
SENATE.... No. 251.

Hie Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was committed
the message of IJis Excellency the governor, in relation to the
cession of certain lands on Long Island to the United States,
report the accompanying Bills.

Per order

ROBT. C. PITMAN, Chairman.

In Senate, May 9, 1868
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AN ACT
Giving the consent of the Commonwealth to the United

States for the purchase of Long Island Head and the
Flats thereto appurtenant, situated upon Long Island,
in Boston Harbor.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The consent of this Commonwealth is
2 hereby granted to the United States to purchase a
3 tract of upland situated on Long Island, in Boston
4 Harbor, and known as the East Head of Long Island,
5 belonging to James T. Austin and Loring H. Austin,
6 comprising, by estimation, about twenty-four acres,
7 for the erection of military works for the defence of
8 said harbor, and for the erection of a sea-wall as a
9 part of the system for the improvement of said har-

10 bor for commercial purposes, and to purchase, occupy
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11 and fill the flats appurtenant to said tract, for the
12 aforesaid objects, and to the extent of four hundred
13 yards from low-water mark: provided, always , and
IT the consent aforesaid is granted, upon the express
15 condition and reservation that this Commonwealth
16 shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with the United
17 States in and over the tract of upland and the flats
18 aforesaid, for the service of all civil powers and of
19 such criminal processes as may issue under the
20 authority of the Commonwealth against any person
21 or persons charged with crimes or offences against
22 the laws of this Commonwealth, committed without
23 the said tract of upland and flats, and that said civil
24 and criminal processes may be executed thereon in
25 the same way and manner and with the same effect
26 as if the consent aforesaid had not been granted.

1 Sect. 2. If the agent or agents employed by the
2 United States and the owner or owners of said tract
3 of upland and flats, or their agent or attorney, cannot
4 agree in the sale and purchase thereof, the agent or
5 agents of the United States may apply by petition to
6 the superior court of the county of Suffolk, describing
7 the aforesaid tract of upland and flats, for a valuation
8 thereof by a jury; and the said court, after due
9 notice given to the said owner or owners, or their

10 agent or attorney, are hereby empowered and required
11 to hear the parties and finally determine the value of
12 the fee of the said tract of upland and flats by a jury,
13 who shall be sworn faithfully and impartially to
14 appraise and value the fee of said land ; and said
15 jury shall be summoned for that purpose by the
16 sheriff of the county of Suffolk, or his deputy, and
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17 the value aforesaid having been ascertained by the
18 verdict of said jury, and the said verdict accepted and
19 recorded by said court, and the amount thereof paid
20 or tendered to the said owner or owners, or their
21 agent or attorney, together with their reasonable costs
22 and expenses, to be taxed by said court, or in case of
23 their neglect or refusal toreceive the same, the amount
24 of said verdict, costs and expenses having been paid
25 into the treasury of this Commonwealth for their use

26 and subject to their order, the title of said tract of
27 upland and fiats shall be forever vested in fee simple
28 in the United States : provided, however, that neither
29 the United States nor their agent or agents shall
30 enter into or take possession of said tract of upland
31 or flats, nor exercise any act of ownership thereon
82 until the amount of said verdict and costs and expenses
33 shall have been actually paid as aforesaid; and pro-
-34 vided, also, that all the charges of said application
35 and appraisement shall be paid by the United States.

1 Sect. 3. The three hundred and fourteenth chap-
-2 ter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 sixty-seven is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage


