
SENATE.... No. 279.

In Senate,.

•

Tlie Committee on the Library, to whom was referred an Order
to inquire into “ the expediency of directing the Secretary of
the Commonwealth to obtain from the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society any books, papers or documents now in their
possession, the property of the Commonwealth,” having care-
fully considered the same, respectfully submit the following

The following facts appeared in evidence before the Commit-
tee. The documents probably referred to by the Order are
certain volumes known as the “ Hutchinson Papers.” These
papers, when Governor Hutchinson’s property was sold at auc-
tion, having been confiscated, were secreted in a bed and sold.
After their discovery and the fact was made known, they weis
repurchased by the State at a cost of fifty poundsT They were
placed with the other records in the department of the secretary
of the Commonwealth, and remained there until 1820, when
Mr. Bradford, then secretary, and also a member of the Histor-
ical Society, carried the papers which makes the first three
volumes, and gave them to the society. In January, of 1846,
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Mr. Palfrey, then secretary, and likewise a member of the soci-
ety, having his attention called to the fact, wrote a letter to the
officers of the society, desiring their return. Receiving no
answer, he wrote again, in January, 1847, and also in July of
the same year. No notice whatever was taken of these letters,
and so the matter rested until 1858. In the secretary’s report
of 1848, reference is made to these letters, copies of which are
subjoined to this Report. (See House Doc. No. 2of 1848.)

In 1858, the legislature by a Resolve directed the secretary of
the Commonwealth to prepare and cause to be printed the New
Plymouth Records. (See chap. 41 of Resolves of 1858.) Mr.
David Pulsifer was appointed, and in prosecution of that work
desired to examine these papers. He went to the library of the
Historical Society and requested permission to use them for
that purpose; but his request was refused in pursuance of a
rule of that society. He was therefore subjected to the disad-
vantage of making his record without the aid$ of valuable infor-
mation contained in those papers. Last February, Mr. Dawson
of New York desired to print the sermon of Rev. John Wheel-
wright, contained in the “ Hutchinson Papers,”—a sermon of
considerable historical value and importance—but for a long
time was unable to obtain a copy.

These papers, relating to the early history of the colony,
extending over a period of thirty years, and transferred by mis-
take from the custody of the State to that of a society having
no right to them, the Committee unanimously believe ought of
right to be returned. This the Historical Society are not only
unwilling to do, but even refuse an officer of the Common-
wealth, whose property they are, when appointed to complete
its early records, access to their information. The later manu-
scripts are still in the custody of the State, and these are
needed to render our archives complete.

.Besides, the “ State House ” being fire-proof, while the build-
ing used by the society is not, is a far safer repository for such
valuable documents, valuable alike as a part of the State’s his-
tory and as containing information which ought of right to be
accessible to any person desirous of examining their contents.
In the custody of the Historical Society, they are closed to
those who may desire their perusal when in the possession of
the State, thev would be within the reach of all.
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Believing that they are clearly the property of the Common-
wealth, the Committee think they should be returned.

The society was notified of the meeting of the Committee, but
did not see fit to appear.

They therefore, report the following Resolve.

Per order,

CHAS. J. NOYES, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Resolved, That the governor be directed and enjoined to
take sucli steps as to him seem necessary and proper to procure
the immediate restitution of the books, manuscripts and other
documents now in the possession of the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society belonging to the Commonwealth.

of ittassacijuoetts.

RESOLVE

Concerning the “ Hutchinson Papers.”
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Secretary’s Office, Boston, \

To the President and Fellows of the Massachusetts Historical
Society

Gentlemen :—ln the course of some recent proceedings for
the completion and arrangement of the ancient papers in this
office, my attention has been drawn to three volumes called the
“ Hutchinson Papers,” now in the library of the Historical
Society. I suppose these papers to have come into our library
by mistake, and to be the property of the Commonwealth.

They are referred to in the record of the meeting of the His-
torical Society on the 27th day of January, 1820, as having been
“ presented to the society by the permission of the governor and
council.” I have had a careful examination made of the coun-
cil records of the period, and do not find any proceedings of the
governor and council to this effect. Nor would it have been
within the constitutional competency of the executive depart-
ment of the government. Such a disposition of the papers
could only have been made by an Act or Resolve of the legisla-
ture, and no law so disposing of them appears to have been
passed.

I have very respectfully to request that an examination may
be made into these facts, in order that, if they, and my opinion
founded upon them, be confirmed, the society may take meas-
ures for restoring the volumes in question to the custody of this
office.

I have the honor to be, <fec.,

JOHN G. PALFREY.

January 1, 1846. $

(Hommcmuimltl) of ittassadjusetts.
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Secretary’s Office, Boston, )

January 19tb, 1847. \

To the President and Fellows of the Massachusetts Hislorica
Society.

Gentlemen :—ln the month of January last I made a com-
munication to your society, representing that in the course of
some proceedings for the completion and arrangement of the
ancient papers in this office, my attention had been drawn to
three volumes called the “ Hutchinson Papers,” now in the
library of the Historical Society, and that I supposed these
papers to have come into our library by mistake, and to be the
property of the Commonwealth.

I added that they were referred to in the record of the meet-
ing of the Historical Society on the 27th day of January, 1820,
as having been “ presented to the society by the permission of
the governor and council,” and that I had had a careful exam-
ination made of the council records of the period, and did not
find any proceeding of the governor and council to this effect.
And I suggested that it would not have been within the compe-
tency of the executive department of the government, the
papers being subject to such a disposal only by an Act or
Resolve of the legislature, and no law so disposing of them
appearing to have been passed.

I accordingly requested that an examination might be made
into the facts, in order that if they, and my opinion founded
upon them, should be confirmed, the society might take meas-
ures for restoring the volumes in question to the custody of
this office.

Not having received any reply to this application, I ask per-
mission respectfully to repeat the request, that it may receive
the attention of the society.

I have, Ac.,

JOHN G. PALFREY.
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Secretary’s Office, Boston, \

July 27, 1847. J
To the President and Felloivs of the Historical Society

Gentlemen:—On the nineteenth day of January last, I made
a representation to the Historical Society respecting certain
manuscript volumes entitled the Hutchinson Papers, supposed
by me to belong to the archives of the Commonwealth, and to
have been placed in the library of our society by mistake.
May I respectfully ask to be informed of the decision or action
had by the society on this subject.

I have the honor to bo, gentlemen, with great respect,

Your obedient servant,

%

Extract from the Annual Report of Hon. John G. Palfrey ,

Secretary
, January slh,

1848.

[House Document*, No. 2, 1848, page 9.]

Entertaining the opinion that certain writings, called the
a Hutchinson Papers,” formerly in this office, were transferred
to that collection through a mistake, I have made applications
to the society to have the subject considered, in order that if
my impression should prove to be well founded, the papers
might be restored to the custody of the Commonwealth. I
have received no reply to the applications, noi has anything
come to ray knowledge to change my opinion on the subject.
My views, and the manner of presenting them, are on record in

the letter-book of this office, under the dates of January Ist,
1846, and January 19th and 27th, 1847.

JOHN G. PALFREY
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