
SENATE No. 333.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was committed the
Order in relation to whether the best interests of the Com-
monwealth require the continuance of the Commissioners
of Prisons, have duly considered said Order, and

That the commission has existed but about two years; that
at the time of their appointment, the commissioners were
almost entirely unacquainted with the duties of the position
to which they were called, and that they found themselves
committed to a great reformatory work,—one which would re-
quire a vast amount of labor, in the collection of facts and
statistics with which to mould public opinion and produce the
changes contemplated in the Act under which they were ap-
pointed ; viz., the proper classification of the prisoners of the
Commonwealth.

The first great object to which their efforts were directed,
was to provide separate prisons for women where they should
be under the charge of those of their own sex, and under such
educational and reformatory influences as would tend to re-
store them to respectable society.

To this end the commissioners, and the ladies composing
the "advisory board,” have constantly and persistently
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labored, and it is believed that their labors have not been
altogether fruitless. His Excellency the governor, in his
message, recommended that a separate prison for women
shouldbe provided for, and hut for the unusually large expendi-
tures for other public institutions, there is little doubt that
the proposition would have met with general favor. Certain
it is that the reforms contemplated are destined to a success-
ful issue, and that a "separate prison for women” will be
one of the fixed institutions of this Commonwealth. It is
believed that much valuable information has been collected by
the commission, both in our own and in foreign countries, and
that many facts of interest have been from time to time pre-
sented in their reports. While recognizing the valuable
labors of the commission, it is not to be concealed that there
has not been that perfect success that all could desire. How
much of this is attributable to a want of proper organization,
and how much to want of experience, time alone must de-
termine.

Your Committee believe that more time is necessary to a
full trial of the benefits of the commission, and therefore,
that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon.

Per order of the Committee
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