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The Special Committee to whom was committed the petition
of Augustus G. Stimson, claiming the seat in the Senate now
occupied by Hon. A. W. JBoardman, have duly considered
said petition, and

REPORT:

The petitioner did not press his claim to the seat of Mr.
Boardman in the Senate, but claimed that the election in that
senatorial district should be declared void and the seat vacant,
for the reason that in ward 2, a part of the district, at the
election there were such irregularities, illegal practice and
frauds in voting, committed so frequently and flagrantly, witli
the knowledge and connivance of the officers presiding at the
polls, that the returns are entitled to no confidence and should
be thrown out. To sustain this, the petitioner produced seventy
witnesses, who, with the exception of five or six, testified that
they did not vote at the State election, he then intending to go
farther and show by inspection of the check lists that the
names of these witnesses were checked as having voted ; but
after the hearing was commenced, it appeared by the testimony
of the city clerk that the checks made at the State election had
been erased so that the same lists could be used at the munici-
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pal election in December. To supply this deficiency, Mr.
Stimson offered copies of the lists made by his clerks, desiring
the Committee to receive such copies, as evidence of the same
force and credit as the originals ; but as the Committee did not
think proper to do this, the entire evidence of these witnesses
was valueless.

The remaining testimony was substantially as follows: The
city clerk testified that nearly every name in the lists from ward
2, under certain letters, 0 and D, were checked,—a circumstance
so remarkable that he called the attention of persons in the
office to it Horace Houghton testified that he saw a man,
about noon, throw a handful of ballots, jammed up, into the
box ; that he remonstrated, and the voter replied that he voted
all right—voted the democratic ticket; that upon appealing to
the inspector to notice this irregularity, the inspector said that
he knew the man and that he would do all right, otherwise he
should not have allowed him to vote in that way. Upon cross-
examination Mr. Houghton could not say positively that the
party threw more than one vote, though it seemed so to him.
Another witness, Mr. McShaue, saw a person cast two ballots,
one at half past 1 o’clock, and one at half past 2, who said that
he was not a voter and that he intended to have voted the third
time, but was afraid that he should be detected by the inspectors.
A voter in the ward testified that, on coming to the polls he
found that his name had been voted on and was checked. The
warden testified that in three instances two ballots were thrown
together. This fraud was very impartially distributed between
the parties, in one instance the double vote being republican, in
one laborreform, and the other democratic. In another instance
a package of 24 republican tickets, folded and compactly pressed
together, was taken from the box. All theseballots were thrown
out.

It was pressed upon the Committee as a fact of considerable
significance, that there was a very great disparity between the
vote in this ward, as it appeared from the returns made by the
ward officers to the chief of police, as cast between 2 o’clock
and 4J o’clock, and the number of persons voting during that
interval.

The vote for governor as reported, stood, at 2 o’clock, 717 ;

at 4| o’clock, 1,642 ; from which the inference would be that
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835 ballots had been thrown between these hours ; whereas the
evidence proved that the vote after 2 o’clock was quite light,
compared with the vote between 12 o’clock and 2 o’clock. Mr.
C. C. Drew was present at the polls and thought the majority
of votes were cast between 12 and 2, two or three times as
many as between 2 and 4-| o’clock. Mr. Hemmenway testified
that, while he was at the polls in the afternoon, the vote was
not very heavy. Mr. Curtis was present at the ward-room dur-
ing most of the day and testified that the voting between 12 and 2
o’clock was very rapid, but after 2 o’clock the voting was very
light for the ward ; that the number of votes cast could not have
exceeded 800. In explanation of this discrepancy, Mr. Geo. W.
Close, one of the inspectors, testified that at 2 o’clock there
were 250 split tickets that had not been counted,and the entire
vote cast between 1 and 2 o’clock was still remaining in the
boxes uncounted, so that the vote reported at 2 o’clock did not
represent the number of votes cast up to that hour.

Although upon this testimony the'Committee were satisfied
that there were irregularities and neglect of duty on the part of
the officers having charge of the polls in ward 2, they are not
of the opinion that the illegal conduct and fraud charged by the
petitioner were so proved that they would be Justified in finding
that Mr. Boardman is not entitled to his seat. They therefore
report that the petitioner have leave to withdraw.
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