
SENATE No. 151.

The Joint Special Committee on State Commissionerships,
Officials, &c., to whom was recommitted the Bill relating to
the inspection of pot and pearl ashes respectfully report
that they had before them the principal receivers and dealers
in pot and pearl ashes in Boston, and that those who have
been the longest in the business, and have done the most
business, were in favor of the bill as originally reported, as a
protection to them, as well as to the people consuming those
articles. Other parties appeared who desired the opportunity
of selling without restriction as to adulteration ; but these were
understood to acquiesce finally in the Bill, substantially as
reported. Your Committee have had before them potash sold
as first sort, some containing one-quarter salt, some containing
a large quantity of lime, and some uot only containing salt, but
burned in the cooking. Each of these were really only second
sort, and yet to the consumer were they represented as first
sort; and the great difficulty is that adulteration can be
detected only by experiments or analysis.

Aware of the difficulty of legislating for the protection of the
people where the pecuniary interests of individuals are opposed
to such legislation, your Committee would report the Bill in a
new draft.

For the Committee,

CARROLL D. WRIGHT.

(Hommoniumltl) of illassacljiisdta.

In Senate, March 19, 1872.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. No dealer in pot or pearl ashes shall
2 offer the same for sale, or sell the same, unless they
3 shall have been duly inspected by the inspector-gen-
-4 eral of pot and pearl ashes, or his deputies, in this
5 Commonwealth, or by some competent person duly
6 empowered by law to inspect, and legally inspecting
7 the same in other jurisdictions. The grades or quali-
-8 ties shall be four in number, being rated, “first sort,"
9 containing at least seventy-five per cent. ;

“ second
10 sort," containing at least fifty-eight per cent.; “ third
11 sort," containing at least thirty-five per cent.; and
12 “ condemned,” containing less than thirty-five per cent.
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13 of alkali; and all packages shall be distinctly marked,
14 designated and sold accordingly.

1 Sect. 2. The fees for inspection shall be the same,
2 and paid in the same way, as now provided by law.

1 Sect. 3. Any person violating any of the provis-
-2 ions of this act, or who shall put up for sale in pack-
-3 ages for common use, as first or second sort, pot or
4 pearl ashes of an inferior quality, shall be liable to a
5 fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars
6 for each offence, to be recovered by complaint before
7 any court of competent jurisdiction, and paid one-half
8 to the complainant and one-half to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect, 4. This act shall take effect from the first
2 day of May next.




