
SENATE No. 241.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three

AN ACT
Regulating Elections in the City of Boston.

[As passed by the House.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresen-
atives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. In the month of May or June, in the
2 year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
3 seventy-three, there shall be appointed by the
4 mayor and aldermen, three able and discreet per-
-5 sons, residents within the city of Boston, as super-
-6 visors of elections for said city. One of said per-
-7 sons shall hold said office for the term of three
8 years, one for the term of two years, and one for
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9 the term of one year, from the first day of May in
10 the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
11 and seventy-three. And annually thereafter, in
12 the month of March or April, the mayor and alder-
-13 men shall appoint one person, qualified as above,
14 as supervisor of elections for said city, for the term
15 of three years from the first day of May in the
16 year of his said appointment. And in case of va-
-17 cancy in the office of supervisor by reason of
18 death, resignation or removal, the mayor and alder-
-19 men shall, and in case of absence of any supervisor
20 from duty may, fill such vacancy or supply the
21 place of such supervisor with a person qualified as
22 above. The mayor and aldermen may remove any
23 supervisor from office at any time.

1 Sect. 2. The supervisors shall be sworn to the
2 faithful discharge of their duties, and shall receive
3 annually such compensation as the city council
4 may from time to time determine. Two supervis-
-5 ors shall constitute a quorum.

1 Sect. 3. The supervisors shall annually, be-
-2 tween the first day of June and the first day of
3 October, appoint registrars of voters, residents of
4 the city, not exceeding two for each precinct or

ward not divided into precincts, who shall be sworn
6 by one of the supervisors to the faithful discharge

»

* 7 of their duties, and shall hold office until their
8 successors are appointed. They shall receive such
9 compensation as the city council may from time

10 to time determine; but such compensation shall
11 not be regulated by the number of names regis-
-12 tered on any list of voters.
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1 Sect. 4. The registrars shall prepare and re-
-2 vise, under the direction of the supervisors, and in
3 accordance with this act and the laws of the Com-
-4 monwealth, lists of voters for each precinct, and
5 for each ward not divided into precincts; and the
6 assessors and collectors of taxes of the city shall
7 furnish all information in their possession neces-
S sary to aid the supervisors and registrars in the
9 discharge of their respective duties.

1 Sect. 5. The registrars shall annually, at least
2 twenty days before the day of the state election,
3 cause printed lists of voters to he posted in three
4 or more places in their respective wards or pre-
-5 cincts, with notices thereon stating the place and
6 hours in which they will hold sessions to correct
7 and revise the lists. Such sessions shall be held
8 in each ward or precinct, three or more hours
9 daily, for at least fifteen week-days, immediately

10 preceding the national and state elections, and, in
11 addition, six evening sessions of at least two hours
12 length each shall be held during the ten days im-
-13 mediately preceding such elections. INo such ses-
-14 sion shall be held after two o’clock in the after-
15 noon of the day preceding the national, state or

16 municipal elections, and no addition to the lists
17 shall be made after the last session before such
18 election.

1 Sect. 6. The registrars shall have authority
2 to require each person claiming to be registered
3 as a voter to produce such evidence of his right to
4 be registered as is required by law. Appeals from
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5 the decisions of the registrars shall be determined
6 by the supervisors.

1 Sect. 7. No supervisor or registrar shall be
2 answerable for the omission of any name from the
3 lists, unless such omission is made in wilful viola-
-4 tion of law.

1 Sect. 8. The supervisors shall make such rules
2 and regulations not contrary to law, for the gov-
-3 eminent of registrars and for carrying out the
4 provisions of this act, as they may deem neces-
-5 sary. Such rules and regulations shall be pub-
fj lished at least thirty days before they go into effect.

1 Sect. 9. The supervisors may divide any ward
2 into two election precincts, and shall publish the
3 boundaries thereof in at least three daily papers
4 in the city.

1 Sect. 10. No person shall be registered or
2 shall vote at any national, state or municipal elec-
-3 tion in the city, in any ward or precinct other than
4 that in which he resides, except as provided by
5 law, and no person shall vote at such elections
6 whose name is not on the list of voters for such
7 ward or precinct.

1 Sect. 11. The city council shall furnish office-
-2 room for the supervisors; and, when requested by
3 them, shall provide in each precinct and ward not
4 divided into precincts, suitable room for the ses-

-5 sions of the registrars, and for voting places.
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1 Sect. 12. The supervisors shall annually, in
2 the month of October, appoint for each precinct,
3 or ward not divided into precincts, at least five,
4 and not more than seven, inspectors of elections,
5 and a clerk, all residents of such precinct or ward
6 who shall he sworn hy one of the supervisors to
7 the faithful discharge of their duties, and shall re-
-8 ccive such compensation as the city council may
9 from time to time determine.

1 Sect. 13. The supervisors may remove any
2 officer appointed by them, fill vacancies and make
3 temporary appointments in case of absence.

