
SENATE No. 191.

[Senate, No. 165, as amended

AN ACT
To unite the City of Charlestown with the City of

Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives., in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. I. All the territory now comprised with-
-2 in the limits of the city of Charlestown, in the
3 county of Middlesex, with the inhabitants and
4 estates therein, is hereby annexed to and made
5 part of the city of Boston, in the county of Suf-
-6 folk, and shall hereafter constitute a part of the
7 county of Suffolk, subject to the same laws, munici-
-8 pal regulations, obligations and liabilities, and eu-
-9 titled to the same privileges and immunities in all

10 respects as the said city of Boston: provided,

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Threi
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11 however, that until constitutionally and legally
12 changed, said territory comprised within the lim-
-13 its of the city of Charlestown shall continue to be,
14 for the purpose of electing members of the house
15 of representatives, part of the county of Middle-
-16 sex, constituting the first, second and third repre-
-17 sentative districts thereof; for the purpose of elect-
-18 ing a senator, the first Middlesex senatorial dis-
-19 trict; for the purpose of electing a councillor, part
20 of council district number six; and for the pur-
-21 pose of electing a representative in congress, part
22 of congressional district number five, as the same
23 are now constituted.
24 All the duties now required by law to be per-
-25 formed by the mayor and aldermen and city clerk
26 of the city of Charlestown, or either of them, per-
-27 tabling to the election of representatives in con-
-28 gress, state councillors, senators and members of
29 the house of representatives, shall in like manner
30 devolve upon and be performed by the board of
31 aldermen and city clerk of the city of Boston.
32 It shall be the duty of the ward officers of the
33 several wards, as now established in said city of
34 Charlestown, as hereafter provided, respectively,
35 to make return of all votes that may be cast there-
-36 in, from time to time, for representatives in con-

-37 gress, state councillors, senators, members of the
38 house of representatives, and for all other national,
39 state, district, county, municipal and ward officers,
40 to the city clerk of the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 2. All the public property of the said
2 city of Charlestown shall be vested in and is
3 hereby declared to be the property of the city
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4 of Boston; and said city of Boston shall succeed
5 to all the rights, claims, causes of action, rights to
6 uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts, duties, privi-
-7 leges and immunities of said city of Charlestown.
8 The city treasurer of the said city of Charlestown
9 shall, on or before the second Monday of January,

10 in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four,
11 under the direction of the mayor and aldermen of
12 said city of Charlestown, who shall for this pur-
-13 pose and all other purposes necessary to carry into
14 full effect the provisions of this act, continue to
15 hold their offices over, transfer, deliver, pay over
16 and account for to the city treasurer of the city of
17 Boston, all books, papers, moneys and other prop-
-18 erty in their possession as city treasurer of said
19 city of Charlestown, when this act shall take
20 effect; and the city of Boston shall become liable
21 for and subject to all the debts, obligations, duties,
22 responsibilities and liabilities ofsaid city of Charles-
-23 town. All actions and causes of action which
24 may be pending, or which shall have accrued at
25 the time this act shall take effect, in behalf or
26 against said city of Charlestown, shall survive,
27 and may he prosecuted to final judgment and exe-
-28 cution in behalf of or against the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 3. The several courts within the county
2 of Suffolk, except the municipal court for the
3 southern district of the city of Boston, after this
4 act shall take effect, shall have the same jurisdic-
-5 tion over all causes of action and proceedings in
6 civil causes, and over all matters in probate and
7 insolvency, which shall have accrued within said
8 territory hereby annexed, that said courts now
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have over Hive actions, proceedings and matters
within the county of Suffolk; provided, however,

that the several courts within the county of Mid-
dlesex shall have and retain jurisdiction of all
actions, proceedings and matters that shall have
been rightfully commenced in said courts prior to
the time when this act shall take effect; and the
supreme judicial court and the superior court
within the county of Suffolk, after this act shall
take effect, shall have the same jurisdiction of all
crimes, offences and misdemeanors that shall have
been committed within the said territory of the

