
SENATE.... No. 19.

Boston

Hon. Horace H. Coolidgb, President of the Senate of Mass.

Sir:—Three years ago, when I began to write the “History
of Massachusetts in the Civil War,” it was my intention to em-
brace in the volume which has been already published, a con-
cise statement of what each city and town in the Commonwealth
had done during the years of the rebellion, by giving an abstract
of the proceedings of the town meetings, and of the votes and
resolutions passed at them, together with the names of the
selectmen and other officers who held office during the war
years ; also, facts to show what had been contributed to the
comfort of our soldiers when at the front, and to their families
at home, by the women of those places, in furnishing clothing
and delicacies for them.

To this end I addressed circulars to the authorities of each
municipality in the Commonwealth, requesting them to fur-
nish me with extracts from their city and town records, and to
give whatever other information would be of value in carrying
out the purpose I had in view.

My request met with universal favor, and nearly every city and
town in the State forwarded the information for which I asked.
I was surprised at the value and amount of interesting historical
matter which my circular brought forth, and was pleased with
the generous tender of additional aid if I required it.

This vast amount of documentary evidence of local patriot-
ism caused me to change the original plan of my work. I found
it would be impossible to do justice to any department of the
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public service, were I to compress into one volume all matters
of national, State, and local interest growing out of the part
which Massachusetts had taken in the civil war. Therefore, in
the volume which I have written, and which has been pub-
lished, I confined myself almost entirely to the doings of the
executive and legislative departments of the Commonwealth, to
the organizing and departure of our regiments and batteries,
and to the three and nine months’ troops ; intending to follow it
with a volume devoted exclusively to the patriotic work done
by our cities and towns, and with another devoted to our three
years’ regiments and batteries while absent from the State, the
material of which to be drawn from original reports and letters
in the executive, adjutant-general’s, quartermaster-general’s,
surgeon-general’s, and paymaster-general’s departments, on file
in the State House and in Washington, and from private
sources,—material which has never been published, but which
contains a vast mine of historical treasure, honorable to Massa-
chusetts, and to the gallant men who represented her for four
years “ on the perilous edge of the battle.”

Experience has taught me that it would be unwise and, in-
deed, impossible that I should compile, write and publish either
of these volumes as I originally contemplated, at my own ex-
pense and risk, and I have taken the liberty of writing this
letter to inquire whether, in the judgment of the legislature, it
would be wise or expedient for the Commonwealth to give any
material assistance to the projects I have named.

Perhaps I overrate the historical importance of this material
whichI possess, but gentlemen whose intelligence and judgment
I respect, concur in my estimate of its value, and have advised
that the subject be brought to the attention of the legislature.
Following their advise, and feeling confident of its propriety, I
have ventured to address you this communication, with the re-
quest, if it meets your favor, it may be read and referred to a
committee of the legislature for consideration.

With great respect,
I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,

WM. SCHOULER.
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