
SENATE.... No. 375.

The Committee on Fisheries, to whom was committed the
Report of the Commissioners of Fisheries, have duly consid-
ered said Report, and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee

F. W. CHOATE, Chairman

ilommoimicaltl) of JHnssndmsttts.

In Senate, May 29, 1867.
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[May,FISHERIES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty
Seven.

AN ACT
To regulate Fisheries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The commissioners of fisheries appointed
2 under chapter two hundred and thirty-eight of the
3 acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-six, in addition to
•1 their powers and duties under said act, are hereby
5 authorized to examine all the dams upon rivers in
6 this Commonwealth over and around which the pro-
-7 prietors are now required by law to keep and main-
-8 tain fish-ways, and said commissioners shall determine
9 whether said fish-ways are suitable and sufficient for

10 the passage of such fish as are found in said rivers ;

11 and if, after inspection, the said commissioners shall
12 find said fish-ways are unsuitable or insufficient for the
13 passage of fish, or are out of repair, or are not kept
14 open at suitable times, the said commissioners shall
15 give notice to the proprietors of said dams of any
16 defect in their fish-ways, or that the fish-ways are not
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17 kept open at proper time. And the commissioners
18 of fisheries shall further, in writing, prescribe the
19 times for keeping open and unobstructed said fish-
-20 ways, and what repairs may be necessary, and what
21 changes, if any, should be made for improving said
22 fish-ways.

1 Sect. 2. Any person or corporation who shall
2 neglect or refuse to keep open or maintain any fish-
-3 way at the times prescribed by the commissioners
4 under this act, shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars
5 for each day’s neglect or refusal so to keep open or
6 maintain said fish-way, to be recovered by indict-
-7 ment in the county where said dam, or any part
8 thereof, is situated, one-half to the use of the com-
-9 plainant and the other half to the use of the Com-

10 monwealth.

1 Sect. 3. There shall be appropriated and paid
2 from the treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of
3 not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, to defray the
4 expenses of the commissioners in, first, constructing
5 fish-ways in, over or around the dam at Holyoke and
6 at Turner’s Falls, on Connecticut River, or over any
7 dams on the tributaries of said rivers, unless the
8 proprietors of said dams shall construct said fish-ways
9 at their own expense; second, in restocking the

10 rivers of Massachusetts with shad, salmon and ale-
-11 wives; third, in restocking the ponds in this Com-
-12 monwealth, for the purpose of propagating black bass
13 and other fish.




