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The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
'as referred the Bill to incorporate the South Adams Water
Company, have duly considered the same, and beg leave to
aport that the same ought to pass in a new draft.

Per order,

GEO. D. WHITTLE,
For the Comviiltee.

(Jlommontomitl) of iilassacljusetto.

In Senate, March 20, 1873.
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AN ACT
For Supplying South Adams with Pure Water.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled ,

and, by the author-
ity of the same . as follows :

2 hereby authorized, by and through the agency of
3 three commissioners to be appointed in the manner

take, hold and convey to1 hereinafter provided

5 and into anti throiu
6 Harbor, Arnoldsville

h the villages of Cheshire
, Maple Grove and South
Bassett’s brook, socalled, in7 Adams, the water of
and the waters which may
same, and any water rights
and said district may also

8 the town of Cheshir
9 flow into it from the

10 connected therewith
base or otherwise, any real11 take and hold, by pure

12 estate necessary for laying and maintaining aque-
-13 ducts for conducting, discharging, disposing of
14 and distributing water and for forming reservoirs,
15 and may take and hold any land on or near said
1(5 brook, so far as may be necessary for the preser-
-17 vation and purity of the water therein, and for

1 Sect. 1. The South Adams fire district is

(ftommoniDcaltl) of ittassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three
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18 furnishing a supply of -water to the villages afore-
-19 said, and for public purposes.

1 Sect. 2. The said fire district may, by and
2 through the same agency, make and build one or

3 more permanent aqueducts from the brook afore-
-4 said to, into and through the said villages, by any
5 works suitable therefor; may erect and maintain
6 dams to raise and retain the water therein; may
7 make and maintain reservoirs, within and without
8 the limits of said district; may make and establish
9 public fountains and such public hydrants in such

10 places as may from time to time be deemed
11 proper, and prescribe the purposes for which they
12 may be used, and may change or discontinue the
18 same; may distribute the water through said vil-
li lages and establish the prices or rents to be paid
15 therefor; and the said district may, for the pur-
-16 poses aforesaid, carry and conduct any aqueducts,
17 pipes or other works, by them to be made, laid or
18 constructed, over or under any water-course or
19 railroad, and over or under or along any street,
20 highway or other way, in such manner as not to
21 obstruct or impede travel thereon; and may enter
22 upon and dig up any such road, street or way,
23 for the purpose of laying down pipes beneath the
24 surface thereof, and for maintaining and repairing
25 the same, and may do any other things necessary
26 and proper in executing the purpose of this act.

1 Sect. 8. Five commissioners shall be chosen
2 by the said fire district by ballot, who shall, dur-
-3 ing their continuance in office, execute, superin-
-1 tend and direct the performance and execution of
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5 all the works, matters and things mentioned in the
6 preceding sections, that are not specially otherwise
7 provided for in this act; they shall be subject to
8 such ordinances, rules and regulations in the exe-
-9 cution of their said trust as the said district may

10 from time to time ordain and establish, not incon-
-11 sistent with the provisions of this act and the laws
12 of this Commonwealth; they shall respectively
13 hold their said offices for the term of three years
14 next after their appointment, unless the works
15 aforesaid shall be sooner completed; but they, or
10 either of them, after having had an opportunity to
17 be heard in his or their defence, may be removed
18 at any time by vote of two-thirds of the voters
19 present at any legal meeting of the district; and
20 in case of a vacancy in the board by death, resigna-
-21 tion or removal, such vacancy may be tilled by the
22 appointment of another commissioner in manner
23 aforesaid, who shall hold his office for the residue
24 of the three years, with all the powers, and sub-
-25 ject to the restrictions aforesaid. A major part ol
26 said commissioners shall be a quorum to do busi-
-27 ness; they shall once a year, and whenever re-

-28 quired by a vote of the said district, make and
29 present in writing a full and particular statement
30 of all their acts and doings, and of the condition
31 and progress of the works aforesaid.

1 Sect. 4. The said district shall establish the
2 salaries or compensation to be paid to the commis-
-3 sioners for their services, and the said salaries or
4 rate of compensation so established shall not be
5 altered during their continuance in said office.
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1 Sect. 5. Whenever the office of said commis-
-2 sioners shall cease, either by the expiration of
3 said term of three years or by the completion of
4 the works as mentioned in the foregoing sections
5 of this act, all the rights, powers and authority
6 given to the said fire district by this act, shall
7 then and thenceforth be exercised by the said fire
8 district, subject to the duties, liabilities and re-

-9 strictions herein contained, in such manner and by
10 siich officers and agents as the said district shall
11 from time to time ordain and direct.

