
SENATE No. 66.

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred an
Order of the House, dated January 19, to “ inquire and re-
port whether any of the funds of the Commonwealth hare
been used for the payment of annual or other feasts or din-
ners for any military company ; and if so, by what author-
ity ? Also, whether at such feasts, if any intoxicating li-
quors, or other articles have been procured in violation of
law ; or if those who furnished said articles for this pur-
pose violated law,” have investigated the subject, as in-
structed, and submit the following

It does not appear from the wording of the Order that the in-
vestigations of the Committee were to be confined to any par-
ticular year, but to “ inquire and report whether any of the
funds of the Commonwealth have been used for the payment
of annual or other feasts or dinners for any military company,
and if so, by what authority.”

In searching for annual and other feasts, and the authority by
which they were ordered at the public expense, the Committee ex-
amined the records as far back as March 4, 1634, at which time,
probably originated the custom of the military escort on “ the

€ommontD£altl} of iHciasactyusetts.

In Senate,

REPORT:
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first day of the General Court,” but it was more than one hun-
dred years after this—May 25,1768—before a record was found
of the first “ elegant dinner ” provided for the “ cadets,” but
this was at the expense of the governor, as were others which
followed in later years. Brief extracts from these records are
here quoted to show the probable origin of the “ dinners and
feasts ” to military companies, which the Committee were in-
structed to inquire about.

Att a Genrall Court, holden att Newe Towne, March 4th 1634

“It is ordered, that when the Deputyesof seuall Townes are mett
togeather before any genall Court, it shalbe lawfull for them or the
maiorpte of them to heare & determine any difference that may
arise aboute the eleccon of any of their members, & to order things
amongst themselues that may concerne the well ordering of their
body.

“ It is ffurther ordered that att
men appoyncted by the Gounr

Towne, where hee lyves, to atte

eury genall Court there shalbe sixe
for the tyme being out of the
nd with halberds & swords, vpon

the pson of the Gounr & the rest of the members of the Court)

dureing the space of the, first day of eury genall Court, & that there
shalbe two men appoyncted by the Gounr

. to attend in like man-
nr att evry pticular Court att the publique charge.

A Generali Court held at Newetowne the 2 th day of the 9th m° @ 1637.

“It was ordered that two sufficient men should be kept in armes
to attend, & guard the governo1 at the charge of the country.”

Extract from Winth: Journal Vol. 1, paj

M° 2, 17, 1637
“Upon the election of new governour, the serjeants, who had

attended the old governour to the court, (being all Boston mem
where the new governour also dwelt,) laid down their halberds
and went home; and whereas they had been wont to attend the
former governour to and from the meetings on the Lord’s days,
they gave over now, so as the new governour was fain to use his
own servants to carry two halberds before him ; whereas the former
governour had never less thanfour.”

May 25, 1768.—“ About eleven o’clock his Excellency the Gover-
nor [Sir Francis Bernard] went from the Province-house to the
Court-house, escorted by his troop of horse-guards commanded by
Col. Phipps where his Excellency was received by the officers of
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the regiment of militia and tht apany of Cadets who mustered
on the occasion, under Lieut. Cc onel Scott, the chief colonel being
abroad : his Excellency passed t irough the ranks to the Council-
chamber, and being in the chair, the Speaker elected by the house
was presented to his Excellency for approbation, agreeable to the
direction of the royal Explanatory Charter; his Excellency was
then pleased to send a message in w rriting to the House, signifying
his approbation of said election: after which his Excellency the
Governor, accompanied by his Honour theLieutenant Governor, the
Honourable his Majesty’s Council, and the members of the Honour-
able house of Representatives, went in procession to the Old-brick
Meeting house where a sermon suitable to the occasion was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Shtjti of Hinghanx

“After sermon, His Ex and his Honour, together with the
Council, and several other gentlemen, went in procession to the
province-house, (preceded by the Militia officers, and escorted by
the Cadets) where an elegant dinner was provided by his Excel-7

lency, who had previously made an invitation to his Majesty’s
Council: in the afternoon many
guns at Castle William and at th
A public entertainment was pro\

yal toasts were drank ; and the
n this town were fired.attenes in this town were t

;d at the British Coifee-hpr
where the Militia officers, troops guards, and company of Cadets1

asts were drank.’’dined, and where also many loy

May 31, 1769.—“About twelve o’clock his Excellency Sir Fran-
cis Bernard, Bart, went from the province house to the Council
Chamber, escorted by the Company of the Train of Artillery, bi
longing to the Boston regiment, commanded by Capt. Paddock.
From thence his Excellency accompanied by the Lieut. Governor,
Council, members of the House of Representatives, and several
other Gentlemen, went in procession to the Old Brick meeting
house, when a sermon suitable to the occasion was preached by the
Rev. Mr, Haven, of Dedham

“After sermon his Excellency accompanied as before went to
Fanueil-hall, when an elegant dinner was provi

May 1770.—“About ten o’clock his Honour the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor [Thomas Hutchinson,] being escorted by the troop of guards

from his seat at Milton, arrived at Harvard College, and being in
the chair, a committee of the II
his II
the Royal Explanatory Charter, that he approved of their choice
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The House then chose a Committee to remonstrate to his Honour
the calling the assembly at that place.

