
SENATE.. ..No. 288.

[House No. 33i, as amended by that branch.]

AN ACT
Relating to the time of Furnishing Reports by Depart-

ments and Officials, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Every department, board, commission
2 and official required by law to report to the executive
3 or legislative branch of the state government, except
4 the secretary of the board of agriculture, shall here-
-5 after have such report ready, in print and presented
6 to the legislature, as early as the second Wednesday
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.
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7 in January of each year, including the general state-
-8 ment and summary from the auditor’s report, but ex-
-9 ccpting the full report of the auditor, which may be

10 made at any time in the month of January ; but no
11 volume of reports shall exceed two hundred octavo
12 page’s of printed matter, exclusive of statistical tables.

1 Sect. 2. Of each of said reports there shall be
2 printed and in readiness on said second Wednesday in
3 January, for the use of the executive and legislative
4 departments, the usual number now authorized by
5 law ; and no greater number shall be printed except
6 upon concurrent vote of both branches of the legisla-
-7 turc.

1 Sect. 3. In order to procure the materials for
2 preparing said reports in season, where said materials
3 arc obtained outside the offices, the several heads of
4 departments, boards, commissions and officials finding
5 it needful or desirable so to do, shall have authority
6 to make such rules and regulations, and to prepare
7 and issue such notices and forms to any and all par-
-8 ties required by law to furnish materials for such re-
-9 ports, as shall secure returns in season for the pur-

-10 poses contemplated by this act, subject to the approval
11 of the attorney-general; and such rules, regulations,
12 notices and forms shall be duly observed and obeyed
13 by the party or parties to whom they may be sent;
14 and any neglect or delay to conform thereto shall
15 subject the party or parties to a forfeiture of five dol-
1G lars per day for each day after their returns are
17 required to be made; any existing laws regarding
18 returns to the contrary notwithstanding.
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1 Sect. 4. The state treasurer and auditor are here-
-2 by authorized and directed to close their accounts and
3 balance their books on the last day of November of
4 each year; and all taxes heretofore paid or allowed
5 to be paid into the treasury in November or December,
6 and all other payments so made, so far as may be
7 practicable, shall be paid in in the month of October
8 or November; and these officers may issue their
9 notices, with suitable directions, to all such parties as

10 they may find it necessary or desirable to notify, rc-

-11 quiring them to conform to such rules and orders as
12 they may find it needful to make to enable them to
13 close their accounts on said last day of November;
14 which rules and orders they shall transmit to such
15 parties and publish in their next report; and the
16 same shall have full effect and be enforced as under
17 the provisions of section third of this act.

1 Sect. 5. The first half year in the treasurer’s and
2 auditor’s offices shall close on the last day of May,
3 and these officers shall be authorized to make and
4 promulgate all needed rules and orders to enable them
5 to accomplish this purpose.

1 Sect. 6. If any further legislation is found to be
2 desirable to the more effectual carrying out of this
3 act, as regards the financial departments, the heads
4 thereof shall indicate the same to the legislature for
5 that purpose.

1 Sect. 7. The office hours of all employes and

2 clerks in the state house and offices connected therc-
-3 with shall be from nine o’clock in the forenoon to
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4 four o’clock in the afternoon, and shall be uniform
5 for all, except in cases of sickness or disability. And
6 the beads of departments and bureaus shall see that
7 all such clerks and employes are diligent in the per-
-8 formance of their duties during those hours.

1 Sect. 8. The heads of departments and boards or
2 bureaus may give to their employes and clerks leaves
3 of absence, amounting in all to four weeks in each
4 year: provided, they be so arranged, that a sufficient
5 force, for the necessary running of the offices, shall
6 always be present.

House op Representatives, April 26,1872.

Passed to bo engrossed.
Sent up lor concurrence

W. S. Robinson, Cleric.