1 Sect. 14. INo person who holds an office by
2 election or appointment under the government of
3 the city of Boston, the state of Massachusetts and
4 the United States, except justices of the peace and
5 officers of the militia, shall be appointed supervisor,
6 registrar, inspector or clerk under the provisions
7 of this act; and the appointment of such person,
8 and his acceptance of such office, shall he regard-
-9 ed as a resignation of the office formerly held, and
10 he shall not be reappointed thereto.

1 Sect. 15. The supervisors shall provide, at the
2 expense of the city, ballot-boxes for each ward and
3 precinct, and shall send and deliver them, with the
4 lists of voters, to the several registrars at the vot-
-5 ing places for use at elections. The registrars,
6 before the voting begins, in the presence of the
7 inspectors and in open meeting, shall see that the
8 ballot-boxes are empty, and shall forthwith lock or
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9 otherwise securely close the same, and the boxes
10 shall not be reopened except as hereinafter pro-
-11 vided. The registrars shall then deliver the boxes
12 and lists of voters to the inspectors, who shall have
13 the custody of the same during the election.

1 Sect. 16. The registrars shall be present at
2 their respective wards or precincts on election
3 days, and the senior registrar in appointment pres-
-4 ent shall there preside, and shall exercise the pow-
-5 ers heretofore exercised by wardens in the city of
6 Boston, and of moderators at town meetings not
7 inconsistent with the provisions of this act. In the
8 absence of the registrar, the eldest inspector pres-
-9 ent shall act as registrar. At least three inspec-

-10 tors shall be present from the opening to the close
11 of the polls.

1 Sect. 17. Immediately upon the close of the
2 polls, the registrars and inspectors shall, at their
3 respective voting places, open the ballot-boxes,
4 count the votes cast, and shall make public decla-
-5 ration thereof in open meeting.

1 Sect. 18. If, when the ballot-boxes are opened,
2 two or more ballots are found folded together,
3 neither shall be counted. If more than one vote
4 for the same person for the same office is found
5 upon the same ballot, but one such vote shall be
6 counted. If more than the number of persons to
7 be elected to any office are voted for on one hal-
-8 lot, the vote for neither of such persons shall be
9 counted. And no vote shall be counted which
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10 does not indicate in printing or writing the name
11 of the person voted for, and the oftice for which
12 such person is voted for. All officers to be elect-
-13 ed at any national, state or municipal election shall
14 be voted for on one ballot.

1 Sect. 19. Whenever it shall appear to the
2 aldermen that the requisite number of persons
3 have not been chosen from any ward as members
4 of the common council or school committee, simi-
-5 lar proceedings shall be had as are provided in
6 ease of failure to elect a full board of aldermen in
7 said city.

1 Sect. 20. Until the close of the polls and the
2 public declaration of the vote at an election, no
3 statement shall be made by any supervisor, regis-
-4 trar, inspector or clerk, of the number of ballots
5 cast, the number of voters present , the number of
6 votes given for any person or for any officer, the
7 name of axxy person who has voted, the xxame of
8 any pei'sou which has been voted on, nor of any
9 other fact tending to show the state of the polls.

1 Sect. 21. All the powers, duties axxd liabilities
2 hex-etofore confeiTed upon inspectors of elections
3 and ward clerks, not inconsistent with the provis-
-4 ions of this act, are hereby respectively conferred
5 upon the inspectors of elections and ward clerks
6 hei'ein provided for.

1 Sect. 22. The powers of all inspectors of elec-
-2 tious, wardens and ward clerks heretofore elected
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3 in said city, shall cease upon the appointment and
4 qualification ol'the supervisors, registrars, inspect-
-5 ors of elections and clerks herein provided for.

1 Sect. 23. Whoever gives a false answer to
2 any supervisor, registrar, inspector or clerk eon-
-3 cerning any matter relating to the registration of
4 votes, or the right of any person to vote in said
5 city, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one
6 hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the house
7 of correction for not less than seven nor more than
8 thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the court.

1 Sect. 24. Whoever knowingly votes or at-
-2 tempts to vote upon any name other than his own,
3 at any national, state or municipal election in said
4 city, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one
5 hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the house
6 of correction for not less than thirty days, nor
7 more than three months.

1 Sect. 25. Any supervisor guilty of negdect or
2 refusal to perform the duties of his office shall be
3 punished by a fine ofnot less than one thousand
4 nor more than five thousand dollars, or by impris-
-5 onment for not less than one year nor more than
6 five years, or both, at the discretion of the court.

1 Sect. 26. Any registrar, inspector or clerk
2 guilty of neglect or refusal to perform the duties
3 of his office, shall be punished by a fine of not
4 less than five hundred nor more than one thousand
5 dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than one
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6 year nor more than five years, or both, at the dis-
-7 cretion of the court.

1 Sect. 27. Acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act, shall not apply to
3 said city of Boston.

House or Representatives, May 26, 1873.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

1 Sect. 28. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

Cuas. H. Taylor, Clerk.




