
SENATE.... No. 130.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

Respectfully sheweth Josiah Quincy, that he presented a
petition to the legislature of 1871, praying that honorable body
to take into consideration the justice, legality and expediency
of requiring the managers of the railroads terminating in Bos-
ton to carry, for very reduced rates, by special trains, mechan-
ics, artisans and laborers who have been either directly or
indirectly driven from their homes by the requirements of rail-
roads.

He urged the claim from the example of England, where
railways terminating in London were required to run trains,
morning and evening, ten miles, for a fare not exceeding one
penny (or about two cents a trip), or for one shilling a week, or
about twenty-five cents for that distance going and returning.
And that this was done, in the language of the London “ Times,”
because “ the working-class are being fast driven away by the
rage for railway enterprise and public improvement, no one
knows where, but probablyto crowd still more districts already
densely populated.” To show that the same necessity exists
here, he referred to the Act of 1869, whereby the Boston and
Lowell Railroad was authorized to take two hundred houses in
the city of Boston for a depot, and thus turn out about two
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thousand tenants, without compensation, to seek poorer, more
expensive or more inconvenient lodgings.

At the hearing before the committee, the justice of the claim
was not controverted, but it was maintained that under existing
laws the managers of the railroads could not make such a dis-
crimination as to fares, and the petitioner was led to hope that
this class of citizens would be liberally treated if the authority
was given, which was done by Act 1871, chap. 143. Your
petitioner further states that he has endeavored to induce
several of the railroads to enter into an arrangement that would
confer a great favor on the working classes, not interfere with
the present fares or arrangements of those corporations, and
which has proved eminently advantageous to the only one that
has adopted it, but has yet been unable to obtain any improve-
ment.

Your petitioner would have asked your attention at an earlier
period of your session, had he not hoped to effect such an ar-
rangement with the Boston and Lowell road, on which mechan-
ics, in anticipation of such action, had purchased lots ; but their
reply was delayed until the 29th of February, when it was too
late to introduce new business to your notice.

He, therefore, in aid to the petition of the inhabitants of
Malden, for a reduction of fares, prays you to take into consid-
eration the expediency of requiring the railways centering in
this city to attach daily second-class cars, at one-third of the
usual rates, to at least two trains entering the city in the morn-
ing and two leaving it at night, the cars to be of such style and
attached to the trains at such hours as the board of railroad
commissioners may approve.

Very respectfully,

JOSIAH QUINCY.

Boston, March 8,1872,


