
SENATE No. 159.

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the
petition of Colonel Moulton and other distinguished Massachu-
setts military officers who served in the late civil war, asking
that the governor be empowered to confer brevet rank upon
non-commissioned officers and privates, who distinguished
themselves for brave and meritorious conduct while serving
in Massachusetts regiments and batteries during the war, have
considered the same, and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

WM. SCHOULER, Chairman.

dTommoiuucciltl) of ittassacljusctte.

In Senate, April 10, 1868.
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Eight.

AN ACT
To authorize the Governor to issue Brevet Commissions

in certain cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The governor is authorized to confer
2 brevet rank upon such meritorious non-com-
-3 missioned officers and privates 'who distinguished
4 themselves by bravery and good conduct while serving
5 in the militia or volunteer service in Massachusetts
6 regiments or companies during the late civil war,
7 said brevet rank in no case to be higher than that of
8 captain.

1 Sect. 2. Said brevet rank shall not be conferred
2 upon more than twenty persons in any one regiment,
3 or on more than two in any one company of artillery,
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4 and shall only be conferred on any one after thorough
5 investigation of the claims of each person recom-
-6 mended for a brevet appointment, and upon the
7 written testimonials of the officers of his regiment
8 and company, which written testimonials shall set
9 forth a clear statement of the claim upon which the

10 brevet is asked to be issued.
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