
No. 245.

[Mr. Pkatt, of Norfolk, asks leave to introduce the following Bill.]

AN ACT
To Equalize the Bounties of the Soldiers of the Com-

monwealth.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. There shall be paid the sum of nine dol-
-2 lars per month for each and every month of service,
3 to each and every non-commissioned officer, private
4 soldier, sailor or marine, who faithfully served as such
5 in the army, navy or marine corps of the United
6 States during the war of the rebellion, and who has
7 been honorably discharged from said service. And

(Commomucaltl) of ittaosacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty
Seven.
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8 in case of any such non-commissioned officer, private
soldier, sailor or marine, discharged from the service9

10 on account of wounds received in battle, or in the line
11 of his duty, or from disability, and by reason of either
12 of which he is now in receipt of a pension from the
13 United States, the same allowance of bounty shall be
14 computed and paid up to the end of the term of ser-
15 vice for which his enlistment was made; and in case
16 of the death of any such non-commissioned officer,
17 private soldier, sailor or marine, while in the service,
18 or before the end of his term of enlistment, if dis-
19 charged on account of wounds or disability, as before

20 provided, the allowances shall be computed and paid
21 for the full term of his enlistment to his widow, or if
22 there be no widow, then to the minor children of the
23 deceased, and if no children, then to the lawful heirs.

Sect. 2. That in computing and ascertaining the
bounty to be paid to any non-commissioned officer,
private soldier, sailor, or marine, or to his proper rep-
resentative under this act, there shall be deducted
any and all bounties already paid or payable under
any existing law of this Commonwealth, so that in
no case shall the aggregate amount of bounty allowed
and paid exceed the sum of three hundred and
twenty-five dollars to any one person, for his term of
service during the war; and in case of any sailor or
marine to whom prize money has been paid, or is
payable, the amount of such prize money shall be
deducted, and only such amount of bounty as shall,
together with such prize money, and any other bounty
paid, or payable by this Commonwealth, amount in
the aggregate to the sum of three hundred and
twenty-five dollars.
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1 Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, that whenever
2 application shall be made through an attorney, the
3 claimant shall furnish his post-office address, and the
4 amount of commission or fees which the attorney is
5 to receive for his services on the settlement of the
6 claim, which in no case shall exceed the sum of five
7 dollars. The treasurer, upon ascertaining the amount
8 due, shall cause to be transmitted to such claimant
9 the full amount thereof, less the fees to be paid to the

10 attorney, which fees shall be paid in person, or trans-
it mitted to such address as the attorney may direct.

1 Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, that any
2 attorney who shall receive from any claimant a sum
3 greater than five dollars for the prosecution of any
4 claim under the provisions of this act, upon conviction
5 thereof, shall pay a fine not to exceed the sum of one
6 thousand dollars, or imprisonment for a term not less
7 than one .year, or both, as the court or jury may
8 adjudge.

1 Sect. 5. And be it further enacted, that in case
2 the payments shall be made in the form of a check,
3 order, or draft upon any bank or otherwise, it shall
4 be necessary for the claimant to establish by the affi-
-5 davits of two creditable witnesses, that he is the
6 identical person named therein. But in no case
7 shall such checks, orders or drafts be made nego-
-8 tiable until after such identification.

1 Sect. 6. And be it further enacted, that any non-
-2 commissioned officer, private soldier, sailor or marine,
8 who has bartered, sold, assigned, transferred, loaned,
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4 exchanged, pledged or given away his final discharge
5 papers, shall not be entitled to receive any pay under
6 the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, that no bounty
2 under the provisions of this act, shall be paid to any
3 non-commissioned officer, private soldier, soldier or
4 marine, who was a prisoner of war at the time of his
5 enlistment, or who having deserted the service, did
6 not return to duty under the president’s proclamation,
7 or who has been discharged before the expiration of
8 his term of service, at his own request, unless such
9 discharge was obtained with a view to re-enlistment,

10 or to accept promotion in the military service of the
11 United States, or to be transferred from one branch
12 of the service to another, and who did actually re-en-
-13 list, or accept promotion or was transferred. And no
14 bounty shall be paid to any one who was discharged
15 on the application of parents, guardians or other per-
-16 sons on account of minority, or other reasons, except
17 those as before provided ; and also that no bounty
18 shall be paid to home guards or troops called out for
19 local service, unless actually mustered into the United
20 States service, and further that substitutes shall receive
21 no bounty whatever, under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 8. And be it further enacted that if any
2 person entitled to bounty under the provisions of this
3 act, has died while a prisoner in the hands of the
4 enemy, or since obtaining an honorable discharge, his
5 widow, or if there be no widow, then the minor chil-
-6 dren of the deceased, and if no children, then the law-
-7 ful heirs shall receive the bounty due under the
8 provisions of this act-
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1 Sect. 9. And be it further enacted, that if any
2 non-commissioned officer, private soldier, sailor or
3 marine received a commission and was mustered in
4 as an officer of the United States, he shall only
5 receive the bounty of nine dollars per month from
6 the date of his enlistment until his muster in as a
7 commissioned officer of the United States, deducting
8 bounties as provided for in section second of this act.

1 Sect. 10. And be it further enacted, that it shall
2 be the duty of the adjutant-general, under such rules
3 and regulations as may be prescribed or approved by
4 the governor and council, to receive the evidence of
5 claims under the provisions of this act, and to
6 examine and decide upon the same. He shall also
7 prescribe and prepare such blank forms of affidavits,
8 certificates and other papers, as may be deemed neces-
-9 sary and proper to prevent frauds in the administra-

-10 tion of this act, and shall require the applicants to
11 make use of such forms and to conform to all reason-
-12 able rules and regulations in presenting their claims,
13 to the end that no frauds shall be committed. And
14 when, upon examination of the required evidence and
15 vouchers, any one shall be found to be entitled to
16 receive the payment provided for in this act, he shall
17 receive a certificate to that effect from the adjutant-
-18 general, in such form as may be prescribed by him,
19 with the approval of the governor and council, which
20 certificate, on being presented to the treasurer of the
21 Commonwealth, shall be paid to the person himself,
22 or as is provided in section three of this act.

1 Sect. 11. And be it further enacted, that the
2 treasurer of the Commonwealth, under the direction
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3 of the governor and council, and with their consent,
4 may borrow from individuals or institutions such
5 sums of money, from time to time, as may be neces-
-6 sary to carry out the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 12. And be it further enacted, that no
2 adjustment or payment of any claim of any non-com-
-3 missioned officer, private soldier, sailor or marine, or
4 of his proper representatives, under the provisions of
5 this act, shall be made unless the application there-
-6 for shall be filed within two years from the passage
7 of this act.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


