
SENATE....No. 20.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled.

The Memorial of the Managers of “ The Temporary Asylum for
Discharged Female Prisoners ” at Dedham; —and of the
Managers of “ The Springfield Home for Friendless Women
and Children,” and of others concurring with them.

The undersigned respectfully represent, that the penal
institutions of this Commonwealth are imperfect in many par-
ticulars, and that the public good requires many important re-
forms in their organization, supervision and management. The
reformation of criminals is a most certain and effective method
of preventing crime; but, without a careful classification of
prisoners, all influences and efforts for reformation will be
thwarted by the association of the comparatively innocent with
the most vile and abandoned, and the prison will become a
seminary of vice and crime. The classification of our penal
institutions is manifestly very imperfect, and a change in this
matter is imperatively demanded by the humanity and Chris-
tianity of the age ; and may be effected in such a manner as
not only to secure the proper object of punishment,—the sup-
pression of crime,—but also, ultimately to diminish the actual
expense of supporting and maintaining our prisons.

The undersigned, therefore, believe that entirely separate
prisons should be provided for female convicts, under the charge
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of judicious and philanthropic women, subject to the advise of
a board of men and women of known judgment and ability.
There are about eight hundred female prisoners now serving
out sentences in our jails, houses of correction, the houses of
industry, and in the State workhouse. Many more are in
temporary confinement, awaiting the result of complaints
against them. These prisoners are scattered throughout all
these penal institutions, and in many cases are few in number
in particular prisons. In their present condition they cannot
be so classified as to receive that proper and reasonable care
and supervision, adapted to their peculiar wants and condition,
which is necessary, in order to redeem them from the life of vice
and crime which has brought them to their present degradation.
A total separation of men from women is hardly practicable in
prisons where both sexes are inmates, and the exclusive super-
vision of women by women is almost impossible; and, in
many cases, these unfortunate prisoners are under the charge
of persons wholly unfit for such duties. In fact, nearly all the
officers of our prisons believe that it is practically impossible to
reclaim a woman from a life of crime, and, of course, they treat
their prisoners in such a manner as to indicate to them, in the
plainest possible way, the utter hopelessness of their case.

The undersigned believe that, with proper and effective
female management, many of these female convicts may be
restored to a life of virtue and happiness, and thus a prolific
source of crime and misery to both sexes may be, at least in
part, suppressed ; but they are sure this cannot be effected
under the present organization of our penal institutions.

They therefore earnestly pray for the establishment of sepa-
rate prisons for women, under female supervision, with boards
of control consisting of men and women of known qualifications
for such duty; and that such provision be made by law, as will
secure a careful classification of female prisoners according to
degrees of vice, with full opportunity to each class, by good
behavior, to cut short materially the length of their sentence ;

and also, that the boards of control may be empowered to hold
for the use of each prisoner, a percentage of the wages of her
labor, to be expended for the personal comfort of the prisoner,
or reserved for her future support, or for the use of those de-
pendent upon her; so that voluntary industry, frugality and
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self-reliance, may be encouraged and promoted by a direct
appeal to the self-interest of the prisoner.

The undersigned also pray that an asylum or reformatory for
young women may be established, under similar management,
to which girls and young women, too old or too vicious to bo
sent to the State Industrial School at Lancaster, may be sen-
tenced, to be held therein, and discharged therefrom, at some
age fixed by law, under the same general provisions as are now
made applicable to the State Industrial School.

They also pray that provision may be made by law' to secure,
as far as possible, uniformity of sentences, and to prevent the
frequent recurrence of short terms of imprisonment suffered by
the same person.

They also pray that all sentences may be made, by law, to
terminate in the probationary discharge of the convict, so that,
by reasonable regulation, restriction, and care, the discharged
prisoner may in all cases be aided in the attempt to reform and
lead a virtuous and honest life.

The undersigned also represent, that great evil results from
the confinement of young boys and girls in our prisons, in the
company of old and hardened offenders, and they therefore
pray that it may be provided by law, that minors under the ago
of sixteen years, shall not suffer imprisonment for crime, in
jails and houses of correction, but that such imprisonment shall
only be suffered by them in reformatories for the young.

