
SENATE No. 131.

[House No. 121, with proposed amendments of the Senate ]

House of Representatives, February 29, 1872.

The Joint Special Committee on State Commissionerships,
Officials, &c., regarding the duties of the Inspector of Pot and
Pearl Ashes, report:

That large quantities of those articles are brought into this
Commonwealth and sold without being inspected and in an
exceedingly adulterated and improper condition. There is
now no law which will effectually reach such cases, and the
purchasers and consumers are without fair means of redress
against the fraud which is practised upon them. Your Com-
mittee are satisfied that the law should be more exacting than
now, as well for the cause of common honesty as for the health
and advantage of the people. Your Committee also are of
opinion, from the evidence, that the enforcement of a proper
law would pay all the fees of inspection and return a surplus
to the treasury.

Your Committee therefore report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

A. B. ELY.

(Jlcimmcmiucaltl) of illasoarljusclto.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.

AN ACT

Relating to the Inspection of Pot and Pearl Ashes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. No dealer in pot or pearl ashes shall
2 offer the same for sale, or sell the same, unless they
3 shall have been duly inspected by the inspector-
-4 general of pot and pearl ashes, or his deputies, in
5 this Commonwealth, or by some competent person [A]
6 duly empowered by law to inspect, and legally in-
-7 specting the same in other jurisdictions. The grades
8 or qualities of pot and pearl ashes shall be three [B]
9 in number, being rated first, second and third sorts [CJ,

10 and all packages shall be distinctly marked and desig-
-11 nated accordingly [D]. Anything below third sort
12 shall not be sold as pot or pearl ash.
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1 [E] Sect. 2. The inspector-general of pot and
2 pearl ashes, and his deputies, shall be authorized at
3 all times to visit the manufactories, warerooms or
4 shops of dealers in these articles, and if they find any
5 packages for sale therein which have not been duly
6 inspected, and are not marked to distinguish the
7 same, they shall prosecute the parties under the pro
8 visions of this act.

1 Sect. 3. No person shall mark or sell any pack-
-2 ages of pot or pearl ashes as of a quality above their
3 inspection, nor shall any one charge a purchaser an
4 inspection fee when the article has not been duly
5 inspected.

1 Sect. 4. The fees for inspection shall be the same
2 and paid in the same way as now provided by law,
3 and any fees received by the inspector-general above
4 the sum of [E] twenty-five hundred dollars, after

■5 paying the expenses of his otfice, shall be paid into
6 the treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 5. Any person violating any of the pro-
-2 visions of this act shall be liable to a fine of not less
3 than five nor more than fifty dollars, to be recovered
4 before any court of competent jurisdiction, and paid,
5 one-half to the complainant and one-half to the
6 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from the first
2 day of May next.

Mr. Boardman proposes the following amendments, viz.:—
At [A] strike out the words, “ duly empowered by law to
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inspect, and legally inspecting the same.” At [B] strike out
“ three,” and insert “ four.” At [CJ insert “ and condemned.”
At [D] strike out “ anything below third sort shall not be sold
as pot or pearl ashes.”

At [E] strike out section 2.

Mr. Richardson offers the following amendment, viz. :
At [F] strike out the word “ twenty five,” and insert, in place
thereof, the word “ eight.”


