
SENATE No. 151.

[Mr. Peirce proposes the following Bills and Resolves as a substitute for the
Report of the Committee in relation to the subject.] (Senate No. 151.)

AN ACT
To provide for the Valuation of the Property of the

Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same , asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and seventy, shall, on or before
4 the first day of October next, deposit in the office of
5 the secretary a certified copy, under oath of the asses-
-6 sors’ books and tables of aggregates for the year one
7 thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine and one thou-
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8 sand eight hundred and seventy, and the secretary
9 shall, on or before the first day of June, furnish tri-

10 plicate copies of blank books to the cities and towns
11 for the foregoing purpose : provided , however, that in
12 the case of the city of Boston, the returns required by
13 this section to be deposited in the office of the secre-
-14 tary, may be thus deposited on or before the first day
15 of November of the present year,

Sect. 2. The assessors of the several cities and
towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and seventy, shall, instead of the

s»
certified copy of the assessors’ books and tables of
aggregates which by law they are now required to
deposit in the office of the secretary of the Common-
wealth, on or before the first day of October, eighteen
hundred and seventy, deposit in said office an attested
copy of the table of aggregates which by law they are
now required to deposit in said office the first four
years of each decade.
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1 Sect. 3. Whenever it shall have been ascertained
by the assessors of any city or town that the aggregate
values of their city or town, respectively, have been
diminished since the first day of May of the preceding
year, they shall return with the table of aggregates
or books, which they are required by the act of the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, en-

titled “An Act to secure a uniform description and
appraisal of estates in the Commonwealth for the pur-
poses of taxation,” and the several acts in addition
thereto, to deposit in the office of the secretary a
statement in writing, under oath, of the causes which
in their opinion, have produced such diminution.
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1 Sect. 4. If the assessors of any city or town shall
2 neglect to comply with the requirements of this act,
3 each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not
4 exceeding two hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. The secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall furnish the assessors of each city and town with
3 a copy of this act within ten days of its approval by
4 the governor.

1 Sect. 6. All forfeitures arising by this act may be
2 recovered in the supreme judicial court of this Com-
-3 monwealth, by information filed in said court by the
4 attorney-general, and the secretary is hereby required
5 to furnish the attorney-general with a list of the cities
6 and towns, the assessors of which shall neglect to
7 lodge in his office a certified copy under oath of the
8 assessors’ books and tables of aggregates, agreeably to
9 the provisions of this act, to the end that they may be

10 prosecuted at the discretion of said officer.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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RESOLVES

lu relation to the Valuation of the Property of this Common-
wealth.

Resolved, That a committee of this legislature be appointed
to make a new valuation of the property of this Commonwealth

to consist of eight members of the senate and sixteen members
of the house of representatives.

Resolved, That said committee shall meet in the senate cham-
ber, in the recess of the general court, ou the third day of Octo-
ber next, in order to receive a certified copy of the assessors’
books and tables of aggregates, for the year one thousand eight
hundred and seventy, agreeably to the requirements of an act
of the present session, entitled an act to provide for the valua-
tion of the property of the Commonwealth, and they shall ex-
amine and equalize the same, according to their best judgement
and discretion : and they shall estimate the polls therein con-
tained, of twenty years old and upwards, at the rate of half a
mill each on the one thousand dollars of tax ; and shall estimate
all the estate therein contained at its true and just value. And
if any assessors shall neglect to make returns conformably to
said act, said committee shall ascertain the polls and estates, and
shall thereupon proceed to estimate and equalize the same as
aforesaid, and shall make an addition thereto of twenty-five per
centum on the amount thereof; and they shall take such meas-
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ures as they may deem proper to correct any informal, imper-
fect or erroneous returns.

Resolved, That said committee have power to fill any vacancy
which may exist in their body at the time of and during their
meeting in the recess of the general court, and such vacancy
shall be filled from the branch in which it may occur. They
shall choose a chairman, and be authorized to require such
further returns, in addition to those provided by law, from state,
city and town officers, as may be necessary; to appoint a clerk
and other officers; to cause to be executed all such printing as
they may deem to be expedient, and to procure such stationery
and other articles as shall be required ; and do such other acts
and things as may be necessary for the convenient dispatch of
their business; and they shall make report of their doings to
the next general court.
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AN ACT
To provide Returns for the Valuation Committee.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The treasurer of the Commonwealth
2 shall print, for the use of the valuation committee,
3 an abstract from the returns made to him, under an
4 act entitled “ an act levying a tax upon certain cor-
-5 porations,” containing the names of all corporations
6 and banking associations having stock owned in any
7 city or town in the Commonwealth; also the excess
8 of the market value of all the capital stock of each
9 corporation and banking association taxed by said act,

10 over the value of its real estate and machinery; also
11 the whole number of shares of such corporations and
12 associations, and the number of shares owned in this
13 Commonwealth, specifying the number of shares
14 owned in each city and town by other parties than
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15 insurance companies, savings banks and institutions
16 for savings.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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RESOLVES

For the Compensation of the Valuation Committee.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the treasury of the Com-
monwealth, to each member of the valuation committee, five dol-
lars for each and every day’s actual attendance, not exceeding
ninety days in all, and one dollar for every five miles travelled
from their respective places of abode to the place of sitting of
said committee once during its session. Actual attendance
under this resolve shall include every day of attendance upon
sessions of the committee, Sundays, days of adjournment, not
exceeding two days at any one time, and days of sitting on sub-
committees during sessions of the general committee.

Resolved, That the compensation to such messengers, door-
keepers and pages of the valuation committee, as said com-
mittee may deem necessary, shall be at the same rate per day
as the average pay allowed at regular sessions of the legislature.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.
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