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

city of Charlestown, that the supreme judicial
court and superior court within the county of
Middlesex now have jurisdiction of: provided,

proceedings shall not have been already coin-

21
99

23
24

courts within the county of
•osecution of said crimes,

menced in any of the
Middlesex for the j

25
26

offences and misdemeanors, in which case the said
courts with the county of Middlesex shall have and
retain jurisdiction of the same for the full, com-

plete and final disposition thereof. All suits, ac-

tions, proceedings, complaints and prosecutions,
and all matters of probate and insolvency, which
shall be pending within said territory of the city of
Charlestown before any court or justice of the

27
28

29
30
31
32
99

34
peace, when this act shall take effect, shall be
heard and determined as though this act had not

00

36
passed.91

1 Sect. 4. Said territory of the city of Charles-
-2 town shall constitute a judicial district under the
3 jurisdiction of the police court of the city of

4 Charlestown, which shall continue to exist, and
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5 shall hereafter be designated and known by the
6 name of the municipal court for the Charlestown
7 district of the city of Boston. Said court shall have
8 the same civil and criminal jurisdiction in said dis-
-9 trict, and the same civil jurisdiction in the county

10 of Suffolk, as the police courts, other than that of
11 the city of Boston, have by law, in their respective
12 counties. Appeals shall be allowed from all judg-
-13 ments of said court in like manner and to the
14 same courts that appeals are now allowed from the
15 judgments of the municipal court of the city of
16 Boston. All acts and duties, if any, now incum-
-17 bent upon the city council of the city of Charles-
-18 town, or either branch thereof, relating to the said
19 court of the city of Charlestown, shall hereafter
20 devolve upon and be performed by the city conn-
-21 cil of the city ofBoston. All fines and forfeitures,
22 and all costs in criminal prosecutions in said court,
23 and all fees and charges received in said court in
24 civil proceedings, shall be accounted for and paid
25 over in the same manner as is now provided for
26 the municipal court within the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 5. The three wards now established in
2 said city of Charlestown shall so remain until altera-
-3 tion of the ward limits of said city of Boston, pro-
-4 vided by law. And each of the wards so estab-
-5 lished shall be entitled to all the municipal and
6 ward officers which each of the other wards of said
7 city of Boston is entitled to, except as hereinafter
8 provided; and the board of aldermen of said city
9 of Boston shall, in due season, issue their warrants
10 for meetings of the legal voters of said wards
11 respectively, to be held on the second Tuesday in
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12 December, in the year eighteen hundred and
13 seventy-three, at some place within said wards
14 respectively, which shall be designated in said
15 warrants, there to give in their ballots for the
16 several municipal and ward officers for the year
17 eighteen hundred and seventy-four, for which they
18 shall be entitled to vote by virtue of the provisions
19 of this act. The ward officers of the wards now
20 established in said city of Charlestown shall hold
21 their respective offices until the first Monday of
22 January, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-23 four, and until others shall be chosen and qualified
24 in their stead. And in case of the absence or re-
25 signation of any ward officer, others may be chosen
26 as now provided by law, and they shall perform all
27 the duties required of ward officers during their
28 continuance in office.
29 The term of office of the school committee men
30 heretofore chosen in each of the wards of the said
31 city of Charlestown shall expire on the first Mon-
-32 day of said January- and there shall be chosen at
33 the election heretofore provided for in this section,
34 three persons from each of said wards to be mem-
-35 bers of the school committee of the city of Bos-
-36 ton, one for three years, one for two years, and
37 one for one year, and thereafter all vacancies in
38 said committee shall be filled as now provided by
39 law for filling vacancies in the school committee of
40 said city of Boston.
41 The board of aldermen of the city of Boston
42 shall prepare lists of all the legal voters in said
43 wards of the city of Charlestown, to be used at
44 said meetings, and shall do all other things which
45 they are now by law required to do in respect to
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46 like elections in other wards in the city of Boston,
47 and at said meetings any legal voter of said wards,
48 respectively, may call the citizens to order, and
49 preside until a warden shall have been qualified.
50 All ward officers whose election is provided for
51 in this section shall be qualified according to law.
52 The citizens of the territory by this act annexed
53 to the city of Boston, shall have the same right to
54 vote for municipal officers, at the annual municipal
55 election of the city ofBoston, in the year eighteen
56 hundred and seventy-three as they would have had
57 if said territory had formed part of the city of Bos-
-58 ton for more than six months next before said
59 election. Wards one, two and three of Charles-
-60 town, for all municipal purposes, shall be known
61 as and called, respectively, wards eighteen, nine-
-62 teen and twenty of Boston.

