
SENATE No. 111.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the petition
of A. P. Blake and others for a new town from portions of
Dorchester, Dedham and Milton, to be called Hyde Park, have
given the petitioners, and all persons opposed to the petition, a
patient hearing, and, in addition, spent one day in viewing the
premises. And the Committee report, with entire unanimity,
that an exigency exists for a new town. In fact, this was not
denied by any of the remonstrants. The hearing was con-
sequently almost exclusively directed to the question of
boundaries.

The town of Dorchester made no opposition as a town to the
taking of the amount proposed from that municipality, and
there was but very slight opposition from any of its citizens.

The town of Dedham appeared by able counsel, and opposed
the taking of any part of its

_
territory for a new town, except

that part known as the Howe farm, which formerly belonged to
Dorchester, and was annexed to Dedham by the legislature in
view of better facilities for attending school in the latter place.
But the Committee, after fully investigating the matter, came
to the unanimous conclusion that more territory must be taken
from the town of Dedham than what the inhabitants felt will-
ing to yield, though not the amount asked for by the petition-
ers. And they believe that the conclusion reached by the Com-
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mittee does not greatly surprise the Dedham remonstrants.
The line adopted by the Committee is the one suggested by the
counsel for Dedham, if, in the opinion of the Committee, any
territory in addition to the Howe farm was needed from
Dedham towards making up the new town.

The real contest in the case arose between the petitioners
and that part of Milton known as Brush Hill. There was no
contest over the opposite side of this hill known by the name
Fairmount; this part of Milton was freely conceded to the new
town. But the strongest and most persistent opposition arose
to the taking of Brush Hill, and your Committee, were dis-
posed, in fixing the line between Milton and the new town, to
favor the remonstrants living on the southerly slope of this
hill as much as possible, consistent, in the view of the Com-
mittee, with the interests of the new town.

The area of the new town, as reported, is only 2,800 acres.
The line between the new town and Milton which the Milton
remonstrants are willing to grant, would, if adopted, reduce
the contemplated town some 300 acres. The line asked for
by the petitioners extends southerly of a road on Brush Hill,
and includes the families living on the same. But the people
(a majority of them,) desire to remain in the old town with
their old associations. The new town needs this road as an
outlet to which they can extend their village streets. The
plan adopted by the Committee gives neither party exactly
what they desire, but, in effect, really meets the wants of both.
The line established by the Committee runs parallel to, and
fifty feet in rear of, the dwellings on Brush Hill Road. By this
arrangement the people are left in Milton, except sis families,
two of whom desire to unite with the new town.

And the Committee, in their bill for a new town, have
authorized the selectmen of Hyde Park, when it shall have
become a town, to extend the village avenues to the Brush Hill
Road and through the lands of the remonstrants, in the man-
ner and upon the conditions specified in the bill. The Com-
mittee are aware that neither party is fully satisfied with the
line as established,—that one party still thinks the line should
be southerly of Brush Hill Road, and the other that it should
run along on the highest point of the hill, so that not only the
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dwellings of the Brush Hill people, but their farms also, should
be left in Milton.

Hyde Park some ten years ago was little better than a cow-
pasture. A few enterprising men bought up this comparatively
worthless territory, sold the land in small parcels.for building
purposes, for the erection also of woollen and cotton mills, and
to-day the territory numbers some 3,500 souls.

If Massachusetts, with her small territory, is to retain her
relative importance in the Union, she must do it through her
mechanical and manufacturing interests, and by developing
them to the greatest extent possible. A liberal policy must be
extended to those who, instead of loaning or investing their
capital in other States, expend it at home in building up
villages and towns.

Hyde Park has added $2,500,000 to the taxable property of
the Commonwealth. And the territory and taxable property
proposed to be taken from the other towns to make the new
one, will hardly be missed by them.

Milton, after the formation of the new town, will have a
township of 8,500 acres, and a valuation of 14,067,000 ; Dor-
chester, a township of 5,000 acres, and a valuation of $13,000,-
000 ; Dedham, a township of 19,000 acres, and a valuation of
$4,800,000. The new town of Hyde Park will'have a township
of only 2,800 acres, and a valuation of $2,500,000.

Two railroads run through the town, and from its easy access
to Boston, and its manufacturing facilities, and the enterprise
of its leading citizens, in a few years it will more than double
its present population and wealth.

For the above reasons your Committee report the accompany-
ing Bill.

For the Committee,

H. FULLER, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of Hyde Park.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now within the towns of
2 Dorchester, Dedham and Milton, in the county of
3 Norfolk, comprised within the following limits, that
4 is to say, beginning at the north-easterly corner of
5 Paul’s Bridge, so called, where it crosses the Nepon-
-6 set River from Milton to Dedham, thence running
7 north-westerly following the said river, two hundred
8 and ninety feet (290) ; then running north-easterly in
9 a course parallel with the north-westerly line of the

10 Brush Hill Road, and distant one hundred and
11 seventy-five (175) feet north-westerly therefrom, to
12 Warren Avenue; then following the south-westerly
13 line of Warren Avenue to and across the said Brush
14 Hill Road to the south-easterly line of said road; then
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15 following the south-easterly line of the said Brush Hill
16 Road to a point opposite the stone wall forming the
17 south-westerly line of land of J. M. Robbins; then
18 running north-westerly across said road and then on

