
SENATE No. 179.

In Senate, April 13, 1868.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Senate Order concerning prevention of cruelty to animals,
report the accompanying Bill.

Per order.

A. 0. ALLEN.

$
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AN ACT
For the more effectual Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whoever shall overdrive, overload, tor-
-2 ture; torment, deprive of necessary sustenance, muti-
-3 late, kill, cruelly beat, or cause or procure to be so

4 overdriven, overloaded, tortured, tormented, deprived
5 of necessary sustenance, cruelly beaten, mutilated or

6 killed, any horse, ox or other animal belonging to or

7 in the charge or custody of himself, herself or another,
8 and whoever having the charge or custody of any
9 such animal, cither as owner or otherwise, shall

10 unnecessarily fail to provide such animal with proper
11 food, drink and shelter or protection from the weather,
12 shall, for every such offence, be punished by impris-
-13 oument in the jail not exceeding one year, or by fine
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11 not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, or by
15 both such fine and imprisonment.

1 Sect. 2. Every owner of or person having the
2 charge or custody of any horse, ox or other animal,
3 who shall knowingly and wilfully authorize or permit
4 the same to be subjected to or suffer unnecessary
5 torture or cruelty, shall be punished for every such
6 offence in the manner provided in section one.

1 Sect. 3. Every owner, driver, possessor or person
2 having the charge or custody of an old, maimed or
3 disabled or diseased horse, mule or other animal,
4 who shall cruelly work the same when unfit for work,
5 or cruelly abandon the same, shall be punished for
6 every such offence in the same manner provided in
7 section one.

1 Sect. 4. Any person who shall carry or cause to
2 be carried in or upon any vehicle or otherwise, any
3 animal in an unnecessarily cruel or inhuman manner,
4 shall be punished in the same manner provided in
5 section one.

1 Sect. 5. No railroad company in this state, in the
2 carrying and transportation of cattle, sheep or swine,
3 shall confine the same in cars for a longer period
4 than twenty-eight consecutive hours, unless delayed
6 by storms or other accidental causes, without unload-
-6 ing for rest, water and feeding, for a period of at
T least ten consecutive hours. In estimating such con-
-8 finement, the time the animals have been confined
9 without such rest on connecting roads from which
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10 .they are received shall be computed, it being the
11 intention of the act to prevent their continuous con-
-12 finement beyond twenty-eight hours, except upon
13 contingencies herein before stated.

1 Sect. 6. If the owner or person in charge of said
2 animals refuses or neglects to pay for the care and
3 feed of animals so rested, the railroad company may
4 charge such expense to the owner or consignee, and
5 retain a lien upon the animals until the same is paid ;

6 and no claim of damages for detention shall be
7 recovered by the owner or shipper of any animals for
8 the time they are detained under the provisions of
9 this act.

1 Sect. 7. Any railroad company, owner, consignee,
2. or person in charge of said cattle, sheep or swine, who
3 shall violate any provision of the fifth or sixth sec-

-4 tions of this act, shall for each and every such viola-
-5 tion be liable for and forfeit and pay a penalty of one
6 hundred dollars.

1 Sec*. 8. It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, deputy
2 sheriffs, police officers and constables, to prosecute all
3 violations of the provisions of this act which shall
4 come to their notice or knowledge; and tines collected
5 upon the complaint or information of any officer
6 or agent of the Massachusetts Society for the Preven-
-7 tion of Cruelty to Animals, under this act, shall inure
8 and be paid over to said society, in aid of the benevo-
-9 lent objects for which it is incorporated.

1 Sect. 9. The several municipal and police courts
2 and trial justices in this Commonwealth shall have
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3 concurrent jurisdiction with the superior court of all
4 offences under this act.

1 Sect. 10. Section forty-one of chapter one hun-
-2 died and sixty-five of the General Statutes is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




