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an accident in which such a motor vehicle or trailer was in-

volved, proof that the owner or operator of such a motor
vehicle or trailer, while operating the same during such addi-

tional time, fails to have on his person or in the vehicle in

an easily accessible place a policy providing such insurance

or a certificate of an insurance company stating that such
a policy has been issued, shall be prima facie evidence that

insurance was not being maintained as required by this

section, and in any such action to recover damages proof of

such failure at the time of the accident shall create a pre-

sumption, which may be rebutted, that such insurance was
not then being maintained as so required.

The registrar may suspend or revoke the right of any non-
resident operator to operate in this commonwealth, and may
suspend or revoke the right of any non-resident owner to

operate or have operated in this commonwealth any motor
vehicle or trailer for the same causes and under the same
conditions that he can take such action regarding resident

owners, operators, motor vehicles and trailers owned in this

commonwealth. Every such vehicle so operated shall have
displayed upon it number plates, substantially as provided
in section six, bearing the distinguishing number or mark
of the state or country in which such vehicle is registered,

and none other except as authorized by this chapter.

Approved June SO, 1939.

Chap.S26 An Act providing for the reporting of congenital
DEFORMITIES AND OTHER CRIPPLING CONDITIONS IN IN-

FANTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G-jL.^Ter SECTION 1. Section three of chapter forty-six of the Gen-
ameAded. ' cral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is

hereby amended by adding at the end the following new
paragraph :

—
^n^°ni"1

°^ Within sixty days after the date of the birth of any child

deformities, bom in the commonwealth with visible congenital deformi-

fnfa'nts. ^^^s. Or any condition apparently acquired at birth which
may lead to crippling, the physician in attendance upon
said birth shall prepare upon a form provided by the state

department of public health and file with the clerk of the

town where such birth occurred a report setting forth such
visible congenital deformity, or any condition apparently

acquired at birth which may lead to crippling. Said clerk

shall transmit forthwith to said department such supple-

mentary report of such birth. The contents of such report

shall be solely for the use of said department in connection

with its functions relative to crippled children, and such
report shall not be open to public inspection or constitute a
public record.

G. L. (Ter. Section 2. Sectiou tweuty-six of said chapter forty-six,

amend^.*^^' as SO appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the
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word "cents", in the eleventh line, the following new sen-

tence : — For each report of a congenital deformity or other Fees.

crippHng condition transmitted under the last paragraph of

section three, a city or town clerk shall receive from the

state department of public health a fee of fifty cents, twenty-
five cents of which shall be paid by said clerk to the physi-

cian making such report. Approved June SO, 1939.

An Act relative to the retirement of members of the CJidy 327
FIRE department OF THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD. '

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and ninety-six of the

acts of nineteen hundred and ten is hereby amended by
striking out section one, as amended by section one of chap-
ter one hundred and fifty-three of the acts of nineteen
hundred and thirty-eight, and inserting in place thereof the
following: — Section 1. The chief of the fire department of

the city of New Bedford, with the approval of the mayor,
may retire from active service and place upon a pension roll

any permanent member of the fire department of said city,

who, by injuries sustained through no fault of his own and
in the actual performance of his duty, has become perma-
nently disabled, mentally or physically, from useful service

in the department, and may retire from active service and
place upon a pension roll any permanent member of said

department who has performed faithful service therein for

a period of not less than twenty consecutive years or who
has reached the age of sixty years, if, in the judgment of said

chief, such member is disabled for further useful service in

the department; provided, that no member of said depart-
ment shall be retired for permanent total disability except
upon the certificate of the city physician, which certificate

shall be filed with the records of said department. Every
person retired under authority of this act shall annually re-

ceive as a pension a sum equal to one half of the highest
salary or other compensation received since May first, nine-

teen hundred and thirty-one, by members of said depart-
ment holding positions in the grade occupied by him at the
time of his retirement; the said amount to be paid by said

city, which shall provide money therefor.

Section 2. Nothing in this act shall authorize any action
contrary to section ten of chapter two hundred and eighty-
five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, as

amended by section ten of chapter one hundred and two of

the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven.

Section 3. This act shall apply to the retirement allow-
ances of firemen of said city retired since January first, nine-

teen hundred and thirty-one and prior to the effective date
of this act as well as to those retired after said effective date.

Approved June SO, 1939,


