
No. 224.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was com-
mitted the Order relating to Essex Bridge, report the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order,

E. ROBINSON.

In Senate, May 10, 1867.
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AN ACT
Concerning Toll Bridges in Essex County.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex are hereby authorized and empowered to
3 lay out as and for highways the several bridges across
4 Merrimack River, known as Andover Bridge and
5 Lawrence Bridge, in Lawrence; Haverhill Bridge,
6 between Haverhill and Bradford; Rock’s Bridge,
7 between West Newbury and Haverhill; Essex Merri-
-8 mack Bridge, between Amesbury and Newburyport;
9 Newburyport Bridge, between Salisbury and New-

-10 buryport and across Bass River; Essex Bridge,
11 between Salem and Beverly, or any of them, as high-
-12 ways, in the manner now provided by law for lading
13 out highways ; provided, however , that said county

14 commissioners shall not lay out said Lawrence Bridge
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15 as a highway, without first purchasing, or offering to
16 purchase, said Andover Bridge, according to the pro-
-17 visions of chapter two hundred and sixty-five of the
18 acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-four.

1 Sect. 2. All damages which shall be sustained by
2 the proprietors of any of said bridges by such laying
3 out, shall be awarded and paid in the same manner as
4 is now provided by law for the assessment and pay-
-5 ment of damages occasioned by the laying out of
6 highways.

1 Sect. 3. The said county commissioners may, out
2 of the moneys of said county, pay such proportion of
3 the expense of said laying out of said several bridges,
4 or any of them, as in their judgment may be just and
5 equitable.

1 Sect. 4. Upon the laying ont of any of said
2 bridges as highways as aforesaid, the said county
3 commissioners shall determine and fix the relative
4 proportions of expense for maintaining, keeping in
5 repair and supporting any of said bridges, and for
6 raising the draws in said bridges, if any, to be borne
7 by said county, and any of the cities and towns lying
8 near to, or contiguous to said bridges, or any of them,
9 as, in their judgment, may be just and equitable,

10 which said proportion of expense so determined upon
11 by said county commissioners, shall become obligatory
12 upon said county and upon said cities and towns as
13 aforesaid, to pay in the manner and at the times pre-
-14 scribed by said county commissioners.
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1 Sect. 5. The said county commissioners shall at
2 all times hereafter determine upon what terms and
3 under what conditions horse railroads may pass on,
4 over and across any of said bridges.

Sect. 6. The several cities and towns in said
county, or any of them, may contribute to said county
towards the payment of damages that may be awarded
to the proprietors of said bridges, such proportion of
said damages or such sums as they may see tit, and
may make agreements with the said county commis-
sioners as to the amount or proportion, and as to the
manner of payment thereof; and they may make
such agreements either before or after such damages
are awarded.
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Sect. 7. Upon evidence satisfactory to the gov-
ernor and council that any one of said bridges now
or hereafter belonging to the Commonwealth has been
laid out as a highway according to the provisions of
this act, the governor shall by his proclamation
declare said bridge free; and thereupon all the prop-
erty of the Commonwealth in said bridge and in the
appurtenances thereto, shall vest in said county and
in said cities and towns contributing to the payment
of damages in the laying out of such bridge as a

highway ; and all funds in the treasury of the Com-
monwealth on account of such bridge, shall be paid
over to said county commissioners, and by them
divided between said county and said cities and towns
in proportion as said county and said cities and towns
have paid and contributed towards the expense of
laying out said bridge as a highway as aforesaid.
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