19 the line of the said wall twelve hundred and fifty
20 (1,250) feet, in a straight line to a point distant fifty
21 feet westerly from the said Robbins’ bam; then run-
-22 ning north-easterly by a straight line passing from
23 said last mentioned point, through a point distant fifty
24 feet north-westerly from the north-westerly corner of
25 the house of Amos Hollingsworth to Neponset River;
26 then running north-easterly, following the said Ne-
-27 ponset River to a point where the line of the said
28 river intersects a straight line drawn from a point on
29 the westerly line of Brush Hill Road, distant eleven
30 hundred (1,100) feet south-westerly from the junction
31 of Brush Hill Road and Brush Hill Turnpike to a
32 point on the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad, dis-
-33 tant fourteen hundred feet (1,400) north-easterly
34 from the railroad bridge over River Street in Dorches-
-35 ter at the station on said railroad now called River
36 Street Station; then crossing the said Neponset River
37 in continuation of the said line, and continuing north-
-38 westerly in the same course, and in a straight line to
39 the present boundary line between Dorchester and
40 West Roxbury; then running south-westerly on the
41 present boundary line between Dorchester and West
42 Roxbury, to a monument on the present boundary
43 line between Dorchester and Dedham, being the
44 extreme westerly point of the present town of Dor-
-45 Chester; then running south-easterly on the present
46 boundary line between the towns of Dedham and
47 Dorchester one hundred and nine (109) rods, to a
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48 monument on a hill, being one of the monuments
49 between the towns of Dedham and Dorchester; then
50 running southerly in a straight line to a point in the
51 centre of the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad, dis-
-52 tant one hundred and forty-six (146) rods westerly
53 from the point where the centre line of said railroad
54 crosses the centre line of the Boston and Provi-
-55 dence Railroad at Readville, so called ; then running
56 south-easterly in a straight line to a monument
57 on Neponset River, at the corner of the towns of
58 Milton, Canton and Dedham, being the extreme
59 northerly point of the town of Canton ; then running
60 north-easterly on said river to the point of beginning;
61 provided,

that any and all buildings which the line
62 between Milton and Hyde Park passes through, with
63 the land on which they stand, and all stock kept and
64 to be kept therein, shall, for the purposes of taxation,
65 be considered as in the town of Milton,—is hereby
66 incorporated into a town by the name of Hyde Park;
67 and said town of Hyde Park is hereby invested with
68 all the powers, privileges, rights and immunities, and
69 is subject to all the duties and requisitions to which
70 other towns are entitled and subjected by the consti-
-71 tution and laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Hyde
2 Park shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes
3 which have been legally assessed upon them by the
4 towns of Dorchester, Milton and Dedham, respec-

-5 tively, and all taxes heretofore assessed and not col-
-6 lected, shall be collected and paid to the treasurers
7 of the towns of Dorchester, Milton and Dedham,
8 respectively, in the same manner as if this act had
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9 not been passed; and also their proportion of all
10 county and state taxes that may be assessed upon
11 them previously to the taking of the next state valu-
-12 ation; said proportion to be ascertained and deter-
-13 mined by the last valuation in the respective towns.

1 Sect. 3. Said towns of Dorchester, Milton, Ded-
-2 ham and Hyde Park 'shall be respectively liable for
3 the support of all persons who now do or shall here-
-4 after stand in need of relief as paupers, whose settle-
-5 ment was gained by or derived from a settlement
6 gained or derived within their respective limits.

1 Sect. 4. The towns of Dorchester, Milton, Ded-
-2 ham and Hyde Park shall retain and own the cor-
-3 porate property within their respective limits, and
4 the town of Hyde Park shall not be liable for any
5 portion of the debts of the other three towns, nor be
6 entitled to any of their corporate property except
7 that included within its limits.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Hyde Park, for the pur-
-2 pose of electing senators and representatives to the
3 general court and members of the governor’s council,
4 until the next decennial census, or until another
5 apportionment be made, shall remain a part of said
6 towns of Dorchester, Milton and Dedham, respec-
-7 tively, and vote therefor at such places respectively
8 as the said towns of Dorchester, Milton and Dedham
9 shall vote; and the selectmen of Hyde Park shall

10 make a true list of all persons within their town
11 qualified to vote at every such election, and shall
12 post up the same in said town of Hyde Park, and
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13 shall correct the same as required by law, and shall
14 deliver a true list of all such voters as are entitled to
15 vote in said towns of Dorchester, Milton and Ded-
-16 ham, respectively, to the selectmen thereof, seven
17 days at least before such election, to be used thereat.

1 Sect. 6. The selectmen of the town of Hyde
2 Park, subject to the approval of the inhabitants
3 according to law, may extend any public streets,
4 highways or townways, which it may lay out and
5 make within its own limits south-westerly of the
6 land now owned by James M. Bobbins to Brush Hill
7 Eoad in the town of Milton; and all parts of such
8 streets and ways which may be within the town of
9 Milton shall become public ways of Milton, when-

10 ever they shall have been laid out and completed by
11 the town of Hyde Park to the satisfaction of the
12 county commissioners of the county of Norfolk.

1 Sect. 7. Any justice of the peace within and
2 for the county of Norfolk may issue his warrant,
3 directed to any principal inhabitant of the town of
4 Hyde Park, requiring him to notify and warn the
5 inhabitants thereof qualified to vote in town affairs,
6 to meet at the time and place appointed, for purpose
7 of choosing all such town officers as towns are by
8 law authorized and required to choose at their annual
9 meetings; and said warrant shall be served by post-

10 ing up copies thereof, all attested by the person to

11 whom the same is directed, in three public places in
12 said town, seven days at least before such meeting.
13 Such justice, or, in his absence, such principal inhabi-
-14 tant, shall preside until the choice of moderator in
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15 said meeting. The selectmen of the towns of Dor-
-16 Chester, Milton and Dedham shall, before said meet-
-1 Ting, prepare a list of voters from their respective
18 towns within said Hyde Park qualified to vote at
19 said meeting, and shall deliver the same to the
20 person presiding at such meeting before the choice
21 of a moderator thereof.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect on its
2 passage.

2




