
SENATE No. 243.

AN ACT
To unite the Cities of Boston and Roxbury.

[As amended and passed to be engrossed.]

1 Sect. 1. All that territory now comprised within
2 the limits of the city of Roxbury, in the county of
3 Norfolk, with the inhabitants and estates therein, is
4 hereby annexed to and made part of the city of
5 Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and shall hereafter
6 constitute a part of the county of Suffolk, subject to
7 the same municipal regulations, obligations and

Commomomltl) of iHassacljusctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows ;—
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8 liabilities, and entitled to the same immunities in all
9 respects, as the said city of Boston: 'provided, how-

10 ever, that until constitutionally and legally changed,
11 said territory shall continue to he, for the purpose of
12 electing members of the house of representatives,
13 part of the county of Norfolk, constituting the third
11 and fourth representative districts thereof; for the
15 purpose of electing a senator, part of the hist Nor-
-16 folk senatorial district; for the purpose of electing a
17 councillor, part of council district number three, and
IS for the purpose of electing a representative in con-
-19 gress, part of congressional district number three, as
20 the same are now constituted.
21 All the duties now required by law to be per-
-22 formed by the mayor and aldermen and city clerk, of
23 the city of Roxbury, or either of them, pertaining to
21 the election of representatives in congress, state
25 councillors, senators, and members of the house of
26 representatives, shall in like manner devolve upon,
27 and be performed by the board of aldermen and city
28 clerk of the city of Boston.
29 It shall be the duty of the ward officers of the sev-
-30 eral wards, that shall be erected out of said territory
31 as hereinafter provided, to make return of all votes
32 that may be cast therein, from time to time, forrepre-
-33 sentatives in congress, state councillors, senators,
31 members of the house of representatives, and for all
5 other national, state, district, county, municipal and
6 ward officers, to the city clerk of the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 2. All the public property of the said city
2 of Roxbury shall be vested in and is hereby declared
3 to be the property of the city of Boston; and said
4 city of Boston shall succeed to all the rights, claims,
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5 causes ofaction, rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses,
6 trusts, duties, privileges and immunities of said city of
7 Roxbury. The city treasurer of the city of Roxbury
8 shall, on or before the second Monday of January, in
9 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, under the

10 direction of the mayor and aldermen of said city of
11 Roxbury, who shall, for this purpose, and for all
12 other purposes necessary to carry into full effect the
13 provisions of this act, continue to hold their offices
14 over, transfer, deliver, pay over and account for to the
15 city treasurer of the city of Boston, all books, papers,
16 moneys and other property in his possession as city
17 treasurer of said city of Roxbury, when this act shall
18 take effect; and the city of Boston shall become
19 liable for and subject to all the debts, obligations,
20 duties, responsibilities and liabilities of said city of
21 Roxbury. All actions and causes of action which
22 may be pending, or which shall have accrued at the
23 time this act shall take effect, in behalf of or against
24 the city of Roxbury, shall survive and may be prose-
-25 cuted to final judgment and execution, in behalf of
26 or against the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 3. The several courts within the county of
2 Suffolk, after this act shall take effect, shall have the
8 same jurisdiction over all causes of action and pro-
-4 ceedings in civil causes, and over all matters in pro-
-5 bate and insolvency, which shall have accrued within
6 said territory hereby annexed, that said courts now
7 have over like actions, proceedings and matters within
8 the county of Suffolk: provided, however , that the
9 several courts within the county of Norfolk shall

10 have and retain jurisdiction of all actions, proceedings
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11 and matters, that shall have been rightfully com-
-12 menced in said courts prior to the time when this act
13 shall take effect; and the supreme judicial court and
14 the superior court within the county of Suffolk, after
15 this act shall take effect, shall have the same jurisdic-
-16 tion of all crimes, offences and misdemeanors, that
17 shall have been committed within the said territory,
18 that the supreme judicial court and superior court
19 within the county of Norfolk now have jurisdiction
20 of: provided , proceedings shall not have been already
21 commenced in any of the courts within the county of
22 Norfolk, for the prosecution of said crimes, offences
23 and misdemeanors, in which case the said courts
24 within the county of Norfolk shall have and retain
25 jurisdiction of the same for the full, complete and
26 final disposition thereof. All suits, actions, proceed-
-27 ings, complaints and prosecutions; and all matters of
28 probate and insolvency which shall be pending within
29 said territory, before any court or justice of the peace
30 when this act shall take effect, shall he heard and
31 determined as though this act had not passed.

1 Sect. 4. Said territory shall continue a judicial
2 district under the jurisdiction of the police court of
3 the city of Roxbury, which shall continue to exist,
4 and shall hereafter be designated and known by the
5 name of the municipal court for the southern district
6 of the c ity of Boston. Said court shall have the same
7 civil and criminal jurisdiction in said district and the
8 same civil jurisdiction in the county of Suffolk as the
9 police courts, other than that of the city of Boston,

10 have by law in their respective districts and counties.
11 Appeals shall be allotved from all judgments of said
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12 police court, in like manner and to the same courts
13 that appeals are now allowed from the judgments of
14 the municipal court of the city of Boston. All acts
15 and duties (if any,) now incumbent upon the city
16 council of the city of Eoxbury, or either branch
17 thereof, relating to the said police court of the city of
18 Eoxbury, shall hereafter devolve upon and be per-
-19 formed by the city council of the city of Boston. All
20 fines and forfeitures, and all costs in criminal prose-
-21 cutions in said police court, and all fees and charges
22 received in said court in civil proceedings, shall be
23 accounted for and paid over, in the same manner as
24 is now provided for the municipal court within the
25 city of Boston.