“At eleven o’clock his Honour the Lieutenant Governor, accom-
panied by the Honourable his Majesty’s Council, the honourable
House of Representatives, and a number of other gentlemen, pre-
ceded by the first company in Cambridge of the regiment of Mil-
itia, commanded by the Hon. Brigadier Brattle, went in procession
to the Meeting-house where a sermon suitable to the occasion was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Samuel Cook.

“After divine service the procession returned to Harvard hall,
where an entertainment was provided, at which were a number of

i by his Honour the Lieutenantgentlemen who had been invit
Governor and Council.”

At a Meetin y of the Council
Wednesday August 9th 1786

EXTPEE

owdoin Esq Governor
ling Esq Lieut. Governor

His Excellency James I
His Honor Thomas Cus

Hon blc Samuel Holten Honbl " Jon8 Greenleaf
Benj8 AustinMoses Gill
Abraham Fuller Esq”Nathan Cushing E

requested to raise a Cadet com-Advised that His Excellency I
pany in the town of Boston

Thursday, May 31, 1787.][lndependent Chroni
“ Boston. May 31.

■dnesday in May, the Gentlemen“ Yesterday, being the last W
returned to serve as Senators and Representatives in General Court,
met at the State-House in this town, agreeable to the Constitution,
and took the oaths and subscribed the declaration required, before
the Governour and Council for the time being, who then withdrew;
The Senate made choice of the Hon. Samuel Adams, Esq ; for their
President; and the House of Representatives chose the Hon. James
Warren, Esq; for their Speaker; and being again joined by the
Governour and Council (who were escorted to the State-House by
the Company of Independent Cadets, commanded by Col. Brad-
ford) they proceeded to the Old-Brick Meeting-House, where a Ser-
mon well adapted to the occasion was delivered by the Rev. Sir.
Lyman, of Hatfield.”

1792.—“ The Governor and Council escorted from the Council
chamber by the company of the Independent Fusiliers.” .
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“After service a Procession was again formed, and escorted by

the Company, preceded by a Band of Music, all in compleat uni-
form, the whole proceeded to the Seat of his Excellency, where
they partook of an elegant entertainment. The Fusiliers having
performed the military honors of the day, retired to Col. Coleman’s,
in State Street, and partook of an elegant repast provided by his
Excellency .”

From this date to the present time, with a few exceptions,
the “ Cadets ” appear to have performed escort duty to the
“ Great and General Court ” on the first day of its session;
and “ elegant dinners ” and the drinking of “ loyal toasts,” in
almost every case, followed the divine services of the day.
The Committee are unable to determine the precise date when
the expense of these “ elegant dinners ” was transferred from
the private purse of “ His Excellency ” to the public treasury.
Neither do they find any law, except that of custom, which
authorizes any officer of the State to provide dinners for any
Military Company, in lieu of compensation for services, as pro-
vided by legislative enactment.

The following table will show the sums annually paid for the
“Cadet Dinners” since 1850,—and it w,ill be observed the
amount is now nearly double what it was ten years ago:—

In 1861 it was .
. $152 00 In 1862 it was . . $519 00

1852 “
. . 441 00 1863 “

. . 554 00
1853 “

. . 306 25 1864 “
. . 792 00

1854 “
. . 551 25 1865 “

. . 1,194 00
1855 “

. . 470 00 1866 “
. . 1,250 00

1856 “
. . 400 00 1867 “

. . 616 00
1857 “

.
. 372 00 1868 “

. . 696 00
1858 “

. . 390 00 1869 “
.

. 780 00
1859 “

. .
477 75 1870 “

. . 826 00
IS6O “

• • 589 51 1871 “
. . 876 00

1861 “
•

• 433 20

The bill, with items, for the present year, is here given as
follows :
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SCHOOL STREETPARKER HOUSE,

e. D- PAHKBR AND JOHN F HILLS, PROPRIETORS

Boston, Jan. 3, 1872

State of Massachusetts, To 11. D. Parker & Go., Dr.
155 Dinners, Cadets and Guests, at $4.50, . . . $697 50
600 Cigars, “ .20,. . . .120 00,20,. . . .120 00
Reception Rooms, . . . . . . . 30 00
Dinners for two Armorers, and Cigars for Band, . . 42 50

$B9O 00

In reply to that part of the Order instructing inquiry to be
made whether at such feasts intoxicating liquors were procured
in violation of law, the Committee would say: evidence was
adduced showing that the tables were generously supplied with
“ Heidsick,” “Green Seal,” “Imperial,” “ Yerzenay, dry,”
“ Topaz,” “ Amontillado, very dry,” and other supplies of a like
nature ; but these articles were ordered and paid for by indi-
vidual members of the company and guests, and furnished by
the same parties who provided the dinner.

