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town on the harbor of Cape Cod.
After giving notice, in accordance with the third section of

chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the Acts of eighteen
hundred and sixty-six, the board held a meeting in Province-
town on the twenty-fourth day of April last, at which a majority
of wharf and shore owners were present and expressed their
views upon the wants of the shipping interest, which appears
to be rapidly increasing. After fully considering the subject
and consulting with the parties in interest, the board arrived at
the conclusion that the increase in the number and draught of

Is employed directly or indirectly in the fisheries, seemed
to demand provision for ample wharf-room in water of good
depth ; and as deepening by dredging would seem to be imprac-
ticable by reason of the shifting character of the sand composing
the flats, it was deemed essential to draw the harbor lines in
such a manner that they should cross the curve of about six-
teen feet in deptli at low-water, in the locality where this curve
makes its nearest approach to the present shore line of the
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town. In other portions of the harbor the lines are located
with the simple view to protect from undue encroachments
the anchorage ground of all classes of vessels.

Though not directly connected with the harbor lines, two
subjects attracted the attention of the board at Provincetown,
which we think so important that we allude to them here.
After a careful personal inspection, we were impressed with the
necessity of closing, by a dike, the entrance to the “ East Har-
bor,” a lagoon, from which large bodies of sand now drift into
Cape Cod Harbor, forming extensive flats which encroach upon
the anchorage grounds. The rapid extension of Long Point
and its adjacent shoal, while it does not yet materially impair
the approaches to the harbor, is likely to engage the attention
of the Commissioners from time to time, as it appears to them
that comparative surveys at intervals of two or three years will
be indispensable to measure the progress of this formation, and
finally to ascertain the most effective method of arresting it.

We present herewith, for the consideration of your honor-
able bodies, the draft of a Bill to establish harbor lines, based
upon careful surveys by our engineer, Albert Boschke, Esq.,
and also a map, representing the lines.and the positions of the
monuments referred to in the Bill.

It is proper to add that Henry Mitchell, Esq., the resident
member of the advisory council was present at the meeting of
the board and approved the proposed lines.
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S. E. SEWALL,
J. C. DELANO,
DARWIN E. WARE,

Commissioner.