1 Sect. 6. All provisions of law requiring an
2 election of municipal and ward officers for said
8 city of Charlestown, on the second Tuesday of
4 December in the year eighteen hundred and sev-
-5 enty-three for the municipal year then next ensu-
-6 ing, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 7. Until alteration of the ward limits of
2 said city of Boston as provided by law, the com-
-8 mon council shall consist of four members from
4 each ward except the territory hereby annexed,
4 which shall be entitled to elect two members of
5 said council from each ward.

1 Sect. 8. The several police officers and watch-
-2 men, the engineers and members of the fire de-
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3 partment that may be in office in the city of
4 Charlestown, when this act shall take effect, shall
5 thereafter continue in the discharge of their re-
-6 spectiye duties, in the same manner as if they
7 were police officers and watchmen, and engineers
8 and firemen of the city of Boston, until others
9 shall be appointed in

10 justices of the peace,
11 notaries-public, residin
12 tinue to act in their s

their stead. The several
masters in chancery, and

;■ in Charlestown shall con-
aid capacities respectively,

13 within the said territory of Charlestown, but their
14 authority to act in their said capacities shall in no
15 wise be increased or diminished during the terms
16 of their commissions by virtue of any provisions
17 of this act.

1 Sect. 9. All the interest which said city of
2 Charlestown now has in the public property of
3 the county of Middlesex, is hereby released and
4 acquitted to said county of Middlesex. If the
5 county commissioners of the county of Middlesex,
6 within six months after the acceptance of this act
7 by said cities, as hereinafter provided, shall elect
8 to apply to. the justices of the supreme judicial
9 court, sitting in either the county of Suffolk or of

10 Middlesex, for the appointment of a committee of
11 three disinterested persons to ascertain whether
12 anything should, in justice and equity, be paid
13 by said city of Charlestown to the county of

14 Middlesex, towards the liquidation of its debts, in
15 addition to the relinquishment of said city’s share
16 of the county property; then, on notice being
17 given of the said application, such committee shall
18 be appointed, who shall take an estimate of the
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19 county property, in which due allowance shall be
20 made for any permanent expenditures that may
21 have been incurred for the especial accommoda-
-22 tion of said city of Charlestown, and shall also
23 take an account of the county debts, and shall de-
-24 cide and report what sum, if anything, should be
25 paid by either party to the other; and the report
26 of said committee, when accepted by said court,
27 shall be binding and conclusive, and whatever
28 shall he found due, whether from or to the county
29 of Middlesex, shall be paid to or by said city of
30 Boston and said Charlestown, thus united. But if
31 no such application be made by the said county
32 commissioners within said time, then the county of
33 Middlesex shall not be required to make any
34 allowance for the surplus value of the county prop-
-35 erty after the payment of the county debt.

1 Sect. 10. The volumes now in the registry of
2 deeds office for the southern district of the county
3 of Middlesex, containing the records exclusively
4 relating to lands and estates within the territory
5 so transferred, shall be deposited by the register
6 for the southern district of said county in the reg-
-7 istry of deeds office for said county of Suffolk, the
8 same to be there kept and used in the same manner
9 as the records of said county of Suffolk are kept
10 and used.

