and may establish
5 public fountains and hydrants, and regulate their
ti use, and may discontinue the and may fix
7 and collect rents for the use of such water.

1 Sect. 2. Said town, for the purposes aforesaid,
2 may take and hold the waters of such ponds and
3 and natural water-sources within its own limits as
4 will give a sufficient supply of water; and may
5 also take and hold all necessary land for raising,
ti holding and piesei'smg such water and conveying
7 the same to any and all parts of said town; and
8 may erect thereon proper dams, buildings fixtures
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9 and- other structures, and make excavations and
10 procure and run machinery therefor; and for that
11 purpose may construct and lay down conduits, pipes
12 and other works under or over any water-course
13 or railroad, and along any street, highway or
14 other way in such manner as when completed not
15 to obstruct the same; and for the purpose of con-

-16 structing, laying down, maintaining and repairing
17 such conduits, pipes and other works, and for all
18 other proper purposes of this act, may dig up any
19 such street, highway or other way: 'provided, that
20 within sixty days after the time of taking any land
21 or water-sources as aforesaid, said town shall file
22 in the registry of deeds for the county of Wor-

�

23 cester a description thereof sufficiently accurate
24 for identification, with a statement of the purpose
25 for which the same is taken.

1 Sect. 3. Said town shall be liable to pay all
2 damages sustained by any persons in their prop-
-3 erty, by the taking; of any land, water, water-
4 sources or water-rights, or by the construction of
5 any aqueduct, reservoirs or other works, for the
6 purposes aforesaid. If any person sustaining
7 damages as aforesaid, cannot agree with the town
8 upon the amount of such damages, he may have
9 them assessed by the county commissioners for the

10 county of Worcester, by making a written appli-
-11 cation therefor within two years after the taking
12 of such land or water-sources or other injury done
13 as aforesaid, under this act ; and if either party be
14 aggrieved by the doings of said commissioners in
15 the said estimation of said damages, he or they
16 may have said damages settled by a jury, and said
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17 commissioners and jury shall have the same pow-
-18 ers and the proceedings in all respects shall he
19 conducted in the same manner as is provided by
20 law with respect to damages for land taken for
21 highways.

1 Sect. 4. For the purpose of paying all neces-
2 sary expenses and liabilities incurred under the
3 provisions of the act, said town may issue bonds
4 signed by its treasurer and denominated “West-
-5 borough Water Bonds,” to an amount not exceed-
-6 ing five per centum of its valuation, payable at
7 periods not exceeding thirty years from the date
8 thereof, with interest payable semi-annually, at a
9 rate not exceeding seven per cent, per annum;

10 and said town may sell said bonds at public or
11 private sale, upon such
12 may deem proper; and
13 tion to pay said bond;
14 but said town shall not

terms and conditions as it
may raise money by taxa-

s and interest, when due;
raise more than five thou-
year to'pay the principal of15 sand dollars in any one

16 said bonds, except the year on which the same
17 may become due ; and all money raised for the
18 purpose of paying said principal before the same is
19 due, shall be held and invested by said town as a
20 sinking fund for the payment of such principal.

1 Sect. 5. Three persons to be elected by ballot
2 by the inhabitants of said town as hereinafter pro-
-3 vided shall form a board of water commissioners,
4 who shall execute, superintend and direct the per
5 formance of all the works, matters and things men
6 tinned in this act, and exercise all the rights,
7 powers and privileges hereby granted and not
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8 otherwise specifically provided for herein, subject
9 to the vote of the town. At any special or annual

10 meeting of the inhabitants of said town called for
11 the purpose, one of said board of water commis-

-12 sioners shall be elected for a term ending one
13 year, one for a term ending two years, and one for
14 a term ending three years from the next succeed-
-15 ing annual town-meeting; after which first election
16 one-third of said board, as the term expires, shall
17 be elected at the annual town-meeting for the
18 term of three years. Said commissioners shall re-

-19 cefve such compensation or salaries as said town
20 by vote may prescribe; and a majority of said
21 commissioners shall be a quorum for the exercise
22 of the powers and duties prescribed by this act.

1 Sect. 6. Any person ftho shall maliciously
2 divert the water, or any part thereof, taken and
3 used under the provisions of this act, or who shall
4 maliciously corrupt the same or render it impure,
5 or who shall maliciously destroy or injure any dam
6 aqueduct, pipe or hydrant, or other property real
7 or personal held, owned or used by said town for
8 the purposes of this act, shall pay three times the
9 actual damages to said town to be recovered by an

10 action of tort; and every such person on convic-
-11 tion of either of the malicious acts aforesaid shall
12 be punished by fine not exceeding one hundred
13 dollars, and imprisonment not 'exceeding ‘six
14 months.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.



n


