
SENATE No. 194.

Council Chamber Boston, April 18, 1868.

To the Honorable Senate.

1 respectfully return to the Senate, in which it originated,
the Bill entitled, “ An Act to incorporate the Boston Dental
College.”

In cordial sympathy with every measure looking to the dif-
fusion of knowledge among the people, I can freely concur in
the general purposes of this bill, so far as it tends to developing
and perfecting a useful and honorable profession. But in
examining its details, I notice a remarkable omission, which
does not occur in any similar Act in the legislation of this Com-
monwealth, so far as I have been able to discover. Its first
section grants the “ right to confer the degree of doctor of
dental surgery,” without any of the qualifications or conditions
which hitherto, by an unbroken line of precedents, have been,
by the General Court, attached to analogous grants. It appears
upon investigation that the New England Homoeopathic Med-
ical College, established in eighteen hundred and sixty-seven,
is only permitted “ to confer the degree of doctor of medicine,subject to the restrictions and regulations which arc adopted
and required in conferring the same degrees ” by like corpora-tions previously chartered. Also, that the same restrictions,
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in conferring degrees, are applied to the Worcester Medical
Institution, the school of eclectic medicine, chartered in eight-
een hundred and forty-nine, and invested with the power of giv-
ing degrees in eighteen hundred and fifty-one. And that the
Berkshire Medical College, founded in eighteen hundred and
twenty-three, is empowered to confer its degrees only “ under
the same rules and restrictions as are adopted and recognized
in conferring degrees of the same nature ” by the only medical
corporation then existing in the Commonwealth.

But in the bill now before me, this rule of just impartiality,
enforced or maintained by successive legislatures for nearly
fifty years, in the interest of sound learning and professional
competency, and for the protection of all the people of Massa-
chusetts, would scorn, perhaps inadvertently, to be entirely
ignored. The diploma of the schools is understood to imply
that its recipient has completed a prescribed course of study,
and has passed an examination deemed to be a suitable test of
his fitness to enter upon the duties of his chosen profession.
This is recognized by our people as an indorsement of that
competency by the men most experienced and most reliable in
such departments of professional pursuit. It is a safeguard to
the people; too valuable to be trifled with; so indispensable
that we cannot afford to attempt to overthrow it. And yet, in
the bill which is now returned, this indorsement ofprofessional
skill and capacity may, at the mere caprice of the corporation,
be conferred upon the student of a day, or be withheld from
the patient toiler for years. The reasonable and equal standard
adopted in all our schools of medical science is, as it seems to
me, inadvertently thrust aside; and uncertain methods are to
usurp the place of that steady persistence in professional study
which has hitherto been necessary to secure the approbation of
experts and the confidence of the intelligent public. I cannot
consent by any act of mine to sanction a departure from that
thorough training which has given to the scholars of Massachu-
setts pre-eminence in the land, and to her statesmen, her jurists,
and her men of science a reputation not bounded by cither
ocean, and scarcely dimmed by the lapse of time.

I am happy to believe that the sentiments I have expressed
will not only commend themselves to the older and more con-
servative of our people, but will receive the cordial approval
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of the young men who have been drilled in our public schools
and seminaries of learning, trained to thoroughness and accu-
racy in our counting-rooms, and inured to skilled labor in our
workshops and factories. I therefore deeply regret that a school
of science, which may prove so useful to those pursuing its
specialty, should include in its organic act a germ of distrust
and a certain source of the loss of dignity and prestige. And
I can but hope that a reconsideration of the subject will induce
its friends to consent to such changes as will tend to elevate it
to that position of commanding respect already attained by
other schools of medical science.

Because then this bill is not, in my judgment, in the interest
of good learning and thorough education ; because it will form
a precedent which will expose a confiding public to the impo-
sitions of partially taught and irresponsible practitioners;
because it is unequal in its operation, and will necessitate the
conferring upon all similar existing medical corporations of the
unrestricted power to grant degrees ; and because I believe that
the usefulness and standing of the proposed corporation will be
greatly impaired by the omission of the usual restrictions, which
might however be so modified as to meet its peculiar needs • I
am constrained to withhold my approval therefrom in its present
form.

ALEXANDER H. BULLOCK.
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