The undersigned beg leave also to represent, that the present
method of punishing drunkenness, by fines and short terms of
imprisonment, is often productive of great evil to the families
of the victims of this vice, while it does not tend to suppress
intemperance, nor to reform the inebriate. The confinement
of persons, guilty only of this offence, in the cells of a prison,
fitted to hold burglars, highway robbers, thieves and murder-
ers, is unnecessary, and its result is, almost always, to deprive
the prisoner ot all self-respect, and of all hope of future amend-
ment. The undersigned therefore pray that confirmed inebri-
ates may be confined only in asylums or reformatories, there
to be kept under mild but efficient treatment, until there is a
reasonable hope that permanent reformation has been secured,
and that males and females may be provided for in separate
asylums.
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The undersigned beg leave also to represent, that there
should be further and better provision made for the secular,
moral and religious (but not denominational) instruction of all
classes of convicts in our prisons. These prisoners are generally
uneducated, and owe their present degradation, in part at least,
to this fact. In order to produce any permanent reformation,
it is essential to awaken the mind and conscience of the pris-
oner, and by moral and religious motives, to reinforce the
weak efforts of the will. Instruction is thus an important
and essential means of reformation, and without it, the dis-
cipline of the prison must fail of producing its legitimate re-
sults. The undersigned therefore pray that full and ample
provision may be made in all our penal institutions, for impart-
ing proper secular, moral and religious instruction to all the
convicts confined therein.

H. B. Chickering, Mary W. Poor, Pauline A. Durant, Ellen C.
Johnson, Martha W. Cushing, Lucy L Chickering, Sarah
D. Barrett, Ellinor D. Walker, D. C. Mifflin, Julia H.
Goodrich, Susan W. Hardy, M. Josephine Allen, Agnes
L. Rice, A. P. Reynolds, Sarah F. Howe, Geo. B. Emerson,
Abner Kingman, Daniel Denny, Jas. 0. Watson, Columbus
Tyler, Frederic H. Hedge, Rufus Ellis, Geo. L. Chaney,
John G. Whittier, J. J. Dixwell, C. T. Thayer, Horatio
Chickering, E. P. Burgess, John W. Bacon, Edward L.
Pierce, Marcus Ames, John W. Candler, Geo. Tyler Bigelow,
Josiah Quincy, R. A. Chapman, Mary B. Claliin, R. S.
Howland, Mary Eliot Parkinan, Susan T. Hillard, Peter
Harvey, J G. Abbott, Edw. N. Kirk, Russell Sturgis, Jr.,
Marshall S. Scudder, Henry M. Dexter, Joseph Story,
Stephen N. Stockwell, Alpheus Hardy, J. A. M. Chapman,
Geo. S. Hillard, Win. R. Nicholson, W. Amory, John
Atnory Lowell, Nathl. Thayer, Avery Plumer, H. P. Kid-
der, Edwd. Atkinson, Wm. Gaston, Henry F. Durant,
Goo. S. Hale, Win. L. Thorndike, Nath. Silsbee, D. A.
Goddard, S. B. Dean, Henry B. Rogers, R. B. Forbes,
James Walker, Henry W. Longfellow, Wolcott Gibbs,
Francis Bowen, Henry W. Torrey, Joseph Lovering,
Charles W. Eliot, E. J. Cutler, A. P. Peabody, F. J.
Child, Asa Gray, G. M. Blagdeu, I. lasigi, Robert M.
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Mason, Turner Sargent, Jacob Bigelow, Benj. S. Rotch,
Rachel C. Merriam, President; Caroline L. Rice, Vice-
Pres.; Anne S, Merrick, Vice-Pres.; Mrs. I. R. Hixon,
Cor. Secretary; Pamelia C. Smith, Treasurer; Clara T.
Leonard, Clerk ; Mary A. Brewer, Lucy A. Patch, R. S.
Ladd, Mrs. Geo. Walker, George Merriam, John B. Steb-
bins, Charlotte A. Barns, Manager; Sam’l Bowles, P.
B. Sanborn, L. L. Sanborn, S. G. Buckingham, Mrs. Geo.
P. Geer, Eliphalet Trask, Caroline C. Briggs, 0. W. Wil-
cox, James H. Morton, P. H. Harris, H. Alexander, Jr.,
Wm. S. Shurtleff, L. H. Rouse, Henry Brewer- Marshall
Calkins, Adelaide A. Calkins, Mrs. W. M. Pomeroy,
George Walker, Jos. S. Noble, Jailer of Hampden county ;

A. D. Briggs, A. L. Soule, one of the Advisory Com.; N.
A. Leonard, B. D. Cheney, Jamaica Plain, Mass.; Otis
Clapp, Annie Thorndike Endicott, William Bndicott, Jr.,
E. S. Tobey, Chas. W. Slack, R. K. Potter, A. J. Wright,
F. W. Bird, Daniel Allen, Ellen C. Clark, Mary G. Ware,
I. N. Tarbos, Henry J. Patrick, E. A Hubbard, Manton
Eastburn, Geo. Punchard, John W. Olmstead, Thomas D.
Eliot, Joseph Griuuell, Robt. 0. Pitman, H. Wilson.