The following letter from the adjutant-general contains in-
formation upon the subject under consideration:—

MMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Adjutant-General’s Office, Boston, January 23, 1872

Hon. Joseph S. Potter, Mass. Senate.

Sib : —ln reply to your inquiries of the 22d inst. I have the honor
to inform you that it has been the custom for a great many years for
the governor to give a dinner to the Boston Cadets, in lieu of
money compensation for the escort furnished by them on the
occasion of the inauguration of the State government, and also for
certain other services which the Cadets, whenever called upon by
the governor, have cheerfully rendered without pay.

It has been my habit during my term of office to call the govern-
or’s attention to this matter at the proper season of the year, and
take his orders.

This dinner lias been provided yearly in accordance therewith.
At these dinners no wines or intoxicating liquors of any descrip-

tion have ever been ordered in the name of, or paid for by the
State. The instructions given to the hotel proprietors have always
been in accordance with this rule, and they have always understood
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that it wine or liquor was ordered by any guest, that it was not to
be furnished upon the credit of the State.

If my judgment could have any weight I should be glad to have
this dinner put an end to. It has been a source of personal annoy-
ance to me every year, in consequence of the remarks which have
been frequently made in connection with this subject of furnishing
wines, etc., to be paid for by the State.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant,
Jas. A. Cunningham,

Adjutant- General.

In regard to “ other feasts ” and parades, the Committee
learned that it was the custom for many years to pay $5OO an-
nually to the company of Lancers, in lieu of other compensation
for their services in performing escort duty for the governor and
staff on their visit to Harvard College on Commencement Day.
This sum was also used for the purpose of providing a “ feast ”
for the company performing escort duty. This practice contin-
ued until 1866, when the auditor made objection to its legality,
and since that time the Lancers have been paid according to the
provisions of the 219th chapter of the Acts of 1866, and the
annual expense for this service, from that time, has been as
follows:

For 1866, 1638 50
1867, 510 00
1868, 575 00
1869, 722 50
1870, 652 50
1871, 722 50

Since the passage of the Act of 1865, chapter 178, empower-
ing the alumni of Harvard to elect its board of overseers, thus
severing the connection of the State with that institution, there
would seem to be no reason why a military escort should accom-
pany the governor on his visit to that college on Commencement
Day, any more than on his visits to other colleges located in
different parts of the State. The parade may be an attractive
exhibition to the looker-on by the wayside, but that docs not
seem to be a sufficient cause for continuing the annual expendi-
tures necessary to keep it up. The Committee believe that the
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reasons, whatever they may have been, for continuing the
ancient custom of a “ military escort” to Harvard College, and the
march, under escort of the “ Cadets,” from the State House to the
“ Old South ” Church on the “ first day of the General Court,”
have long since passed away, and that hereafter the Executive
should not be trammelled with customs and usages which may
be in conflict with his judgment, but as commander-in-chief
should be left free to order military escorts only on such occa-
sions as he may deem to be fit and proper. By this course
much unpleasant criticism upon a questionable practice will be
avoided, and a considerable expenditure of money annually
saved to the State. In deference, however, to that sentiment
among the people of our old Commonwealth, who would not
wholly sever the present from the usages of the past, and believ-
ing that some good may occasionally reach the legislature through
the sermon annually preached before the “ General Court” imme-
diately after its organization, the Committee would recommend
that this custom should be adhered to, and that the sermon,
“ suitable to the occasion,” should hereafter be delivered in the
hall of the house of representatives.

They therefore submit the accompanying Bill and Resolve.

J. S. POTTER,
CARROLL D. WRIGHT,
JOHN W. KIMBALL,
C. B. SMITH,
T. W. PORTER,
WALTER WYMAN,
EDWARD PEARL,

The Committee.
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AN ACT

Concerning Compensation for Military Escorts.

1 Compensation for escort or other duties hereafter
2 performed by the militia shall be allowed only in
3 accordance with the provisions of statute law.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

(Eommomumltl) of iilassacfyuortte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy;
Two.

2
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Concerning the Annual Election Sermon

Resolved , That the sermon annually preached before the
legislature on the first day of its meeting, shall, immediately
after its organization, be hereafter delivered in the hall of the
house of representatives.

(ftommotuDCrtltl) of ittassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Bight Hundred and Seventy-Two.

RESOLVE


