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Chap.274: An Act authorizing the city op medford to pay a cer-
tain SUM OF MONEY TO BESSIE W. TAYLOR ON ACCOUNT
OF INJURIES SUSTAINED BY HER WHILE UPON A PUBLIC
WAY OF SAID CITY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of discharging a moral obh-
gation, the city of Medford is hereby authorized to pay to

Bessie W. Taylor of said city a sum of money not exceeding
one thousand dollars in settlement of her claim against said

city on account of certain injuries sustained by her while
a traveller upon Holton street, a public way in said city.

Section 2, This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 9, 1939.

Chap. 27^ An Act relative to evidence of the establishment of
minimum fair wage rates.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed^iJr'new
Chapter one hundred and fifty-one of the General Laws,

section 26a,^'^ as appearing in section one of chapter four hundred and one
inserted.

q£ ^f^g ^^^g q|- nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby
amended by inserting after section twenty the following new

Evidence in sectiou : — Scction 20A . In any prosecution under section

mum7ai? wage nineteen or in any action or suit under section twenty, a
rate cases. copy of a mandatory order covering any occupation, together

with a certificate attesting the correctness of the copy and
setting forth that on the date of such certificate such order
is in force, signed by the commissioner and the genuineness
of the signature attested by the state secretary in accordance
with section seventy-six of chapter two hundred and thirty-

three, shall be competent evidence equally with the original

order, and shall be prima facie evidence that the provisions

of this chapter relative to the establishment of minimum fair

wage rates in such occupation were complied with prior to

the making of such order, and that such order has continued
in full force and effect up to the date of such certificate.

Approved June 9, 1939.

Chap. 276 An Act establishing a board of trustees of the bel-
MONT hospital IN THE CITY OF WORCESTER, AND DEFIN-
ING THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby estabHshed a board of trus-

tees of the Belmont hospital in the city of Worcester, con-

sisting of nine persons, of whom three shall be members of

the board of health of said city, one shall be a member of

the board of aldermen, two shall be members of the common
council, and three shall be residents of said city who are
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citizens and not members of the city council. As soon as

may be after the effective date of this act, and annually

thereafter in the month of January, beginning with the

year nineteen hundred and forty, the city council shall

elect, by concurrent vote of the two branches, the board of

aldermen acting first, one member of the board of aldermen
and two members of the common council to be members of

said board of trustees, to serve until the first Monday of

February in the year next following their election, and until

the qualification of their respective successors. As soon as

may be after said effective date and in the manner afore-

said, the city council shall elect three such residents to be
members of said board of trustees, of whom one shall serve

until the first Monday of February, nineteen hundred and
forty, one until the first Monday of February, nineteen

hundred and forty-one, and one until the first Monday of

February, nineteen hundred and forty-two, and each until

the qualification of his successor.

In January, nineteen hundred and forty, and annually
in January thereafter, said city council shall elect, in the

manner aforesaid, one such citizen to be a member of said

board of trustees, to serve for three years from the first

Monday in February in the year in which he is elected and
until the qualification of his successor.

The elected members of said board of trustees shall at

all times be subject to removal as trustee for cause, by vote
of two thirds of each branch of said city council present

and voting thereon. Whenever any vacancy shall occur in

said board of trustees by death, resignation or otherwise,

said vacancy shall be filled in the manner aforesaid for the

remainder of the unexpired term. No member of said

board of trustees shall receive any compensation for his

services as such trustee.

Sectiox 2. The members of said board of trustees shall

meet for organization annually on the first Monday of

February and choose one of their number as president and
such other officers as they deem necessary. They shall have
power to make such rules and regulations relating to said

Belmont hospital, and its oSicers and employees, and to fix

and enforce penalties for the violation of such rules and
regulations, as they may deem expedient; provided, that

the same shall not be inconsistent with law or with the

provisions of this act.

The board of trustees first established hereunder shall

organize and assume the management and control of said

hospital forthwith upon their qualification.

Section 3. Said board of trustees shall have the general

management and control of the Belmont hospital and of all

branches thereof, which have been or which may hereafter

be established, together with the buildings and rooms con-

taining the same, and the fixtures and furniture connected
therewith, and also of the expenditure of the money appro-
priated therefor.
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Section 4. Said board of trustees may appoint a super-

intendent with such assistants and subordinate officers as

they may deem necessary or expedient, and may remove
the same, and fix their compensation; and for said purposes
may expend such sums as may be appropriated therefor by
the city council.

Section 5. The persons employed in said hospital on
the effective date of this act shall continue to serve in said

hospital without impairment of their civil service status,

and shall retain all present rights now given them under
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, and such employees
shall retain any step increases from the minimum pay of

their grade earned during their service with said hospital,

and for retirement purposes their service with said hospital

shall be deemed to be continuous.

Section 6. This act shall take full effect upon its ac-

ceptance during the current year by vote of the city coun-

cil of the city of Worcester, subject to the provisions of its

charter, but not otherwise. Approved June 9, 1939.

Chap. 277 An Act authorizing the cape cod institute of music
TO GRANT THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF MUSIC.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The Cape Cod Institute of Music, a corporation incor-

porated under general law, is hereby authorized and em-
powered to grant the degree of bachelor of music to students

properly accredited and recommended by the faculty of

said institute.

(The foregoing was laid before the governor on the fifth day

of June, 1939, and after five days it had ^' the force of a law",

as prescribed by the constitution, as it was not returned by him
with his objections thereto within that time.)

Chap. 27^ An Act relative to the construction by the city of
WESTFIELD OF FLOOD PROTECTION WORKS ALONG THE
WESTFIELD RIVER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The city of Westfield, for the purpose of

protecting highways and public or private property from
damage by freshet or any flow of the Westfield river, may,
by its city council, from time to time, take by eminent
domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws,
or acquire by purchase or otherwise, land and easements in

land and may construct dikes, walls, drains, bridges and
other flood protection works. Any person who is injured

in his property by any act of said city under any provision

of this act may recover from said city damages therefor

under said chapter seventy-nine. Said flood protection

works may be constructed in conjunction with flood pro-


