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detecting and preventing such fires. The expenses incurred
under authority of this act shall be paid in the first instance

by the commonwealth, and within thirty days following

the close of the fiscal year of the commonwealth the state

forester shall certify to the state treasurer the amount
thereof so paid in each county where any such expense has
been incurred. Said treasurer shall forthwith certify to the
county commissioners of each such county a sum equal to

one half of the amount so paid therein and said commis-
sioners shall, within thirty days after receipt of the certifi-

cate of said treasurer, issue a warrant for the sum certified

therein to the county treasurer, who shall make payment
thereof to said state treasurer from any available funds.

Each payment made by a county as aforesaid shall become
a part of the county tax levied upon the several cities and
towns therein for the year in which it was made, in addition

to any amounts otherwise authorized by the general court.

Section 2. For the purposes of this act, there is hereby
appropriated, in advance of the general appropriation act

of the current year, the sum of thirty-seven thousand eight

hundred dollars, which sum is hereby appropriated from the

general fund or ordinary revenue of the commonwealth in

advance of final action on the general appropriation bill,

pursuant to a recommendation of the governor to that effect.

Approved May 29, 1939.

Chan, 24:8 ^^ ^^^ relative to right of appeal under the law
PROVIDING AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G^L. (Ter.^^ Chapter one hundred and eighteen of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking out section eight, as appearing
in section one of chapter four hundred and thirteen of the

acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in

Appeals in placc thcrcof the following: — Sections. Any person ag-

affectinr''*'^ grieved by the failure of any town to render adequate aid

children"*
under this chapter, or by the failure of the board of public

welfare of a town to approve or reject an appUcation for aid

hereunder within thirty days after receiving such application,

shall have a right to a fair hearing, after due notice, upon
appeal to the department. Such hearing shall be conducted
by a referee designated by the commissioner. Any person

so designated is hereby empowered to subpoena witnesses,

administer oaths, take testimony and secure the production

of such books, papers, records and documents as may be

relevant to such hearing. The decision of the referee, when
approved by the commissioner, shall be the decision of the

department and shall be final and binding upon the local

board of public welfare involved and shall be complied

with by such local board. Fair hearings shall be granted

upon any appeal in relation to the following matters:

1. The matter of denial of aid by the local board of pub-

lic welfare;
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2. The matter of a change in the amount of aid given;

3. The matter of withdrawal of aid.

The department upon its own motion may review any
decision of a local board of public welfare and may con-

sider any application upon w^hich a decision has not been

made by such board within a reasonable time.

Approved May 29, 1939.

An Act authorizing dana hall schools to use the name C}iap.2'\Q
PINE MANOR JUNIOR COLLEGE AS APPLYING TO A CERTAIN
DIVISION.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Dana Hall Schools, a corporation incorpo-

rated under general law in November, nineteen hundred
and thirty-eight, may use the name of Pine Manor Junior

College as applying to the division of the said Dana Hall

Schools known as Pine Manor, and said corporation may
use the designation of "college" as aforesaid notwithstand-

ing section eighty-nine of chapter two hundred and sixty-

six of the General Laws.
Section 2. The use of the name of Pine Manor Junior

College by said corporation prior to the effective date of

this act is hereby validated. Approved May 29, 1939.

Chap.2mAn Act relative to the rights of holders of mort-
gages on real estate W'Ith respect to payment of
taxes and respecting applications for abatement of
taxes, and appeals and actions relating to taxes.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws is g. l. (Ter.

hereby amended by striking out section fifty-nine, as ^tci'amend^'.

amended, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
Section 59. A person aggrieved by the tax assessed upon Abatements.

him may, except as hereinafter otherwise provided, on or

before October first of the year to which the tax relates,

apply in writing to the assessors, on a form approved by the

commissioner, for an abatement thereof, and if they find

him taxed at more than his just proportion, or upon an as-

sessment of any of his property in excess of its fair cash

value, they shall make a reasonable abatement; provided,

that a person aggrieved by a tax assessed upon him under
section seventy-five or reassessed upon him under section

seventy-seven may apply for such abatement at any time
within six months after notice of such assessment or reassess-

ment is sent to hhn. A tenant of real estate paying rent

therefor and under obligation to pay more than one half of

the taxes thereon may apply for such abatement. If a per-

son other than the person to whom a tax on real estate is

assessed is the owner thereof, or has an interest therein, or

is in possession thereof, and pays the tax, he may thereafter


