
SENATE No. 67.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

At a meeting of the Board of Education held on the twenty-
third of last January, it was voted that the undersigned, Visitors
of the Bridgewater State Normal School, be authorized to apply
to the legislature in the name, and on behalf of the Board, for
aid in providing hoarding accommodations for the pupils of
said Normal School.

Accordingly this Memorial is respectfully submitted to the
honorable the legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, setting forth some of the facts and reasons on which the
petition of your memorialists rests.

The Normal School at Bridgewater was established in 1840
for the professional training of teachers of both sexes, in the
theory and practice of school-keeping, for the Common Schools
of the State. Since this institution went into operation about
1,600 pupils have for a longer or shorter period enjoyed its

advantages, and of these about one thousand have completed
the prescribed course of study and preparation for the profession
of teaching. A very large proportion of these graduates have
been engaged, or are now engaged in teaching in our Common
Schools, with a far greater measure of success than they would
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have attained without the benefit of Normal training. Facts
are not wanting to prove that the institution has successfully
performed the work for which it was designed, and that it has
largely contributed to the promotion of the cause of education.

The school is furnished with a commodious edifice, well
located, with a valuable library, with apparatus sufficient for
the present needs, and with a corps of learned, able and faith-
ful instructors. But with all its facilities for accomplishing its
work, with all its means of instruction, it now finds itself cir-
cumscribed, hampered and cramped, and its usefulness greatly
curtailed for want of suitable and sufficient boarding accommo-
dations for its pupils. For these accommodations it has always
had to rely upon the private families of the village in which it
is situated. Until three or four years past the accommodations
thus afforded have been in the main sufficient and satisfactory.
But the change which has taken place in this respect, renders
it necessary, if the prosperity of the school is to be maintained,
to adopt some new measures for supplying the pupils with
boarding accommodations.

In support of this position your memorialists would respect-
fully present the following considerations :

1. The high price of board.—Board is the main item of
expense to the pupil, and in the last three years has increased
from $2.50 to $1.75 per week, exclusive of fuel and lights,
which are a separate charge, so that the total cost of board, at
present, is $5.00 or more per week. At this rate of living the
cost of the school year to the pupils is for forty weeks, $2OO 00

Incidentals, travelling, clothing, &c., say, . . 100 00

$3OO 00Total for one year.

$6OO 00Total for the course of two years,

The majority of the pupils, and some of the best ol them, are

persons of limited means, and not a few of them are wholly
dependent upon their own efforts. It is evident therefore that
the most of those whomit is desirable to educate in this institu-
tion cannot meet so large an outlay in their preliminary
preparations for teaching.

2. Good hoard cannot be obtained for all.—The great and
insurmountable difficulty is to obtain board for all on any
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terms, in quarters suitable to the wants of the pupils. Not a
few of them have been obliged to put up with very meagre
accommodations and poor fare, to the detriment of their health.
Such is the crowded condition of the dwellings of the village,
that the students have no choice, being obliged to take such
places as can be obtained, and at the prices asked. This state
of things is a source of constant uneasiness and frequent
changes among the pupils, and threatens seriously to embarrass
the operations of the school. It has already reduced the num-
ber of pupils in attendance, and will doubtless reduce it still
lower before any'relief can be provided in the manner in which
your memorialists herein pray for.

3. The low wages of teachers.—Another reason for making
provision to diminish the cost of attending this school is the
low rate of compensation which teachers in that part of the
State receive. The returns, as given in the twenty-ninth
Report of the Board of Education, for the five counties in that
section of the State, viz., Bristol, Plymouth, Barnstable, Dukes
and Nantucket, show that the average wages per month,
including board, for males was -148.87, for females, $18.72;
while the average for the State is, males $54.77, females,
$21.82. Hence young men and women, looking to the high
cost of the Normal course and the low rate of wages for
teachers, do not see inducement enough for undertaking to fit
themselves for the work, and either abandon the hope of teach-
ing, or enter upon the business with very inadequate prepara-
tion.

4. An economical use of the present appliances and forces
already provided at Bridgewater requires that provision should
be made for hoarding.—The building will accommodate from
120 to 130 pupils, whereas, owing to the difficulty of obtain-
ing good and cheap board, the number is only from 70 to
75. The incidental expenses of carrying on the school with
its full complement of pupils, would be no greater than it now
is, nor would the cost of tuition be materially, if at all,
increased.

5. The interests of the Common Schools require an increase
of the number of thoroughly trained (eachers.~B ut it would be
unwise to establish additional Normal Schools while any of
those we now have are not fully supplied with pupils, and it is
quite certain, for the reasons stated, that this school is not
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likely, for an indefinite time to come, to be filled up, unless the
provision prayed for is granted.

In view of these facts and considerations, your memorialists
earnestly hope that an appropriation will be granted sufficient
for the erection for this school of a boarding-house, with rooms
and accommodations adequate for at least fifty pupils of both
sexes. It is not deemed by your memorialists that a boarding-
house for the pupils should be carried on at the expense of the
State, but that a building properly equipped should be fur-
nished for their use, the board being provided and paid for by
the pupils themselves.

In conclusion, your memorialists feel constrained to say that
they come with this petition with no small degree of confidence,
considering what the school is, what it has accomplished, and
what it is capable of doing to advance our educational inter-
ests, and especially considering the liberality with which the
public money is appropriated to the support of our reformatory
institutions. It is a maxim of social science that the more
expenditure for teachers and school-houses, the less is needed
for reformatories and jails. And yet we find that the reforma-
tories of Massachusetts have cost more than five times as much
as her Normal Schools, and that for every dollar appropriated
the present year for the support of all our Normal Schools, five
dollars have been appropriated for the support of our reforma-
tories. And, besides, it is a remarkable fact that the annual
expense of supporting each individual inmate of some of our
reformatory institutes, is five times the average annual expense
to the State of the educating a Normal pupil in our Normal
Schools.

Your memorialists do not desire to diminish the amount
expended for our reformatory institutes ; but they refer to
their comparative cost to show how reasonable is the petition
which they bring in behalf of one of our schools for educating
teachers.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE,
JOHN D. PHILBRICK,

Visitors of the Bridgewater Normal School.

FebruabY 26,1867.