1 Sect. 6. The said district shall be liable to pay
any person or corpora-
the taking of any lands,
by the construction of

works for the purposes
or corporation sustain-
cannot agree with the

5 any aqueducts or other
6 aforesaid. If any person
7 ing damages as aforesaid.
8 said commissioners upon the amount of such dam-
-9 ages, they may have them assessed in the manner

10 provided by law with respect to land taken for
11 highways; but no application shall be made to the
12 county commissioners for the assessment of dam-
-13 ages for the taking of water-rights until the water
14 is actually taken and diverted by said district.
15 Any person whose water-rights are thus taken or
16 affected may apply as aforesaid, within three years
17 from the time the water is actually withdrawn or
18 diverted, and not thereafterwards.

1 Sect. 7. For the purpose of defraying the ex-
-2 peases which may be incurred by the said district
3 in carrying into effect the powers granted by this

2 all damages sustained by
3 tions in their property by
4 water or water-rights, or
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4 act, the town of Adams is hereby authorized to
5 issue from time to time notes, scrip or certificates
6 of debt, to be denominated on the face thereof,
7 " South Adams Water Scrip,” to an amount not
8 exceeding one hundred and twenty-five thousand
9 dollars, and hearing interest not exceeding six per

10 centum per annum; said interest shall be payable
11 semi-annually, and the principal shall be payable
12 at periods not more than twenty years from the
13 issue of said notes, scrip or certificates respective-
-14 ly. All notes, scrip and certificates of debt issued
15 aforesaid shall be signed by the treasurer of said
16 town, and countersigned by the chairman of the
17 selectmen, and a record of all such scrip and cer-
-18 tificates shall be made and kept by the town treas-
-19 urer. The town of Adams may loan said notes,

20 scrip or certificates to the South Adams fire district
21 upon such terms and conditions as may be by said
22 town prescribed; and the said district may sell the
23 same or any part thereof from time to tune, or
24 pledge the same for money borrowed for the pur-
-25 pose aforesaid, at such rates and upon such terms
26 as said fire district shall deem proper.

1 Sect. 8. The town of Adams is hereby author-
-2 ized to assess and collect upon the estates, real and
3 personal, in said fire district, all taxes necessary to
4 pay the principal and interest of the notes, scrip
5 and certificates issued and loaned as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 9. The commissioners aforesaid shall
2 within six months from the time of taking any
3 land, springs or brooks so taken, file a statement
4 of the purpose for which the same are taken, signed
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sby said commissioners. And said commissioners
6 shall, upon the written request of any person whose
7 lands, springs or brooks are so taken, furnish him
8 with an accurate description of the same.

1 Sect. 10. If any person shall use any of the
2 said water, without the consent of the said district,
3 an action of tort may be maintained by the inhabit-
-4 ants of said district for the recovery of damages
5 therefor; and if any person shall wantonly or
6 maliciously divert the water or any part thereof of
7 any springs or brooks or water-courses which shall
8 be taken by said district pursuant to the provisions
9 of this act., or shall corrupt the same or render it

10 impure, or destroy or injure any dam, reservoir,
11 aqueduct, pipe, conduit, hydrant, machinery or
12 other works or property held, owned or used by
13 said district, by the authority and for the purposes
14 of this act, every such person shall forfeit and pay
15 to said district three times the amount of the dam-
16 ages that shall be assessed therefor in an action of
17 tort in the name of the inhabitants of said district;

18 and any such person, on conviction of either of the
19 wanton or malicious acts aforesaid, may also be
20 punished with line not exceeding three hundred
21 dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding one year.

1 Sect. 11. There shall be called a legal meeting
2 of the voters of said fire district “within sixty days
3 from the passage of this act for the purpose of
1 having said voters give in their written votes on
5 the question whether they will accept the provis-
-6 ions of this act, and if the major part of the votes

1 given upon said question shall be in the affirmative
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8 the result of said vote shall forthwith be certified
9 by the proper officer of said district to the select-

10 men of the town of Adams; and the said select
11 men shall, within two months thereafter, warn a
12 meeting- of the voters of said town for the purpose
13 of having said voters give in their written votes
14 upon the question whether they will accept this act,
15 and if the major part of the votes given at said
16 meeting, upon said question, shall be in the affirm-
-17 ative, then this act shalj be binding, otherwise it
18 shall be null and void.

1 Sect. 12. The fire district mentioned in thi
2 act is hereby made and declared to be a body cor
3 porate, so far as to take and hold property for the
4 purposes mentioned in this act, and to prosecute
5 and defend in all actions relating to the property
6 and affairs of said district.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


