
SENATE No. 181.

In Senate, March 26, 1872.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was com-
mitted the Bill for the preservation of public bridges, report
that the same ought not to pass.

'femmcimucnltl) of illnssadmsctta

E. H. BREWSTER, Chairman.
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[MAR.PUBLIC BRIDGES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.

AN ACT
For the Preservation of Public Bridges.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

1 Sect. 1. No person shall ride or drive any horse
2 or mule on or over any part of a public bridge con-
-3 necting two or more towns or cities at a rate faster
4 than a walk.

1 Sect. 2. No person shall deface or injure such
2 bridge by posting on or affixing to any part thereof
3 any show-bill, placard or sign, or by marking thereon
4 any letters, figures or designs.

1 Sect. 3. No person shall have or carry on or upon
2 any portion of such bridge any light or fire which is
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3 not protected from contact with the open air by an

4 enclosure of glass or metal.

1 Sect, 4. Whoever violates the provisions of the
2 foregoing sections, shall be punished by imprison-
-3 ment in the jail not exceeding six months or by fine
4 not exceeding fifty dollars. Every fine imposed and
5 paid under this section shall be returned by the
6 magistrate receiving it to the treasurer of the town or
7 city in which the offence is alleged to have been com-
-8 mitted.

1 Sect. 5. Judges of police courts and trial justices
2 shall have the same jurisdiction in proceedings under
3 the provisions of this act as in prosecutions for offences
4 against a town or city by-law or ordinance.

1 Sect. 6. Within thirty days after this act shall
2 take effect each town or city in which any such pub-
-3 lie bridge terminates, shall cause to be posted and
4 kept up in a conspicuous place near its end of the
5 bridge a board, painted with a white ground, contain-
-6 ing in black letters the substance of the first four sec-
-7 tions of this act, and every town or city neglecting so
8 to post and keep up the required notice shall forfeit
9 and pay, for each day’s neglect, the sum of ten dollars

10 to the use of the county.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sage.
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