
SENATE.... No. 5.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court
assembled.

Respectfully represent the Committee appointed under chap-
ter 93 of the Resolves of 1867, “in relatin to the Common-
wealth Flats near South Boston

The Resolves under which the committee were appointed,
authorize them to contract for the filling of said flats. In
pursuance of the authority thus given, the Committee adver-
tized for proposals for the purchase or for the filling of said
flats, and have received proposals on different bases, and are
about to decide which of said proposals it will be, in their
judgment, for the interest of the Commonwealth fo accept, and
to make a contract subject to the approval of the governor and
council.

Chapter 354 of the Acts of 1867, authorized the appointment
of an engineer by the governor, with authority under the
advice of the harbor commissioners, and with the approval of
the governor and council, to construct a continuous sea-wall
on the exterior line as prescribed by the legislature of 1867,
and appropriated $200,000 for that purpose. In pursuance of
this authority, the engineer, George R. Baldwin, Esq., sub-
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raitted to the governor and council specifications for a contract
for said wall, with estimates of cost, and proposals have been
received for constructing said wall, at prices very largely
exceeding the amount of the appropriation.

The undersigned are entirely confident that in making a
contract for the filling of the flats, they can include the con-
struction of the wall, upon terms in the highest degree advan-
tageous to the Commonw.ealth ; that is, by paying for the same
in flats filled, or from the proceeds of the sale of flats filled by
the contractors, without taking any money from the treasury
of the State.

The Committee also represent that in the progress of the
work it may be found advisable to change the plan of the
outer wall; and if authority be given to them to make such
change, they are of the opinion that the contract for filling
may be made with conditions which will admit of such mod-
ification, and at the same time equally protect the harbor of
Boston, and largely increase the net financial results to the
State.

The Committee, therefore, respectfully pray that authority
may be given to them to contract for the construction of said
wall, with such modifications in the plan as the requirements
of the enterprise may suggest, and as the safety of the har-
bor and the interests of the Commonwealth may allow and
require.

For the Committee.

J. N. MARSHALL, Chairman.


