
SENATE.... No. 315.

In Senate, May 10, 1869.

The Joint Standing Committee on the State Library, to whom
was referred the Annual Report of the Librarian, having
considered the same, present the following

The only portion of the Librarian’s report which calls for the
notice of the Committee with reference to legislative action, is
that part relating to the embarrassment of the library arising
from want of room for the reception and proper arrangement of
books. This embarrassment the Committee find, not only from
the annual report, but from information obtained at the library,
has become quite serious and urgent. There are now several
thousand volumes, as there have been for many months, and
the number is constantly increasing, for which no suitable pro-
vision can be made till further accommodations are furnished.
Upon a reassignment of rooms consequent upon the recent re-
construction of the interior of the State House, more than two
thousand volumes, which had been placed and duly arranged in
an adjoining room at the western end of the library were trans-
ferred to the library-room and necessarily so disposed of, that
proper arrangement and protection were impracticable. They
still remain, exposed to injury and depredation, and without
order, awaiting additional accommodations.
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Moreover, the library re
xigencies five or six copies c

Ives and preserves for future
ach State document or publica-

tion printed by authority of the legislature, besides a duplicate
rics of Congressional documents and Federal state paper

;ate (of duplicates merely) tonow amounting in the aggrc

many hundred volumes. It al a receives for preservation and
of such State publications asfuture distribution the balance

ider Resolves, which contain ahave been distributed in part u
provision that said balance si 11 be deposited in the State
library. Such has been the accumulation of books from these
sources that there is no longer room for them within the library-

hall, and provision for them elsewhere has become a necessity.
It also appears that the anm al additions, by inter-state and

and purchase, amount to anforeign exchanges, donations
average number of twelve hundred volumes ; while the existing

shelves, and nearly all available room for additional shelves are

already occupied, so that, asi from the special accumulations
referred to, there is not sufficient provision even for the current
and daily increase of of the librar

Such being the immediate and pressing wants of the library
the Committee are of the opinion that relief should be afforded
without delay. The architect of the enlargement of the State
House was called upon to pr
would not impair the symir

it a plan of such changes as
:ry of the library-room, and yet

increase the accommodations to the largest extent at the least
xpense. The plan proposed by him, in connection with hi

partners, (Messrs. Bryant and Rogers,) contemplated the erec
tion of alcoves at the western end of the hall, with capacity for
three thousand volumes. As this and other alterations proposed
involved important changes in the iron finishing and in the
arrangements of the room, at large expense, without a corre;
ponding amount of accommodations, it was not deemed expe-
dient that they be made, unless at a future time. A present
and important relief can be afforded by placing shelves on a
portion of the walls remaining unoccupied, by erecting more
3ases in the upper gallery, also by fitting up some adjacent
room outside of the library for the storage of duplicates and
f works deposited by order of the legislature. The placing of

duplicate volumes and of State deposits outside of the library
room, will greatly relieve its crowded shelves, and the room
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thus gained will be sufficient for the annual additions of a few
years

The expense of such additional accommodations, according
to an estimate of a skilful and reliable mechanic, cannot exceed
the sum of $1,500.

In view of increased expenses and labor, the Committee
recommend that the sum of two hundred dollars be appropri-
ated and placed at the disposal of the trustees, in addition to
the annual sum now authorized for assistance and incidental
expense;

The Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
Resolve.

BENJ. DEAN, Chairman.
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RESOLVE
Concerning the State Library.

Resolved , That a sum not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars
bo allowed and paid to defray the expense of providing addi-
tional accommodations for books in the state library, and for
the storage of duplicate volumes in some suitable place within
the state house ; and that the sura of two hundred dollars per
annum, in addition to the amount now authorized, be allowed
and paid for assistance and incidental expenses in the library ;

said sums to be expended under the direction of the trustees
and librarian.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine.


