
SENATE.... No. 295.

In Senate, May 1, 1872.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the mayor of Cambridge for an Act authorizing that
city to fill the channel of Miller’s River and lay a sewer therein,
and other papers relating thereto, report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

JAMES S. WHITNEY.

(ffoinmomotolll) of illassocljusctte.
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AN ACT
For the abatement of a Nuisance in the Lower Basin

of Miller’s River, and for the Preservation of Health
in the Cities of Cambridge and Somerville.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court asseinbled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The harbor commissioners and the state
2 board of health shall jointly constitute a board of
3 commissioners for the purposes hereinafter named.

€ommcmu)cnltl) of iKassncljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two.

1 Sect. 2 The said commissioners shall, after due
2 notice to and hearing of all parties interested, devise
3 and report to the mayor and aldermen of the cities of
4 Cambridge and Somerville, respectively, a plan for
5 draining and abating a nuisance existing in and upon
6 the district lying within the limits of the said cities,-
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7 which is bounded north-easterly by the Boston and
8 Lowell Railroad in Cambridge and Somerville, north
9 westerly by the Fitchburg Railroad in Somerville,

10 northerly by Milk Street in Somerville, westerly by
11 Prospect Street in Somerville, south-westerly by Web-
-12 ster Avenue in Somerville, southerly by the boundary
13 line between Cambridge and Somerville and by Gore
14 Street in Cambridge, easterly by Fifth Street in Cam-
-15 bridge, southerly by Winter Street in Cambridge, and
16 easterly, in Cambridge, by Fourth Street and the line
17 of Fourth Street extended to the Boston and Lowell
18 Railroad,—which plan shall provide for the preserva-
-19 tion and improvement of so much of the channel and
20 basins of Miller’s River as is now flowed by the tide
21 below the point where the Grand Junction Railroad
22 in Somerville crosses such river and basin.

1 Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall from time to
2 time, and during the pendency of their report, devise
3 and recommend to the mayor and aldermen of said
4 cities respectively, or to the boards of health thereof,
5 such immediate or temporary measures for the abate-
-6 ment of said nuisance and the preservation of the
7 health of the inhabitants as they shall deem expedient.

1 Sect. 4. In case either of the cities herein named
2 shall refuse or neglect to comply with and promptly
3 to execute the permanent or temporary measures de-
-4 vised and recommended to them as above provided,
5 the said commissioners shall have full power to execute
6 and enforce the same at the expense of the said cities.
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1 Sect. 5. Said commissioners in the discharge of
2 their duties shall have power to cause to be made
3 proper surveys of said district and estimates for car-
-4 rying out the permanent and temporary measures by
5 them recommended.

1 Sect. 6. If in the execution of the purposes of
2 this act, the lands or flats of parties other than the
3 lands owned by either of the cities of Cambridge or
4 Somerville, shall be taken, the board of commission-
-5 ers provided for in this act, shall assess and determine
6 the value of such lands or flats, and the assessment so
7 made shall be paid by the city within the limits of
8 which such property is situated; and any party ag-
-9 grieved by or dissatisfied with such assessment, shall

10 have in all respects the same remedies in law against
11 such city, by an appeal to the county commissioners
12 of the county of Middlesex, as is provided by law in
13 cases of land taken for highways; and either of said
14 cities shall have a like right of appeal in case of
15 assessment made against such city.

1 Sect. 7. The expense of executing this act shall
2 be assessed upon and paid by said cities in such pro-
-3 portions as said commissioners shall award and deter-
-4 mine.

1 Sect. 8, This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