1 Sect. 11. The territory so transferred, and
2 the inhabitants thereon and their estates, shall be
3 liable for all taxes already assessed and not paid:
4 and also all city, county and state taxes that may
5 be hereafter assessed on them by said city of
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G Charlestown, and before this act shall take effect,
7 in the same manner as they would have been liable
8 if this act had not been passed. And the city
9 treasurer and collector of said city of Charlestown

10 are hereby respectively authorized to collect the
11 same in the manner prescribed by law after this
12 act shall take effect.

1 Sect. 12. The two corporations holding trust
2 funds in said city of Charlestown, one being the
3 trustees of the Charlestown free schools, and the
4 other the trustees of the poor's fund in the town of
5 Charlestown, shall continue to manage their funds
6 and disburse the income thereof according: to the
7 terms of their respective trusts. The members of
8 the school committee within the present limits of
9 Charlestown for the time being, shall be the cor-

-10 poration first above named; and the members of
11 the two branches of the city council for the time
12 being, residing in said present limits of Charles-
-13 town, shall, together with the senior deacons of
14 the religious societies in said present limits of
15 Charlestown, be the said trustees of the poor’s
16 fund.
17 The Charlestown public library, with all the
18 books and documents which now or hereafter may
19 belong thereto, shall be continued and kept within
20 the present limits of said Charlestown; and it
21 shall have the benefit of all gifts and legacies
22 made heretofore or hereafter in its behalf. The
23 truestees of the Charlestown public library shall
24 hold their offices until the first Monday of May in
25 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, or

26 until the annual organization of the board of
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27 trustees of the Boston public library in that year.
28 Thereafter it shall become a branch of the public
29 library of Boston.
30 The Mystic water board of Charlestown shall
31 be continued a separate organization under the
32 direction of the city council of Boston, until the
33 said city council shall determine to unite it with
34 the Cochituate water board of Boston. The
35 members of the Mystic water board shall hold their
36 offices for the terms for which they were respec-
-37 tively elected; and all contracts made and liabilities
38 incurred by the Mystic water board shall be as-
-39 sumed by the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 13. The charter of the city of Boston,
2 and the charter of the city of Charlestown, and
3 the several acts passed in addition thereto, are
4 hereby amended so as to conform to the provisions
5 of this act; and so much of the General Statutes
6 and laws as may be inconsistent with this act is
7 hereby amended, so as not to apply to or repeal
8 any of the provisions herein contained.

1 Sect. 14. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 impair the obligation of contracts; and the prop-
-3 erty and inhabitants of the territory by this act
4 annexed to the city of Boston shall continue liable
5 to the existing creditors of the county of Middle-
-6 sex, in like manner as if this act had not been
7 passed: provided, that if any person, by reason of
8 his being an inhabitant of or owning property in
9 said territory shall be compelled to pay any exist-

-10 ing debt or obligation of the county of Middlesex
11 the amount of such payment shall constitute a debt
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12 to him from said county, as hereafter to be consti-
-13 tuted, exclusive of said territory, and mav be re-
-14 covered in like manner as other debts against the
15 county of Middlesex.

1 Sect. 15. This act shall not take full effect
2 unless accepted by a majority of the legal voters
3 of each of said cities of Boston and Charlestown
4 respectively, present and voting thereon by ballot,
5 at meetings which shall be held in the several
6 wards of said cities respectively, upon notice duly
7 given, at least seven days before the time of said
8 meeting. Meetings for that purpose shall be held
9 simultaneously in said cities, on the first Tuesday

10 of November next; and the polls shall be opened at
11 eight o’clock in the forenoon of said day, and shall
12 be closed at half-past four o’clock in the afternoon.
13 In case of the absence of any ward officer at any
14 ward meeting held in either city for the purpose
15 aforesaid, a like officer may be chosen pro tempore,