1 Sect. 5. The city council of the city of Boston
2 shall, as soon as may be after the fifth day of Novem-
-3 her, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven,
4 divide the said territory into three wards, one of
5 which shall comprise the same territory now com-
-6 prised in said fourth representative district, and the
7 other two shall he so constituted as to contain as
8 nearly as practicable an equal number of legal voters,
9 and the wards thus established shall so remain until

10 the alteration of the ward limits of said city of Boston,
11 provided by law. And the clerks of the said wards
12 shall for the purposes mentioned in section eleven of
13 the eighth chapter of the General Statutes of this
14 Commonwealth assemble at such places as are or shall
15 be required by law. And the board of aldermen are
16 hereby authorized to designate such places, whenever
17 such designation shall by law become necessary or
18 proper, and said board shall succeed to all the powers
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19 and duties in reference to the same which are now
20 vested in the county commissioners of the county of
21 Norfolk. And each of the wards so established shall
22 be entitled to all the municipal and ward officers which
23 each of the other wards of said city of Boston is
24 entitled to. And the board of aldermen of said city
25 of Boston shall, in due season, issue their warrants
26 for meetings of the legal voters of said wards respec-
-27 tively, to be held on the second Monday of Decem-
-28 ber, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, at
29 some place within said wards respectively, which
30 shall be designated in said warrants, there first to
31 choose a warden, clerk, and five inspectors of elec-
32 tions for each of said wards, who shall hold their
33 offices until the first'Monday of January, in the year66

34 eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and until others
35 shall be chosen and qualified in their stead; second,
36 to give in their ballots for the several municipal and
3 7 ward officers for the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
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52 meetings, any legal voter of said wards respectively
53 may call tire citizens to order, and preside until a
5d warden shall have been chosen and qualified.
55 All ward officers whose election is provided for in
56 this section shall be qualified according to law. The
57 citizens of the territory by this act annexed to the
58 city of Boston, shall have the same right to vote for
59 municipal officers, at the annual municipal election
60 of the city of Boston, in the year eighteen hundred
62 and sixty-seven, as they would have had if said terri-
62 tory had formed part of the city of Boston for more
63 than six months next before said election.

1 Sect. 6. All provisions of law requiring an elec-
2 tion of municipal and ward officers for said city of
3 Boxbury on the second Monday of December, in the
4 year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, for the muni

5 cipal year then next ensuing, are hereby repealed,

1 Sect. 7. After the present municipal year, the
2 board of aldermen of the city of Boston shall consist
3 of twelve members, and the common council of the

of sixty members. The4 city of Boston shall cons
5 number of wards of sab city, including the wards to

rry hereby annexed, shall6 be formed out of the te
7 be

1 Sect. 8. The several police officers and watchmen
2 that may be in office in the city of Boxbury when
3 this act shall take effect shall thereafter continue in
4 the discharge of their respective duties, in the same

5 manner as if they were police officers and watchmen
G of the city of Boston, until others shall be appointed
7 in their stead.
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2 bury now has in the public property of the county of
3 Norfolk, is hereby released and acquitted to said
4 county of Norfolk. Such proportion of the debts
5 and obligations of the county of Norfolk, existing
6 when this act shall take full effect, over and above
7 the value of all the property belonging to said county
8 as should proportionally and equitably be paid by the
9 inhabitants and property owners of the territory by

10 this act annexed to the city of Boston, shall he paid
11 by said city of Boston to said county of Norfolk, and
12 the supreme judicial court shall have jurisdiction in
13 equity to determine the amount of such proportion
14 (if any,) and enforce the payment of the same upon a

15 suit in equity, in the name of said county, to be
16 brought therefor within six months after this act shall
17 go into full operation, by the county commissioners
18 of said county of Norfolk, if they shall deem such suit
19 for the interest of said county; but no such suit shall
20 be instituted after said six months.
21 Nothing contained in this act shall impair the
22 obligation of contracts ; and the property and inhab
23 itants of the territory by this act annexed to the city
24 of Boston shall continue liable to the existing credi
25 tors of the county of Norfolk, in like manner as if
26 this act had not been passed : provided, that if any
27 person, by reason of his being an inhabitant of, or

28 owning property in, said territory, shall be compelled
29 to pay any part of an existing debt or obligation of
30 the county of Norfolk, the amount of such payment
31 shall constitute a debt to him from said county as

32 hereafter to he constituted, exclusive of said territory,

1 Sect. 9. All the interest which the city of Eox-
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33 and may be recovered in like manner as other debts
34 against the county of Norfolk.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect on the fifth
2 day of November, in the year eighteen hundred and
3*sixty-seven, so far as to authorize, legalize and carry
4 into effect the acts and provisions of the fifth, sixth
5 and seventh sections of this act; but for all other
6 purposes it shall take effect on the first Monday of
7 January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
-8 eight.
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