
SENATE .... No. 386.

AN ACT
In relation to Bridges over Merrimack River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same , as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The four bridges over Merrimack River,
2 known as the Newburyport Bridge, the Essex Merri-
-3 mack Bridge, Rock’s Bridge and Haverhill Bridge,
4 shall be lighted, tended, maintained, repaired and
5 kept in repair by the several cities and towns charged
6 with that duty by the award of the county commis-
-1 sioners, which purported to lay them out as public
8 highways, and in accordance with said award until
9 said award shall be finally set aside or sustained.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Nine.

1 Sect. 2. An accurate account shall be kept of the

2 expenses incurred under this act, and in case the
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3 award of said commissioners or their doings in laying
4 out said bridges as public highways shall be set aside
5 or declared invalid by the supreme judicial court of
6 this Commonwealth, said expenses shall be repaid,
7 with interest, to the towns and cities which shall have
8 incurred such expenses, by the county of Essex; and
9 such towns and cities, or either of them, may main-

10 tain suits in law or in equity against said county to
11 recover such sums of money, with interest, as they
12 shall have expended under this act in lighting, tend-
-13 ing, maintaining and keeping in repair said bridges.

1 Sect. 3. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex shall, within thirty days of the passage of
3 this act, thoroughly inspect each of the four bridges
4 mentioned in this act, and if in their judgment either
5 of them shall be unsafe for public travel, then said
6 commissioners shall, in writing, order such attend-
-7 ance, lighting and repairs as they may deem neces-
-8 sary to the safety of travellers over said bridge, such
9 order to be served by any officer competent to serve

10 any civil process upon the selectmen of such towns,
11 or the mayor of such cities, as may be charged with
12 the maintaining and keeping in repair of such bridge
13 or bridges by the award and decree of the county
14 commissioners purporting to lay out such bridge ox-
-15 bridges as public highways; and after a reasonable
16 time, to be specified in said order, such towns or
17 cities, or either of them, which refuses or neglects to
18 comply with such order, shall each be liable to a fine
19 of fifty dollars for each and every day until said order
20 shall be complied with, and said bridge or bridges
21 rendered safe for public travel.
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1 Sect. 4. Compliance with the preceding section
2 shall not be used in evidence against, or in any way
3 affect or prejudice the rights of the parties concerned
4 in any suit in law or in equity concerning the premises.

1 Sect. 5. Nothing in this act shall invalidate any
2 obligation that the Eastern Railroad Company is
3 under by any of the provisions of chapter two hun-
-4 dred twenty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred
5 and sixty-four, or any other law, or by any contract
6 with any party or parties whatsoever, and all rights
7 and claims the Commonwealth may have on the said
8 railroad company compelling them or requiring them
9 to put in repair the said Newburyport Bridge is, in

10 consideration of the duties imposed upon the said
11 city of Newburyport by this act, hereby assigned and
12 set over to the said city, and the said city of New-
-13 buryport may in their name and to their use, or in
14 the name of the Commonwealth, recover in an action
15 of contract any and all damages from said railroad
16 company for neglect in not complying with the terms
17 of any law or contract requiring them to keep in
18 repair, and leave in good passable condition, the said
19 Newburyport Bridge.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its

2 passage.

House op Representatives, June 8, 1869

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence

W. S. Robinson, Clerk.