16 by hand vote, and shall be duly qualified and have
subject to all the duties of
aid meeting's. Said ballots

17 all the powers, and be
18 the regular officer at
19 shall be " ves ” or r ' no in answer to the question,
20 " Shall an act passed by the legislature of the
21 Commonwealth in the year eighteen hundred and
22 seventy-three, entitled an 'Act to unite the city of
23 Charlestown with the city of Boston,’ be ac-

-24 cepted?” Such meeting shall be called, notified
25 and warned by the mayor and aldermen of the city
26 of Charlestown, and by the board of aldermen of
27 the city of Boston, respectively, in the same raan-
-28 ner in which meetings for the election of municipal
29 officers in said cities, respectively, are ' called,
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30 notified and warned. The ballots given in shall
31 be assorted, counted, and declared in the wards in
32 which they are given, in open ward meeting in
33 said cities, and shall also be registered in the ward
3d records respectively. The clerk of each ward in
35 the city of Boston, shall make return of all bal-
-36 lots given in, in his ward, and the number of bal-
-37 lots in favor of the acceptance of this act and the
38 number of ballots, against said acceptance, to the
39 board of aldermen of the city of Boston, and like
40 returns by the clerks of the several wards in the
41 city of Charlestown shall be made to the mayor
42 and aldermen of the city of Charlestown. All of
43 said returns shall be made within forty-eight hours
44 of the close of the polls.
45 It shall be the duty of the board of aldermen
46 of the city of Boston, and of the mayor and
47 aldermen of the city of Charlestown, to certify
48 and return as soon as may be, the ballots cast in
49 their respective cities, and the number of ballots
50 cast in favor of the acceptance of this act and the
51 number of ballots cast against such acceptance, in
52 their respective cities, to the secretary of the Com-
-53 monwealth. And if it shall appear that a majority
54 of the votes cast in each of said cities, respectively,
55 is in favor of the acceptance of this act, the said
56 secretary shall immediately issue and publish his
57 certificate declaring this act to have been duly
58 accepted; and, after such publication and decla-
-59 ration, it shall not be lawful for the city council of
60 Charlestown, or of any board charged with the
61 care of public property of said city, to contract
62 any loan or to make any new appropriation of
63 money, or to disburse any money except in accord-
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64 ance with appropriations and orders legally made
65 before the acceptance of this act, unless the same
66 shall first be approved by the mayor and the board
67 of aldermen of Boston.

1 Sect. 16. So much of this act as authorizes
2 and directs the submission of the question of the
3 acceptance of this act to the legal voters of said
4 cities respectively, provided in the fifteenth section
5 of this act, shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Sect. 17. If this act shall be accepted by said
2 cities, as herein provided, it shall take effect on
3 the twelvth day of November, in the year eighteen
4 hundred and seventy-three, so far as to authorize,
5 legalize and carry into effect the acts and pro-
-6 visions of the fifth, sixth and seventh sections of
7 this act, but for all other purposes (except as men-
-8 tioned in section sixteen of this act) it shall take
9 effect on the first Monday of January, in the year

10 eighteen hundred and seventy-four.

1 Sect. 18. If any election or balloting upon
2 the question of the acceptance of this act, by
3 either of said cities, shall within two months
4 thereafter be declared void by the supreme judi-
-5 cial court, upon summary proceedings, which may
6 be had in any county on the petition of fifty voters
7 of either city, the question of accepting said act
8 shall be again submitted to the legal voters of said
9 city; and meetings therefor shall within thirty

10 days thereafter be called, held and conducted, and
11 the votes returned and other proceedings had
12 thereon, in like manner as herein before provided.
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13 But no election or balloting shall be held void for
14 informality in calling, holding or conducting the
15 election, or returning the votes or otherwise, ex-

-16 cept upon proceedings instituted therefor and
17 determined within sixty days thereafter, as afore-
-18 said.




