
SENATE.... No. 24.

The Committee on Printing, to whom was referred the Memorial
of Messrs. Wright & Potter, State Printers, asking for
a renewal of their contract to do the printing for the
Commonwealth, have considered the subject, and

It appears that these printers made their contract with the
State in 1862, to do the printing for five years, at fixed rates,
based on the condition of things as they existed at that date ;

that notwithstanding the exigencies of a state of war have
since then nearly doubled the cost of labor and material, they
have borne the disadvantage in consequence entailed upon
them, as a part of the burden of the country which it was
their duty to meet, and relying on the sense of justice of the
legislature to grant a renewal of their contract at such prices
as should be deemed equitable and just.

Upon inquiry, it appears to be the general desire of the
trade, that Messrs. Wright & Potter should be continued as
State Printers; and the award of the contract to these gentle-
men would be considered an act of justice to men who had
cheerfully borne hardship and trial to keep their faith with theState, and who now ought to have an opportunity to do thework at remunerative prices.

In Senate, January 30, 1867.
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O [Jan.STATE PRINTERS.

In regard to the manner in which the contract of Messrs.
Wright & Potter lias been filled, there is but one opinion. It
has given the fullest satisfaction to all. The work has ever
been promptly and faithfully performed. We have occasion to
be proud of the printing of the State, and we heartily agree
with the commissioner, who, in his report, (House Doc. No. 4,)
says :

“ The present State Printers have executed their work
with promptness and in a manner highly satisfactory to the
several departments, and they have maintained the former
excellence of the public printing, though laboring under the
disadvantages of a great increase in wages and the cost of
material since they concluded the contract.”

Your Committee would therefore recommend the passage of
the accompanying Resolve, feeling confident that the officers
therein designated will secure a contract which shall be equita-
ble to the printers and secure the interest of the Common-
wealth.

The Committee, in recommending that the officers named in
the Resolve have power to fix the prices, are of opinion that a
better contract may be secured for the State, a few months
hence, than at the present time. The present contract does
not expire until July 1, and it seems quite likely that before
that time prices may fall so as to justify better terms for the
State than might be deemed fair at the present moment.

Per order,

MARTIN GRIFFIN,
Of the Senate.

J. S. POTTER,
Of the House.
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RESOLVE

Concerning the State Printing.

Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth, the
clerk of the senate, and the clerk of the house of representa-
tives, be, and they are hereby authorized and directed to
contract with Messrs. Wright & Potter, of Boston, for the
execution of all the printing for the several departments of the
state government for five years from the first day of July,
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, at such rates as said officers
shall decide to be equitable between employer and employed,
and for the best interest of the Commonwealth; and said
contract shall be subject to all the restrictions contained in the
existing contract with the state printers ; provided

, that bonds
satisfactory to the above-named officers, to the amount of ten
thousand dollars, be given by said Wright & Potter, for the
faithful performance of their contract.

Commomumlti) of iHassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.
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