
SENATE 'No. 48.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court convened.

The undersigned, representing many citizens of Hampden,
Hampshire, Worcester and Essex counties, of lawful age, assem-
bled in convention, at Palmer, on the eighth day of December,
and at Worcester on the tenth day of December, 1869 ; at Rock-
port on the seventh day of January, and at Northampton on
the fifteenth of January, 1870, respectfully declare—

That they were among the petitioners to your honorable
body last spring, who asked that the right of suffrage might be
extended to the women of Massachusetts—which petition the
general court, for its part, did not see fit to grant;

That many of your memorialists, who are hereby represented,
are women, deprived of the privilege of voting in the election
of your honorable body, and only possessing, under the laws
and customs of this Commonwealth, the right of petition and
remonstrance, which they feel bound to exercise the more
freely so long as the privilege of voting is denied them; while
such of us as have the suffrage do also enjoy the same right of
petition and remonstrance, and all of us desire to be fully heard,
before committees or otherwise, in regard to the following
matters:—

£ommomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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It is well known that the people of this Commonwealth now
endure an amount of taxation, for State, national and muni-
cipal purposes, greatly beyond what they formerly bore and
such as is grievous and burdensome. The national taxes,
being collected for the purpose of maintaining the government
and for paying the great debt incurred in preserving the nation
against rebellion, are patiently submitted to by the women of
the four counties above named, who are in no respect less
patriotic than other citizens; and such of the local and
State taxes as are needed to maintain peace and good order,
and pay the necessary expenses of government, are also pa-
tiently borne. But we protest against any unthrifty manage-
ment of the State finances, against long sessions of the legisla-
ture, careless grants of the public money for purposes in them-
selves legitimate, and against all appropriations not strictly
needed for the legitimate expenses of the State government;
and we make this protest because justice demands it. because
the heavy taxes deprive many of us of the comlorts, and some
of us of the necessities, of life, and because these burdens fall
most heavily upon women, who have the management of house-
holds, and whose labor is not so well remunerated as is the
labor of men.

Especially do we protest against any appropriation of the
public money, (raised by taxation from the labor of a popula-
tion of whom the majority are women) to institutions of learn-
ing which refuse to admit women as students. We deem it a
gross injustice to tax women, directly and indirectly, tor tire
support of schools and colleges which they are never permitted
to enter as pupils; and if such institutions persist in refusing
to admit women, (many of whom in Massachusetts crave the
opportunity of education which they afford,) we pray your
honorable body to entertain no petition from them, asking ap-
propriations from the rftate treasury. And we further ask that
the opportunities for education in Massachusetts, so far as the
legislature has power, be made as great and as valuable for
young women as for young men. We do this because there
are more women in the State to be educated than there are

I. Taxation.

11. Education.
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men; because education is as necessary to one sex as to the
other; and because the money by which our schools and col-
leges are supported is provided by the toil of women, quite as
much as by the skill and labor of men.

We desire also, in behalf of the women of this Common-
wealth, to present the claim of an unfortunate portion of their
sex to a belter treatment at the hands of the public authorities.
We learn by the official reports that more than three thousand
women and girls are inmates of the prisons of Massachusetts,
within the period of a year; that more than half of them can
neither read nor write, and have spent their whole lives in
poverty and dependence; notwithstanding which, no effort is
made by the prison authorities to give them instruction, and
very little pains taken to form and maintain in them habits of
steady industry and self-dependence; that they are imprisoned
under the same roof with men, and in the custody of male offi-
cers, most of whom have no faith in the possibility of reforming
women of this class, and make no attempt to improve their
moral condition, which constantly grows worse under the
influences of their prison life; that a majority of these wo-
men now in prison have been there before, some as many as
fifty times,—a fact that shows conclusively how little the State
does for their reformation ; and that there are at the present
time seven or eight hundred women immured in prisons and
work-houses in Massachusetts, in the condition above described.
We therefore respectfully petition your honorable body to pass
such laws and appoint such regulations as will enable these
poor women to be imprisoned under the charge of officers of
their own sex, and such as will make an effort to reclaim them
from vice and teach them the rudiments of knowledge and the
habits of skilled labor; to be fn
severity of restraint, and to be si
to earn a larger portion of tin
for self-support and honest lives
we particularly request that s
established in the prison building

I from needless hardship and.
) employed while in prison as
sir own cost, and fit themselves
after leaving the prison. And
Bparate prisons for women be

now existing in differentparts

111. Prisons for Women

of the Commonwealth, and that some competent woman be
commissioned to visit and inspect ail prisons where women are
confined.
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Trustei
Your memorialists desire further to call the attention of the

general court to the importance of giving places on the boards
of trustees and inspectors of all public institutions which re-
ceive women or girls as inmates, to intelligent, judicious and
humane women, who shall visit such institutions, and see that
proper care, protection and discipline are exercised towards the
inmates of their own sex.

And we who are hereby represented, are ready to appear
personally or by deputy before the proper committees of the
general court, to support this memorial by evidence and
argument.

BLIPHALET TRASK
President of the Hampden Co. Convention

BELA GARDNER
President of the Hampshire Go. Convention,

HENRY CHAPIN,
President of the Convention at Worcester.

ANNIE M. S. GALVIN, M. D.,
President of the Essex Co. Association.

IV. The Appointment of Women as Inspectors and


